
Lectionary Reading for Sunday, March 7, 2021 
The Third Sunday in Lent  (Year B) 
 

Psalm 46 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the 

mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its 

tumult. Selah 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 

habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when 

the morning dawns. 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the 

earth melts. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 

Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has brought on 

the earth. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and 

shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 

“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am 

exalted in the earth.” 

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 

 

Matthew 26:47-56 
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was 

a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of 

the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will 

kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, 

“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you 
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are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 

Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and 

struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to 

him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will 

perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he 

will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then 

would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” At 

that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and 

clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the 

temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so 

that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples 

deserted him and fled. 
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