
  

 

 
*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned our faces 
away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your word when it 
made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. 
Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the 
sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of 
your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen. 
 
Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants of the Most 
High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven 
children of God. Amen. 
 
*GATHERING HYMN  We Give Thee but Thine Own       ELW #686 
  
*Kyrie                    ELW pg 147-148 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God in the Highest                 ELW pg 148 
 
   
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, 
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where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we 
may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                   Genesis 45:3-15 
3Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could not answer 
him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 4Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." 
And they came closer. He said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do 
not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 
preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a rem-
nant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but 
God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me 
lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you 
shall be near me, you and your children and your children's children, as well as your flocks, your 
herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there — since there are five more years of famine 
to come — so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.' 12And 
now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to 
you. 13You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry 
and bring my father down here." 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, while 
Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 
brothers talked with him. 
The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSIVE READING                                                                   Psalm 103:1-13 
1Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
 2Bless the LORD, O my soul,  and do not forget all his benefits — 
 3who forgives all your iniquity,  who heals all your diseases, 
 4who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
 5who satisfies you with good as long as you live 
 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
 6The LORD works vindication  and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 7He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 
 8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9He will not always accuse,  nor will he keep his anger forever. 
 10He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
 nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
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 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
 12as far as the east is from the west,  so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion for his children, 
 so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 
    
SECOND READING                      1  Corinthians 15:19-26 
19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.20 But in 
fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own 
order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the 
end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.     

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go  
 
*GOSPEL                                                                                                                                      Luke 6:27-38  
[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 
other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to 
everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do 
to others as you would have them do to you. 
  32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do 
the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sin-
ners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind 
to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
  37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. For-
give, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure 
you get back.”  

The Word of our Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
SERMON                   Pastor George Rahn 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   Love Divine All Loves Excelling (v 1, 3, 4) ELW #631  
 
*THE APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition of the prayers ends with the following response: 

       God of grace, hear our prayer. 
*PEACE 
 
OFFERING HYMN           Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (twice) ELW #184 
 
*OFFERTORY Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW #186 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our 
journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love 
to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light.  Amen. 
 
*DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
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We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*SANCTUS                     ELW  pg 153 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 
LAMB OF GOD                     ELW pg 154 

 
HYMN DURING COMMUNION                  What Feast of Love    ELW #487 

 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
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Now may these precious gifts of Christ’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace 
this day.   Amen 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to 
bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in 
your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name, 
☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.  Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN                   Blest Be the Tie That Binds    ELW #656 

*DISMISSAL 
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
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Our Church Family: 
Mavis Smith Janice Cordova Sydney Wagner Florence Bentke      
Ella Ruemke Gilbert Spinn Helen Gaskamp            Cynthia Wilson 
Verna Mae Sefcik  Clarence Moehlmann Linda King                       Jerry Randermann       
Mary Ann Luce     Connie Seward          Justin Reuter        Dorothy Wiesepape     
Marjorie Hohlt       Mary Longhofer       Tom Bentke                   Mark Marburger 
Charles “Dutch” Schulze                Dolores Seeker               A.G. “Doc” & Allene Holtkamp             
Peggy & Milton Bosse                     John & Carol Haarmeyer Emery & Helen Schulze     
        
Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries:  Jennifer Schroeder, Riley Moehlmann, Arlie 
Parker, Earline Moody, and Falyn Knebel 
 
Those celebrating wedding anniversaries:  David & Betty Feldmann, Fred & Debra Wester-
feld, Donald & Carolyn Lange, and Don & Regina Holtkamp 

Those celebrating wedding anniversaries:   
Friends & Family: 

Blake Bates 
Carol Lieber 
Christy Dallmeyer 
Corrie Newland 
John Tuefel 
Kennedy Altman 
Missy Goldmith 
Shannon Wellmann  
Sue Maass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please notify the church  

office of any prayer request 
by simply writing a note on 
the back of your attendance 

card.   Thank you! 
 
 
 

Email:  prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com   Church Office Phone: 979-836-8666  

Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org 

Church Council President Kenneth Seeker (512) 801-8663  

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 
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 Tuesday, February 22nd 
  Food Pantry 
  8:30 AM Pastor’s Bible Class   
  9:00 AM Quilting 
   
 
 Next Sunday, February 27th Transfiguration of Our Lord 
  8:00AM Worship Service  
  9:00AM Sunday School 
  10:05AM Worship Service 

   
  

 

Offering Envelopes are available in the Narthex!  
 

The Flower Chart has been posted in the Annex.  
Please sign up for your altar flowers!  


