
  

 

*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and 
whose love is endless. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn 
our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and 
greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us 
by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God 
makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen. 
 
*GATHERING HYMN  Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak  ELW #676  
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of 
the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from 
the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE    Kyrie        ELW p147-148  
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FIRST READING                                                                                                                  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who 
are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn back-
ward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 
beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I 
have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 
put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up to-
gether. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty?  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING                                         Psalm 116:1-9 
 1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 
 2for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I called. 
 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
 4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
 5Gracious is the LORD and righteous; our God is full of compassion. 
 6The LORD watches over the innocent; I was brought low, and God saved me. 
 7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. for the LORD has dealt well with you. 
 8For you have rescued my life from death, 
  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 
 9I will walk in the presence of the LORD in the land of the living.  
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                             James 3:1-12 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we 
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone 
who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a 
bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole 
bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, 
yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the 
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is 
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the 
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile 
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can 
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tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth 
come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring 
pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my broth-
ers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go  
 
*GOSPEL                                                                                                                           Mark 9:14-29 
14When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and some scribes 
arguing with them. 15When the whole crowd saw him, they were immediately overcome with 
awe, and they ran forward to greet him. 16He asked them, "What are you arguing about with 
them?" 17Someone from the crowd answered him, "Teacher, I brought you my son; he has a 
spirit that makes him unable to speak; 18and whenever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and 
he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to cast it out, but 
they could not do so." 19He answered them, "You faithless generation, how much longer 
must I be among you? How much longer must I put up with you? Bring him to me." 20And 
they brought the boy to him. When the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and 
he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21Jesus asked the father, "How 
long has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood. 22It has often cast him 
into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if you are able to do anything, have pity 
on us and help us." 23Jesus said to him, "If you are able! — All things can be done for the one 
who believes." 24Immediately the father of the child cried out, "I believe; help my unbe-
lief!" 25When Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, 
saying to it, "You spirit that keeps this boy from speaking and hearing, I command you, come 
out of him, and never enter him again!" 26After crying out and convulsing him terribly, it 
came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, "He is dead." 27But Jesus 
took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he was able to stand. 28When he had entered 
the house, his disciples asked him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?" 29He said to 
them, "This kind can come out only through prayer." 
The Word of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

SERMON         Pastor Kris Brower 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine    ELW #774  
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*THE APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition of the prayers ends with the following response: 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
*PEACE 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from 
the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
*DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*SANCTUS          p 153 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

Now may these precious gifts of Christ’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in 
God’s grace this day.   Amen 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of 
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance 
of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN               God Be with You Till We Meet Again   ELW #536  

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by  

James & Florence Wolff in honor of their anniversary! 
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Our Church Family: 
Mavis Smith Janice Cordova Sydney Wagner Florence Bentke      
Ella Ruemke Clarence Witt Gilbert Spinn Helen Gaskamp            
Emery Schulze  Cynthia Wilson Verna Mae Sefcik  Linda King                      
Tom Bentke Jerry Randermann        Mary Ann Luce     Connie Seward         
Justin Reuter        Dorothy Wiesepape      Charles “Dutch” Schulze   
Marjorie Hohlt       Mary Longhofer Clarence Moehlmann           
A.G. “Doc” & Allene Holtkamp             Peggy & Milton Bosse            John & Carol Haarmeyer            
 

Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries:  Jentri Blake, Evelyn Thielemann, Jon Westerfeld, 
Billy Wellmann, Don Keller, David Clay, Michelle Janner, Shelly Lehmann, Josh Church, Luke 
Wienken 
 
Those celebrating wedding anniversaries: George & Sharon Boswell, James & Florence Wolff 
 

Friends & Family: 

Blake Bates 
Carol Lieber 
Christy Dallmeyer 
Corrie Newland 
Dottie Ringwald 
Holly Haarmeyer Rodriquez 
Jayme Remmelts 
John Tuefel 
Kathy Schrader 
Marge Shaw 
Shannon Wellmann  
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please notify the church office of any prayer request by simply writing a note on the back of 
your attendance card.   Thank you! 
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Monday, September 13th  
6:00PM Council Meeting 
 
Tuesday, September 14th 
6:30AM-8AM Food Pantry 
 
Next Sunday, September 19th Pent 17 
7:45AM Worship Service 
No Sunday School 
 

Johanna Becker       prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com  979-836-8666 (church office) 

Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org 

Church Council President Jon Westerfeld (979) 277-2471  

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ADMINISTRATIVE ADMINISTRATIVE    
   

POSITION AVAILABLEPOSITION AVAILABLEPOSITION AVAILABLE   

 
Our church secretary, Johanna Becker, will be resigning  

September 29th. Please contact the church office or a church 

council member if you are interested in the job and would 

like more information. 


