
Theological/Scriptural Considerations for Reopening Public Worship Spaces 
 
To worship the living God is a holy, healing, hopeful, and honoring occasion. As we have been 
physically missing from public assembly and the fellowship of our church communities, many have felt 
a longing for the Sunday gatherings that highlight their expressions of faith. There is no question that 
this has been a challenging time of change and a season of loss. There is also no question that God has 
a history of being made known to the children of the Holy in times of experienced exile and struggle. 
God is not absent in this world no matter our absence from any building. 
 
In Scripture we find examples of the children of Israel in bondage and exile following famine or the 
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. They were driven or taken from their homeland and place of 
worship. And in those seasons of suffering, God showed up. Be it in the great story of the Exodus, or in 
the proclamations of the prophets, God was there. In the first chapter of Ezekiel there is an 
extraordinary vision of a mighty throne, living creatures, and wonderfully…wheels. These wheels 
allowed the throne to “move in any of the four directions without veering…” (v. 17) God was on the 
move, in the company of the exiled, and able to go anywhere. The Temple was a holy blessing, but was 
never a prison for the Spirit. God is with us. 
 
As we consider what it means to reopen facilities, it will serve us well to consider the impact on the 
most vulnerable people in our congregations. In addition, let us give a thought to any blessed strangers 
who may be moved to join in worship. In the energized desire to gather again it is easy to lose sight of 
who might be excluded. In the excitement of being able to see one another face to face again, it is easy 
to dismiss the risk of bringing harm to our friends. To prioritize the most vulnerable, and to welcome 
the stranger, are demonstrated characteristics of Christ.  
 
As we engage conversations about reopening facilities let us take the council of the Apostle Paul in the 
letters to the Roman and Corinthian churches. These texts deal with supporting others in their 
entrance into Christian community and using our bodies in ways that are glorifying to God. “…resolve 
instead never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another…so do not let your good 
be spoken of as evil.” (Romans 14) How can we design our gatherings in ways that do not place risk or 
hindrance before another? “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are beneficial. All things 
are lawful for me, but I will not be dominated by anything” (1 Corinthians 6:12a) How might we make 
sure our eagerness and desires to gather do not overtake our consideration for another? “Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:3-4) 
 
One last thought. While we are still in time of physically being away from our church facilities, let us 
fully commit ourselves to the forever work of God’s people. Let us be a blessing where we are. To the 
exiles Jeremiah spoke these words: “…seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29:7) The 
church is alive in you right where you are. The mission of the church can be offered right where you 
are. The hope of the church can be proclaimed right where you are. The welfare and future of the 
church depends not on the availability of sanctuary spaces, but rather the living witness of a 
resurrection people wherever they may be. 

 
Discern well. Rejoice in hope. Know that, “…neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 


