St. John Lutheran Church of Prairie Hill
April 11, 2021 Second Sunday of Easter
Please tune to 87.9 FM

INTRODUCTION

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s pres-
ence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first
Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his
wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community
of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death
to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-
filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like
cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide
in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as
we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you
be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

BIBLE DISTRIBUTION & BLESSING



FIRST READING ACTS 4:32-35
*’Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in com-
mon. ~With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. *“There was not a needy person among them, for
as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.
**They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

PSALM PSALM 133
"How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity!
“It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
“It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

SECOND READING 1JOHN 1:1--2:2
'We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of
life—"this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eter-
nal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you what we have
seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete. “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with him while
we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; "but if we walk in the light as
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. °If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. ’If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. "’If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.

“My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; ’and he is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go



GOSPEL JOHN 20:19-31
“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” ““After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. “'Jesus said to them again, “Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” “’When he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ’If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” *‘But Thomas (who was called
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. S0 the other disciples
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not be-
lieve.” “°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Al-
though the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” “’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” “*Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” “’Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” *°Now Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. *'But these are writ-
ten so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

SERMON Interim Pastor Greg Gaskamp
HYMN OF THE DAY Open Our Eyes, Lord Back page
APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition of the prayers ends with the following response
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
PEACE

OFFERING PRAYER

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.

RECEIVING GOD’S SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

FIRST COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Next Sunday, April 18"

7:30AM-12PM Blood Drive
Please contact Debra Westerfeld to donate:

GI VE
(979)277-5857 Rlocodd

8:00AM Parking Lot Worship Service
9:00AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
10:05AM Indoor Sanctuary Worship Service

Bishop Michael Rinehart, Bishop of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast
Synod of the ELCA, will be guest pastor on Sunday, April 18, for both
services. He will also host a Q&A Session at 9AM in the sanctuary
which will be transmitted on FM 87.9 for those wishing to remain in
the parking lot.

Congratulations to those receiving their bibles and First Communion today.’

Alex grote, “Hunter ganner, gjresley myers, Charlie Schramme,
Rhett Schroeder, (Wyatt Davis, and €laina morgan
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Our Church Family:

Mavis Smith Janice Cordova Sydney Wagner Florence Bentke

Ella Ruemke Clarence Witt Gilbert Spinn Helen Gaskamp
Emery Schulze Cynthia Wilson Verna Mae Sefcik Linda King

Tom Bentke Jerry Randermann Mary Ann Luce Connie Seward
Justin Reuter Dorothy Wiesepape  Charles “Dutch” Schulze Phyllis Bickham
Marvin Haevischer Marjorie Hohlt Lea Alcala Mary Longhofer
A.G. “Doc” & Allene Holtkamp Peggy & Milton Bosse John & Carol Haarmeyer

Clarence & Shirley Moehlmann

Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries: Kannon Koehler, Rosa Sloan, Reagan Lawhun,
Delores Gaskamp, Kim Weilbacher, Cathie Klatte, Bethany Janner, Dorothy Wiesepape, Patty
Schroeder, Todd Giese, Dodie Mehr, Cori Kmiec, Morgan Westerfeld, Cooper Koehne, James
Richter, Brenda Herrmann, Garrett Altman

Those celebrating wedding anniversaries: Danney & Connie Rohde, Al & Audrey Steinbach,
Chad & Shae Westerfeld

Special Called Congregational Meeting

Sunday, April 25, at 9:00am Sm\"

MEETING

The meeting will be held in the sanctuary and transmitted on
FM 87.9 for those who wish to remain in the parking lot. Council
members will be on hand to relay questions. We will discuss and
vote on our future with the ELCA.

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE

Johanna Becker prairichillsecretary@gmail.com  979-836-8666 (chutch office)

Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm  Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org




Open Our Eyes, Lord 91
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1. O-pen our eyes, Lord, we want to see Je sus,
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Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by

Gayle Bednar.




