
  

 

INTRODUCTION 
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries that 
would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of 
strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they 
will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been 
visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the 
fullness of Christ’s love with the world. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death 
to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-
filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we 
hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey 
as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To 
you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send 
us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING                                                                                                                     ACTS 2:1-21 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  5Now there were devout Jews 
from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered 
and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And 
how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pam-
phylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about 
God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 
this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 14But Peter, 
standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spo-
ken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I 
will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven 
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be 
turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glori-
ous day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                            PSALM 104:24-34, 35b 
 24How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 
  living things both small and great. 
 26There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
 27All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.  
 28You give it to them; they gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
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 29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
  and so you renew the face of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; O LORD, rejoice in all your works.  
 32You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 34May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the LORD. 
 35bBless the LORD, O my soul. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                      ROMANS 8:22-27 
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now 
hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we 
do not see, we wait for it with patience. 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go  
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                           JOHN 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to tes-
tify because you have been with me from the beginning. 16:4b“I did not say these things to 
you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; 
yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to 
you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will 
send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and right-
eousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about righteous-
ness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, be-
cause the ruler of this world has been condemned. 12“I still have many things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will de-
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clare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.” 
The Word of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
SERMON                                      Interim Pastor Greg Gaskamp 
 
RITE OF CONFIRMATION                  10:05AM Service 

Kinley Antkowiak, Corbin Janner, Adilynn Lange, Morgan Westerfeld 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Spirit of God, Descend  upon My Heart (v 1, 2, 4)   Back page 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition of the prayers ends with the following response 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
PEACE 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
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Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by  
St. John’s Confirmation Class! 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, May 25th 

6:30-8:00AM Food Pantry 
9:00AM-Noon Quilting 
 
 

Next Sunday, May 30th Holy Trinity 
8:00AM Parking Lot Worship Service 
9:00AM Adult Bible Study 
10:05AM Indoor Sanctuary Worship Service 

Johanna Becker       prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com  979-836-8666 (church office) 

Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 

 
 
 
Our Church Family: 
Mavis Smith Janice Cordova Sydney Wagner Florence Bentke      
Ella Ruemke Clarence Witt Gilbert Spinn Helen Gaskamp            
Emery Schulze  Cynthia Wilson Verna Mae Sefcik  Linda King                      
Tom Bentke Jerry Randermann        Mary Ann Luce     Connie Seward         
Justin Reuter        Dorothy Wiesepape      Charles “Dutch” Schulze        Phyllis Bickham  
Marvin Haevischer  Marjorie Hohlt       Lea Alcala          Mary Longhofer 
A.G. “Doc” & Allene Holtkamp             Peggy & Milton Bosse            John & Carol Haarmeyer           
Clarence & Shirley Moehlmann           
 

Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries:  Rita Gaskamp, Leigh Herrmann, Austin Klatte, 
Sondra Hernandez, Rhett Ring 
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Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart (v 1, 2, 4) 

 

Today marks Pastor Gaskamp’s last day and service 
with us. We have enjoyed our time with him and 

 appreciate all he has done for us! 
 
 


