St. John Lutheran Church of Prairie Hill

March 14, 2021 Fourth Sunday in Lent 25 Ffent’-

Please tune to 87.9 FM

INTRODUCTION

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith
will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we
can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast
love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is
full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are * forgiven, and God remembers them
no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.



APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and res-
cued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may re-
flect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING NUMBERS 21:4-9
“From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. “The people spoke against God and
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there
is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” “Then the LORD sent poisonous
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 'The peo-
ple came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you;
pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. “And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who
is bitten shall look at it and live.” “So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a
pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze
and live.

PSALM PSALM 107:1-3, 17-22
'Give thanks to the LorD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoRrD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
“gathering them in from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
’some were fools and took rebellious paths; through their sins they were afflicted.
“They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
“Then in their trouble they cried to the Lorp and you delivered them from their distress.
“°You sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.
“'Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.
“’Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.



SECOND READING EPHESIANS 2:1-10
'You were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived, following the
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work
among those who are disobedient. “All of us once lived among them in the passions of our
flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like
everyone else. ‘But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us
“even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by
grace you have been saved—"‘and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heav-
enly places in Christ Jesus, 'so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works,
so that no one may boast. '’For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

GOSPEL JOHN 3:14-21
[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, ""that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. *°“For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. ““Those who believe in him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. “And this is the judgment, that the
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. “’For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. “'But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may
be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

SERMON Interim Pastor Greg Gaskamp



HYMN OF THE DAY Lamb of God
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in your pre-cious blood, my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
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God.



he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition of the prayers ends with the following response
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE

OFFERING PRAYER

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread
from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.



And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Ho-
sanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the
world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has
made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy
and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you # that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Since we are doing inside worship again, ushers will be important for both
services. Handing out bulletins and giving out communion packets and pick-
ing up attendance cards. We still need people to sign-up for the early service
in April and October. If you are able to help, please notify Mary Longhofer at
(979)251-2904

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by
Russell & Tina Seeker in honor of their wedding anniversary and
Colby & Mariah’s wedding anniversary!
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Our Church Family:

Mavis Smith Janice Cordova Sydney Wagner Florence Bentke

Ella Ruemke Clarence Witt Gilbert Spinn Helen Gaskamp
Emery Schulze Cynthia Wilson Verna Mae Sefcik Linda King

Tom Bentke Jerry Randermann Mary Ann Luce Connie Seward
Justin Reuter Dorothy Wiesepape  Andrew Schroeder Charles “Dutch” Schulze
Phyllis Bickham Marvin Haevischer

A.G. “Doc” & Allene Holtkamp Peggy & Milton Bosse John & Carol Haarmeyer
Clarence & Shirley Moehlmann Wilber & Marjorie Hohlt

Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries: Dalton Feldmann, Debra Westerfeld, Gary
Schulze, Heather Myers, Elijah Rosenbaum, Penny Randermann, Derek Gaskamp, Kyle
Herrmann

Those celebrating wedding anniversaries: Russell & Tina Seeker

Tuesday, March 16"
9:00AM Quilting

Wednesday, March 17"
6:00PM Indoor & Parking Lot Lenten Service with Pastor Fenton

Friday, March 19"
Reagan Randermann & Taylor Lawhun Wedding

Next Sunday, March 21*
8:00AM Parking Lot Worship Service
9:00AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
10:05AM Indoor Sanctuary Worship Service

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE

Johanna Becker prairichillsecretary@gmail.com  979-836-8666 (chutch office)
Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm  Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org
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