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INTRODUCTION

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is
the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has
come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and
setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice
and peace.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, F one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy
is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

you search us and know us.

You are acquainted with all our ways.

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow

your outward way of love.

We distrust those who are not like us.

We exploit the earth and its resources

and fail to consider generations to come.

Forgive us, gracious God,

for all we have done and left undone.

Even before the words are on our tongues,

you know them;

receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.



How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of * Christ Jesus, our sins
are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God'’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out
Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING GENESIS 1:1-5
"In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a form-
less void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over
the face of the waters. *Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. “And
God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. "God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.

PSALM PSALM 29
'Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
’Ascribe to the LorD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LoRD in the beauty of holiness.
“The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LoRD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LoRb is a voice of
splendor.
“The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon:;
°the LorD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LoRrD bursts forth in lightning flashes.
“The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.



“The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LoRrD all are crying, “Glory!”

'“The Loro sits enthroned above the flood; the LoRb sits enthroned as king forever
more.

!0 Loro, give strength to your people; give them, O LoRD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING ACTS 19:1-7
"While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. “He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.” “Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They an-
swered, “Into John’s baptism.” “Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repen-
tance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in
Jesus.” *On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. “When Paul
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues
and prophesied—altogether there were about twelve of them.

GOSPEL MARK 1:4-11
“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. "And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jor-
dan, confessing their sins. “Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 'He proclaimed, “The one who is
more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. °I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.” “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. '“And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heav-
ens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. ""And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

SERMON Interim Pastor Greg Gaskamp
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APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they
proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that
God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has
made, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night,
and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength
wisely, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.



For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who
show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who
suffer especially Mavis, Janice, Sydney, Florence, Ella, Clarence, Gilbert, Helen, Emery,
Cynthia, Verna Mae, Linda, Tom, Jerry, Mary Ann, Connie, Justin, Dorothy, Andrew,
Dutch, Becki, Doc & Allene, Peggy & Milton, John & Carol, and Clarence & Shirley, that
God shower compassion, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking
renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let
us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Bless those celebrating baptismal anniversaries especially Justin, Trenton, Wyatt, and
Oliver. And also those celebrating wedding anniversaries especially Lance & Shannon
and Brian & Pam, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their wit-
ness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

PEACE

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms
open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to
tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
sanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for
our journey.

Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good
news

and serve others in your name. Amen.

BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the com-
forter '+ keep you in peace. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE

praitiehillsecretary@gmail.com  979-836-8666 (church office)
Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org

Johanna Becker
Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm
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