
  

 

*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and 
whose love is endless. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn 
our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and 
greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us 
by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God 
makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen. 
 
*GATHERING HYMN  Lord of All Hopefulness (v 1, 3, 4)   ELW #765  
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us 
for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may 
reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE    Kyrie        ELW p147-148  
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FIRST READING                                                                                                              Genesis 2:18-25 
18The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as 
his partner.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every 
bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever 
the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, 
and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not 
found a helper as his partner. 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that 
the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 
23Then the man said,  “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be 
called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” 24Therefore a man leaves his father and 
his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.  25And the man and his wife 
were both naked, and were not ashamed. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING                                                Psalm 128 
 1Happy is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways. 
 2You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; 
 you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you. 
 3Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; 
 your children will be like olive shoots around your table. 
 4Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the LORD. 
 5The LORD bless you from Zion. 
 May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. 
 6May you see your children's children. Peace be upon Israel! 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                         Hebrews 2:1-18 
1Therefore we must pay greater attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift 
away from it. 2For if the message declared through angels was valid, and every transgression 
or disobedience received a just penalty, 3how can we escape if we neglect so great a salva-
tion? It was declared at first through the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard 
him, 4while God added his testimony by signs and wonders and various miracles, and by gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, distributed according to his will. 5Now God did not subject the coming 
world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But someone has testified some-
where,  "What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for 
them? 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned them 
with glory and honor, 8subjecting all things under their feet." Now in subjecting all things to 
them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjec-
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tion to them, 9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 
now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of 
God he might taste death for everyone. 10It was fitting that God, for whom and through 
whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sancti-
fied all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sis-
ters, 12saying, "I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the con-
gregation I will praise you." 13And again,  "I will put my trust in him." And again,  "Here am I 
and the children whom God has given me." 14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and 
blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy 
the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives 
were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, 
but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters 
in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, 
to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself was tested 
by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.  
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go  
 
*GOSPEL                                                                                                                           Mark 10:2-16 
2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a 
man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because 
of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of 
creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”  
10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, 
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 13People were bringing 
little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to 
them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children 
come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never en-
ter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.  
 The Word of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
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SERMON         Pastor Kris Brower 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  The King of Love My Shepherd Is (v 1, 3, 4, 6)   ELW #502 
 

*THE APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition of the prayers ends with the following response: 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
*PEACE 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from 
the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
*DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*SANCTUS          p 153 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  
 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

Now may these precious gifts of Christ’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in 
God’s grace this day.   Amen 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of 
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance 
of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN                Blest Are They (v 1, 3, 4)   ELW #728  

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Naomi Circle 

in honor of Johanna Becker and her dedicated service to St. John.  
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Our Church Family: 
Mavis Smith Janice Cordova Sydney Wagner Florence Bentke      
Ella Ruemke Clarence Witt Gilbert Spinn Helen Gaskamp            
Emery Schulze  Cynthia Wilson Verna Mae Sefcik  Linda King                      
Tom Bentke Jerry Randermann        Mary Ann Luce     Connie Seward         
Justin Reuter        Dorothy Wiesepape      Charles “Dutch” Schulze   
Marjorie Hohlt       Mary Longhofer Clarence Moehlmann           
A.G. “Doc” & Allene Holtkamp             Peggy & Milton Bosse            John & Carol Haarmeyer            
 

Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries:  Star Cavner, Fred Gaskamp, Ian Hill,  
Peggy Bosse, Helen Gaskamp, Ella Ruemke, Judy Grote, Sydney Wagner, Lexi Hohlt,  
Wesley Westerfeld 
 
Those celebrating wedding anniversaries:  
 

Friends & Family: 

Alyssa & Ezlyn Jones 
Blake Bates 
Carol Lieber 
Christy Dallmeyer 
Corrie Newland 
Dottie Ringwald 
Holly Haarmeyer Rodriquez 
Jayme Remmelts 
John Tuefel 

Kathy Schrader 
Missy Goldmith 
Shannon Wellmann  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please notify the church  
office of any prayer request 
by simply writing a note on 
the back of your attendance 

card.   Thank you! 

Email:  prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com   Church Office Phone: 979-836-8666  

Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org 

Church Council President Jon Westerfeld (979) 277-2471  

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 
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Monday, October 4th   
6:00PM Executive Committee Meeting 
 
Thursday, October 7th   
10:00AM Naomi Circle 
      
Next Sunday, October 10th  
7:45AM Worship Service 
9:00AM Sunday School 

BLOOD DRIVEBLOOD DRIVEBLOOD DRIVE   

Sunday, October 17Sunday, October 17Sunday, October 17ththth      7:30AM7:30AM7:30AM---NoonNoonNoon   

Contact Debra Westerfeld (979)277-5857 or  

sign-up online: commitforlife.org 

 

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, October 17th at 9:00AM 

ADMINISTRATIVE POSITION STILL AVAILABLE 
 

Please contact the church office or a church council member if you 

are interested in the job and would like more information. 

Grammy’s Cookie Convoy cards for all the military men and women 
are due November 1st. Please take a moment and fill one out if you 
haven’t done so already.  


