Lectionary Reading for Sunday, March 14, 2021
The Fourth Sunday in Lent (Year B)

Ecclesiastes 5:8-20

If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of
justice and right, do not be amazed at the matter; for the high official is
watched by a higher, and there are yet higher ones over them.

But all things considered, this is an advantage for a land: a king for a plowed
field. The lover of money will not be satisfied with money; nor the lover of
wealth, with gain. This also is vanity. When goods increase, those who eat
them increase; and what gain has their owner but to see them with his
eyes? Sweet is the sleep of laborers, whether they eat little or much; but the
surfeit of the rich will not let them sleep. There is a grievous ill that I have
seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owners to their hurt, and
those riches were lost in a bad venture; though they are parents of children,
they have nothing in their hands. As they came from their mother’s womb,
so they shall go again, naked as they came; they shall take nothing for their
toil, which they may carry away with their hands. This also is a grievous ill:
just as they came, so shall they go; and what gain do they have from toiling
for the wind? Besides, all their days they eat in darkness, in much vexation
and sickness and resentment.

This is what I have seen to be good: it is fitting to eat and drink and find
enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of
the life God gives us; for this is our lot. Likewise all to whom God gives
wealth and possessions and whom he enables to enjoy them, and to accept
their lot and find enjoyment in their toil—this is the gift of God. For they will
scarcely brood over the days of their lives, because God keeps them
occupied with the joy of their hearts.

Exodus 23:10-13

For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield; but the seventh
year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, so that the poor of your people may
eat; and what they leave the wild animals may eat. You shall do the same
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with your vineyard, and with your olive orchard. Six days you shall do your
work, but on the seventh day you shall rest, so that your ox and your
donkey may have relief, and your homeborn slave and the resident alien
may be refreshed. Be attentive to all that I have said to you. Do not invoke
the names of other gods; do not let them be heard on your lips.
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