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Parable of the Sower

Parables are stories that Jesus told that have deep meaning –when we are ready to receive them.  What is perhaps the most compelling about parables is that the meaning can change, or can have several interpretations.

This one seems pretty straightforward:  the seed is sown on different types of soil, and depending on whether it’s a hard path, a rocky patch, one strewn with thorns, or good, aerated soil –well, that’s how the seeds will grow. Seeds grow in good soil.   But we also know that even in the worst conditions, seeds can sometimes grow. (Think about a ‘wallflower’ which sprouts within a stone or brick wall). Or as one second grade boy pointed out to me:  “Birds eat seeds and then they poop them out and the seeds grow somewhere else!” 

Jesus reminds us in this parable that seeds grow to some extent everywhere. 

Wondering

Read the parable together, and begin to wonder about what Jesus might be saying to you and your family.

Wonder about what the seed is that Jesus is talking about. 
Talk about when you have been ‘the good soil’ for the teachings of Jesus -and when, perhaps, you’ve been one of the others (thorny, rocky). Jesus teaches us to love others -have you been a harvest of that ‘grain’: of loving others? How can you do more?
The Parable:  And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”  
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