St. John Lutheran Church of Prairie Hill

February 21, 2021 First Sunday in Lent 25 Ffent’-

Please tune to 87.9 FM

INTRODUCTION

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death
and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants
God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view bap-
tism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God
saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually,
but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast
love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is
full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are * forgiven, and God remembers them
no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.



APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wil-
derness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism.
May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING GENESIS 9:8-17
®God said to Noah and to his sons with him, *“As for me, | am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, ’and with every living creature that is with you, the
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of
the ark. "'l establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” “God said,
“This is the sign of the covenant that | make between me and you and every living creature
that is with you, for all future generations: ’I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. "“When | bring clouds over the earth and
the bow is seen in the clouds, "I will remember my covenant that is between me and you
and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to de-
stroy all flesh. "*When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the everlasting
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” *’God said
to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh
that is on the earth.”

PSALM PSALM 25:1-10
To you, O Lorp, | lift up my soul.
’My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
“Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
“Show me your ways, O Lorb, and teach me your paths.
“Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.



°Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
’Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness,
O Lorp.
“You are gracious and upright, O LoRD; therefore you teach sinners in your way.
“You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
““All your paths, O LoRD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND READING 1 PETER 3:18-22
“Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, "’in which also he
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, “’who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. “*And baptism, which this prefigured,
now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, “’who has gone into heaven and is at
the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

GOSPEL MARK 1:9-15
’In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
'°And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a dove on him. ""And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you | am well pleased.” "’And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the
wilderness. ""He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the
wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, “and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the king-
dom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

SERMON Interim Pastor Greg Gaskamp
HYMN OF THE DAY | Want Jesus to Walk with Me Back page
APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition of the prayers ends with the following response
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE

OFFERING PRAYER

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread
from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Ho-
sanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the
world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has
made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy
and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you * that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Our Church Family:

Mavis Smith Janice Cordova Sydney Wagner Florence Bentke

Ella Ruemke Clarence Witt Gilbert Spinn Helen Gaskamp

Emery Schulze Cynthia Wilson Verna Mae Sefcik Linda King

Tom Bentke Jerry Randermann Mary Ann Luce Connie Seward

Justin Reuter Dorothy Wiesepape  Andrew Schroeder  Charles “Dutch” Schulze
Phyllis Bickham Marvin Haevischer

A.G. “Doc” & Allene Holtkamp Peggy & Milton Bosse John & Carol Haarmeyer
Clarence & Shirley Moehlmann Wilber & Marjorie Hohlt

Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries: Riley Moehlmann, Arlie Parker, Earline Moody,
Falyn Knebel

Those celebrating wedding anniversaries: Fred & Debra Westerfeld, Donald & Carolyn
Lange, Don & Regina Holtkamp

Wednesday, February 24"
6:00PM Indoor & Parking Lot Lenten Service with Pastor Fenton

Next Sunday, February 28"
8:00AM Parking Lot Worship Service
9:00AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
10:05AM Indoor Sanctuary Worship Service

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE

Johanna Becker prairichillsecretary@gmail.com  979-836-8666 (chutch office)
Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm  Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org




I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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1 I want Je - sus to walk with me;
2 In my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
3 WhenI'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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I want Je sus to walk with me;
in my tri als, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trou ble, Lord, walk with me;
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all a - long my pil - grim jour - ney,
when my heart  is al - most break - ing,
when my head s bowed in sor - TOw,
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Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual




