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All the Kings Horses & All the Kings Men 
 

Judgement Against the King of Tyre 

 Claiming to be a god (28:1-10) 

A Lamentation over the King 

 Pride goes before the fall  (28:11-19) 

Prophecy against Sidon 

 For your contempt of Israel (28:20-24) 

Future Blessing for Israel 

 Gathering the scattered (28:25-26) 

 

RISE UP, O LORD! DO NOT LET MORTALS PREVAIL!  

EZEKIEL LESSON 9:  
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Tyre and Alexander the Great 
 
In 334 B.C. Alexander the Great commenced his ambitious project of 
conquering the Persian Empire. He subjugated Syria and then turned 
southward, down the Mediterranean coast. 
Sidon and some of the other coastal cities meekly submitted to the Greek 
warrior. Tyre, however, refused to capitulate and dug in. Their hope of 
victory was grounded in the fact that the island-city was well fortified and 
Alexander had no navy. 
 
Not to be out-maneuvered, Alexander decided to build a road-bridge from 
the mainland to the island, a half-mile away. Dredging up the ruins of old, 
mainland Tyre, he constructed a causeway, some 200 hundred feet wide. 
This would accommodate his war machines to be used in battering down 
the eastern wall protecting the city. 
 
Likely the conquest would not have been achieved strictly by foot 
soldiers. But Alexander was able to secure ships from Sidon, Cyprus, and 
some of his Greek allies. 
Thus, attacking from the east by land, and the west by sea, the brilliant 
young Greek commander finally took Tyre. He achieved in seven months 
what Nebuchadnezzar was unable to accomplish in thirteen years. 
It is reported that 8,000 Tyrians were killed in the assault, another 2,000 
subsequently executed (by crucifixion on the beach), and 30,000 were 
sold into slavery. Alexander lost only some 400 men. 
 
The island city does not exist today. Apparently it  sank below the surface 
of the Mediterranean, in the same subsidence that submerged the port of 
Caesarea that Herod had built up with such expense and care. All that 
remains of it is a series of black reefs offshore from Tyre, which surely 
could not have been there in the first and second millennia B.C., since 
they pose such a threat to navigation. The promontory that now juts out 
from the coastline probably was washed up along the barrier of 
Alexander’s causeway, but the island itself broke off and sank away when 
the subsidence took place.  
 
While there appears to have been some revival of the area in subsequent 
years, in time it was hammered over and over by invading powers. (The 
old Tyre, the real Tyre, was but a memory. The modern Tyre (Sur) bears 
no relation to the ancient city that fell under the curse of God. 
It is utterly amazing that several of the prophets, writing centuries before 
the actual events, were able to foretell the destruction of wicked Tyre.  
 
An in-depth study of these prophecies in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 
Zechariah shows great consistency in the prophecy of Tyre.  



Does the prophecy regarding the king of Tyre in Ezekiel 
28:11-19 have reference to the “fall of Satan”? Is it a 
preview of the so-called Anti-Christ?  If not, to what 
does it refer?  

Reflection:  

Biblical References: 

Ezekiel  See and Compare 

28:1-3 Psalm 9:19-20 

28:13-14 Genesis 3:8-14, 22-24 

28:22-23  1 Kings 11:5, 16:31 

28:25 Psalm 106:7, Deuteronomy 30:4 

Questions: 

 Did the King of Tyre claim to be God?  

 

 “You shall die the death of the uncircumcised by 
the hand of foreigners” What do you think that 
means? 

  

 Do you think the King took care of injustices that 
can happen in trade, gave redress to those that 
suffered wrong and protected them from violence?  

 

 How was God dishonored by the Zidonians? 

 

 Has the “happy settlement” of Israel’s gathered 
remnant occurred?  

An Interpretative Principle 

There is an important principle of Bible interpretation that must be 

emphasized when considering prophetic and symbolic meaning in 

Scripture. 

When there is an inspired narrative that contains a significant portion 

of symbolism (as several biblical books do) and there is no specific 

historical connection within the immediate context, the conscientious 

Bible student must seek to determine, on the basis of a broader context, 

what the background of the text may be. 

In other words, they are not at liberty to extract, from their own 

imagination, an “interpretation” that is wholly alien to the historical text 

or that stands in contradiction to information found elsewhere in the 

scriptures. 

On the other hand, when the context specifically identifies the thrust of 

the symbolism, the issue is settled.  

We must exercise care in reading Scripture, being careful not to 

substitute one’s personal “expository agenda” for that which the inspired 

Word has stated explicitly. 


