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Welcome to Trinity.

We hope you find this Taizé service to be a time of prayer and renewal. 
For those new to this unique form of musical prayer, we offer a few notes of introduction:

Chants: The numbers listed on the right-hand side of this service bulletin are the chant 
numbers found in the book, Songs & Prayers from Taizé. Each chant is repeated many 
times over; with time, you may find a mantra effect to this repetition. Many who attend 
Taizé regularly, can attest that once a chant is learned and becomes familiar, a space 
opens up within for the meeting of the soul and the Spirit.

When there are specific instructions for chants, they are noted in italics.

Cantors: While the congregation sings, a cantor may sing a descant (an independent tre-
ble melody usually sung or played above a basic melody) over the congregation. Please 
continue to sing the chant while the cantor sings a prayer for us all. If you feel so moved, 
feel free to improvise on any of the chants.

Prayers: The large cross icon, placed at the front of the church, is a copy of one painted 
by Brother Eric of the Taizé community. It might serve as a focus for your prayer or 
meditation. Please feel free to explore this church, filled with symbols that can be used 
as prayer aides, including other icons, the altar mural, candles placed throughout, and 
burning incense. All are here to assist you in prayer and renewal.

We’re delighted you have joined us. Come, let us pray.



GATHERING CHANTS
Bless the Lord 

Be not afraid



SCRIPTURE
Alleluia 11 – Psalm 84
(Between refrains of “Alleluia” the congregation is invited to hum the chord while the cantor 
chants the psalm verses.)

 1   How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 
  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;
  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
 2   The sparrow has found her a house
      and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
  by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
 3   Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
  they will always be praising you.
 4   Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
 5   Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
 6   They will climb from height to height, *
  and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
 7   Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
  hearken, O God of Jacob.
 8   Behold our defender, O God; *
  and look upon the face of your Anointed.
 9   For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, *
  and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
  than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.
 10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; * 
  he will give grace and glory;
 11 No good thing will the Lord withhold * 
  from those who walk with integrity.
 12 O Lord of hosts, *
  happy are they who put their trust in you!



A Reading from Hebrews (12:1-2, 12-14)
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race 
that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight 
paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be 
healed.
Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.

The Lord is my light 

A Reading from John (15:1-5, 7-8)
Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it 
bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 
me you can do nothing. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for what-
ever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.



When the night becomes dark 

Silence and Prayers

PRAYERS
O Lord hear our prayer



The Lord’s Prayer (from The New Zealand Prayer Book)
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and that 
shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The hallow-
ing of your name echo through the universe! The way of your justice be followed 
by the peoples of the world! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your 
commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With 
the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, 
forgive us. In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us. From trials too great 
to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the 
glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. Amen.

Summary Prayer
Let us pray. God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, The Spirit’s out-
pouring be with you, Now and always. Amen.

Celebration of the Resurrection
(During the next two chants, the congregation is invited to light candles and to lay 
your thoughts, your joys and burdens upon Christ.)
Our darkness



In God alone

CLOSING CHANT
With you, O Lord 



Taizé Prayer is offered regularly in Indianapolis by the following churches.

4th Sundays  
North United Methodist Church at 5 p.m. 
3808 N Meridian Street

3rd and 5th Sundays 
University of Indianapolis at 5 p.m.
& University Heights United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. 
4002 Otterbein Avenue

Look for “Taizé in Indianapolis” on FaceBook!

The website for the Taizé community is http://www.taize.fr/en

Selections from Songs and Prayers from Taizé (1991) and Taizé: Songs for Prayer 
(1998); © GIA Publications, Inc.; exclusive agent Les Presses de Taizé. Selections from 
Songs from Taizé 2013-2014 © Ateliers et Presses de Taizé. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net # A-702803.
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