
                                                              

 

SOME POINTS REGARDING THE SESSION AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

If the Church is a unicameral board: 

Treasurer: Can the Treasurer also serve on session? Yes, the Treasurer can also serve on Session, but does 

not have to. The Treasurer is elected by the Session. The Treasurer does not have to be an elder. 

Clerk of Session: Can a non-active Clerk be on a unicameral Board? Not as a voting member of the 

Board, only as a recording secretary or ex-officio. 

Do all Trustees have to be currently serving on Session? Yes – in a unicameral Board, the Session is the 

Board of Trustees. 

 

Bicameral Board: 

Does the Corporation (the Trustees) of a bicameral Board have equal authority with the Session? No, a 

bicameral Board reports to the Session, the Session has the authority over the Corporation /Trustees.   

 

The Trustees 

What do the Trustees do?  The trustees are entrusted with oversight of the physical plant and financial 

affairs of the church.  Building maintenance, improvements, care and administration are their 

responsibility.   

A “unicameral board,” means that the Trustee work is accomplished by the Session.  These duties are 

now taken up by the Session committees for Finance and Property. 

 
 

CHAPTER FOUR of the Book of Order 

 THE CHURCH AND CIVIL AUTHORITY 

 
G-4.01 I N C O R P O R A T I O N  AND TRUSTEES 

 
G-4.0101 Incorporation and Power 

 
Where permitted by civil law, each congregation shall cause a corporation to be formed and maintained. 

If incorporation is not permitted, individual trustees shall be elected by the congregation. Any such 

individual trustees shall be elected from the congregation’s members in the same manner as those elected 

to the ordered ministries of deacon and ruling elder. Terms of service shall be governed by the provisions 

of G- 

2.0404. 

 
The corporation so formed, or the individual trustees, shall have the following powers: to receive, hold, 

encumber, manage, and transfer property, real or personal, for the congregation, provided that in buying, 

selling, and mortgaging real property, the trustees shall act only after the approval of the congregation, 

granted in a duly constituted meeting; to accept and execute deeds of title to such property; to hold and 

defend title to such property; to manage any permanent special funds for the furtherance of the purposes of 

the congregation, all subject to the authority of the session and under the provisions of the Constitution of 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The powers and duties of the trustees shall not infringe upon the powers 

and duties of the session or the board of deacons. 

 
Where permitted by civil law, each presbytery, synod, and the General Assembly shall cause a 

corporation to be formed and maintained and shall determine a method to constitute the board of trustees 

by its own rule. The corporation so formed, or individual trustees, shall have the following powers: to 

receive, hold, encumber, manage, and transfer property, real or personal, for and at the direction of the 

council. 



 

 
G-4.0102 Members of the Corporation 

 
Only persons eligible for membership in the congregation or council shall be eligible to be members of the 

corporation and to be elected as trustees. The ruling elders on the session of a congregation, who are 

eligible under the civil law, shall be the trustees of the corporation, unless the corporation shall determine 

another method for electing its trustees. Presbyteries, synods, and the General Assembly shall provide by 

rule for the election of trustees from among persons eligible for membership in the council. 

Note: The Session becomes the trustees in a unicameral board, and in a bicameral board, the corporation 

(church) determines another method for electing trustees.  

 

G-4.02 C H U R C H  PROPERTY 

 
G-4.0201 Property as a Tool for Mission 

The property of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A), of its councils and entities, and of its congregations, is a 

tool for the accomplishment of the mission of Jesus Christ in the world. 

 

G-4.0202 Decisions Concerning Property 

The provisions of this Constitution prescribing the manner in which decisions are made, reviewed, and 

corrected within this church are applicable to all matters pertaining to property. 

 

G-4.0203 Church Property Held in Trust 

All property held by or for a congregation, a presbytery, a synod, the General Assembly, or the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), whether legal title is lodged in a corporation, a trustee or trustees, or an 

unincorporated association, and whether the property is used in programs of a congregation or of a higher 

council or retained for the production of income, is held in trust nevertheless for the use and benefit of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

 

G-4.0204 Property Used Contrary to the Constitution 

Whenever property of, or held for, a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) ceases to be used 

by that congregation as a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in accordance with this 

Constitution, such property shall be held, used, applied, transferred, or sold as provided by the presbytery. 

 

G-4.0205 Property of a Dissolved or Extinct Congregation 

Whenever a congregation is formally dissolved by the presbytery, or has become extinct by reason of the 

dispersal of its members, the abandonment of its work, or other cause, such property as it may have shall 

be held, used, and applied for such uses, purposes, and trusts as the presbytery may direct, limit, and 

appoint, or such property may be sold or disposed of as the presbytery may direct, in conformity with the 

Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

 

G-4.0206 Selling, Encumbering, or Leasing Church Property 

a. Selling or Encumbering Congregational Property 

A congregation shall not sell, mortgage, or otherwise encumber any of its real property and it shall not 

acquire real property subject to an encumbrance or condition without the written permission of the 

presbytery transmitted through the session of the congregation. 

b. Leasing Congregational Property 

A congregation shall not lease its real property used for purposes of worship, or lease for more than five 

years any of its other real property, without the written permission of the presbytery transmitted through 

the session of the congregation. 

 



                                                              

 

G-4.0207 Property of Congregation in Schism 

The relationship to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) of a congregation can be severed only by 

constitutional action on the part of the presbytery (G-3.0303b). If there is a schism within the membership 

of a congregation and the presbytery is unable to effect a reconciliation or a division into separate 

congregations within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the presbytery shall determine if one of the 

factions is entitled to the property because it is identified by the presbytery as the true church within the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This determination does not depend upon which faction received the 

majority vote within the congregation at the time of the schism. 

 
G-4.0208 Exceptions 

 
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all congregations of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) except 

that any congregation which was not subject to a similar provision of the constitution of the church of 

which it was a part, prior to the reunion of the Presbyterian Church in the United States and The United 

Presbyterian Church in the United States of America to form the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), has been 

excused from that provision of this chapter if the congregation, within a period of eight years following 

the establishment of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), voted to be exempt from such provision in a 

regularly called meeting and thereafter notified the presbytery of which it was a constituent congregation 

of such vote. The congregation voting to be so exempt shall hold title to its property and exercise its 

privileges of incorporation and property ownership under the provisions of the Constitution to which it 

was subject immediately prior to the establishment of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This paragraph 

may not be amended (G-6.05). 

 
 

G-4.03 CONFIDENCE AND PRIVILEGE 

 
G-4.0301 Trust and Confidentiality 

 
In the exercise of pastoral care, teaching elders (also called ministers of the Word and Sacrament) and 

ruling elders who have been commissioned by a presbytery to limited pastoral service (G-2.10), shall 

maintain a relationship of trust and confidentiality, and shall hold in confidence all information revealed to 

them in the course of providing care and all information relating to the exercise of such care. 

 
When the person whose confidences are at issue gives express consent to reveal confidential information, 

then a teaching elder or a ruling elder commissioned to pastoral service may, but cannot be compelled to, 

reveal confidential information. 

 
A teaching elder or a ruling elder commissioned to pastoral service may reveal confidential information 

when she or he reasonably believes that there is risk of imminent bodily harm to any person. 

 
G-4.0302 Mandatory Reporting 

 
Any member of this church engaged in ordered ministry and any certified Christian educator employed by 

this church or its congregations, shall report to ecclesiastical and civil legal authorities knowledge of 

harm, or the risk of harm, related to the physical abuse, neglect, and/or sexual molestation or abuse of a 

minor or an adult who lacks mental capacity when (1) such information is gained outside of a confidential 

communication as defined in G-4.0301, (2) she or he is not bound by an obligation of privileged 

communication under law, or (3) she or he reasonably believes that there is risk of future physical harm or 

abuse. 


