The Parable of the Good Shepherd
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As we experience the stories over and over, we can use them to reflect on events in our lives.  We all face a variety of situations:  sometimes we hurt, and sometimes we are filled with joy and gratitude. Sometimes, we’re just plain confused!
The Parable of the Good Shepherd is a blend of the 23rd Psalm and Jesus’ “I am” statement:  “I am the Good Shepherd, and I know each one of the sheep by name.”  This story acknowledges that life is filled with good and bad, light and darkness, joy and sadness. Life is living ALL of this, and God is there to lend a guiding hand, or to dance with us in our joys.  
The Good Shepherd walks in front of the sheep to show them the way: 
           to the good, green grass…

to the cool, still, fresh water… 

through places of danger or darkness,

 safely back to the sheepfold. 

Wondering:
Talk about the day’s events, and wonder together where you might place one or two of them in the story. What has been each of these:
The green grass;  the cool, fresh water;  the places of darkness or danger;  the sheepfold?
What about recent events in our country? (Covid 19, Demonstrations to End Racism) What about each of these seems like the green grass or the fresh water? The dark/dangerous places?  The sheepfold? Where are you in this? 


Psalm 23   King James Version (KJV)

23 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;

he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

Psalm 23   New Revised Standard

A Psalm of David.
23 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;

he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.
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