
  

 

INTRODUCTION 
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays for his 
followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his 
followers will be one as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement 
or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness 
is the work of the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death 
to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-
filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we 
hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey 
as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To 
you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of 
Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that 
we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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FIRST READING                                                                                                       ACTS 1:15-17, 21-26 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about 
one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who ar-
rested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 
21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken 
up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they pro-
posed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then 
they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two 
you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and 
he was added to the eleven apostles. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                                                     PSALM 1 
 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,  
        with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                            1 John 5:9-13 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of 
God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the testi-
mony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing 
in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not 
have the Son of God does not have life. 13I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go  
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                  John 17:6-19 
[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they 
know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 
and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on be-
half of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I 
was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and 
not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they 
may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them 
from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I 
have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may 
be sanctified in truth.” The Word of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
SERMON                                      Interim Pastor Greg Gaskamp 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      Lord, Be Glorified     Back page 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
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he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition of the prayers ends with the following response 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
PEACE 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Monday, May 17th 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

Tuesday, May 18th 

9:00AM-Noon Quilting 
 

Next Sunday, May 23rd Pentecost & Confirmation 
8:00AM Parking Lot Worship Service 
9:00AM Adult Bible Study 
10:05AM Indoor Sanctuary Worship Service 
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Johanna Becker       prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com  979-836-8666 (church office) 

Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 

 
 
 
Our Church Family: 
Mavis Smith Janice Cordova Sydney Wagner Florence Bentke      
Ella Ruemke Clarence Witt Gilbert Spinn Helen Gaskamp            
Emery Schulze  Cynthia Wilson Verna Mae Sefcik  Linda King                      
Tom Bentke Jerry Randermann        Mary Ann Luce     Connie Seward         
Justin Reuter        Dorothy Wiesepape      Charles “Dutch” Schulze        Phyllis Bickham  
Marvin Haevischer  Marjorie Hohlt       Lea Alcala          Mary Longhofer 
A.G. “Doc” & Allene Holtkamp             Peggy & Milton Bosse            John & Carol Haarmeyer           
Clarence & Shirley Moehlmann           
 

Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries:  Judy Janner, Cindy Clay, Hunter Myers, Kimberly 
Kraft, Knowles Koehler, Ron Bowman, Dennis Moehlmann, Brooke Huckert, Tomas 
Schramme, Travis Kmiec, Ben Williams, Beth Steely 
 
Those celebrating wedding anniversaries:   Zach & Whitney Wagner, Gerald & Theresa 
Kuecker, Josh & Cindy Clay 

 

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by  
The Herrmann Family in memory of loved one. 



8 

 


