St. John Lutheran Church of Prairie Hill
April 25, 2021 Fourth Sunday of Easter
Please tune to 87.9 FM

INTRODUCTION

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the rela-
tionship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives
the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows
his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the ex-
ample of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,

for these waters where you make us new,

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.

Cleanse our hearts.

Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God,

now and forever. Amen.



APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold.
Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING ACTS 4:5-12
“The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, °with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. "When
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what
name did you do this?” “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the
people and elders, °if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone
who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, “let it be known to all of you,
and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.
""This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the corner-
stone.” “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among mortals by which we must be saved.”

PSALM PSALM 23
"The Lorp is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.
“The Lorp makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
*You restore my soul, O LorD, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
°You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.



SECOND READING 1JOHN 3:16-24
"*We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay
down our lives for one another. '’"How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s
goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? “Little children, let us love,
not in word or speech, but in truth and action. ">And by this we will know that we are from
the truth and will reassure our hearts before him “*whenever our hearts condemn us; for
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. “'Beloved, if our hearts do not con-
demn us, we have boldness before God; ““and we receive from him whatever we ask, be-
cause we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. “’And this is his command-
ment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just
as he has commanded us. ““All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go

GOSPEL JOHN 10:11-18
[Jesus said:] ""“l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
“The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf com-
ing and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
“The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. "l am the
good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, “just as the Father knows me and |
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. "I have other sheep that do not be-
long to this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one
flock, one shepherd. "For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in or-
der to take it up again. "°No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have
power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again. | have received this command
from my Father.”

SERMON Interim Pastor Greg Gaskamp
HYMN OF THE DAY Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (v 1, 3, 4) Back page
APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition of the prayers ends with the following response
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
PEACE

OFFERING PRAYER

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,



and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Tuesday, April 27" x *
6:30-8:00AM Food Pantry

X
9:00AM-Noon Quilting P ominG
st EVENTS
Saturday, May 1

7:00AM-7:00PM Parish Hall Reserved for General Election

Next Sunday, May 2™

8:00AM Parking Lot Worship Service
9:00AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
10:05AM Indoor Sanctuary Worship Service
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Our Church Family:

Mavis Smith Janice Cordova Sydney Wagner Florence Bentke

Ella Ruemke Clarence Witt Gilbert Spinn Helen Gaskamp
Emery Schulze Cynthia Wilson Verna Mae Sefcik Linda King

Tom Bentke Jerry Randermann Mary Ann Luce Connie Seward
Justin Reuter Dorothy Wiesepape  Charles “Dutch” Schulze Phyllis Bickham
Marvin Haevischer Marjorie Hohlt Lea Alcala Mary Longhofer
A.G. “Doc” & Allene Holtkamp Peggy & Milton Bosse John & Carol Haarmeyer

Clarence & Shirley Moehlmann

Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries: Justin Bosse, Ainsley Kuecker, Diana Williams,
Annette Neuendorff, Gary Schramme, Herbert Klatte, Jr.

Those celebrating wedding anniversaries: Alan & Leslie Schroeder

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by
Chris & Stephanie Koehler
In honor of Kannon and Knowles’ baptismal anniversaries!

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE

Johanna Becker prairichillsecretary@gmail.com  979-836-8666 (chutch office)
Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm  Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org




Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

(v1,3,4)
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead us; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let us seek your fa - vor, ear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a- stray.
you have mer-cy to re- lieve us, grace tocleanse, and pow’r to free.
bless-ed Lord and on - ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love wus still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



