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“There’s an App for 
That” 

I will be the first person to admit 
that we live in an “app” filled universe.  That 
$600 hunk of circuitry wrapped in plastic with 
the $50 case which tends to rule my life seems 
to me indispensable some days.  It can tell me 
the time of day as well as what time to pick up 
the dry cleaning and with whom I’ll be meeting 
tonight at 7:00pm. And, oh yes, it can regularly 
connect me with a high school classmate 
awaiting a bone marrow transplant. I’m even 
told you can make and receive phone calls on it. 
Alas, it is the end-all of communication, but is is 
even better with apps (short for applications). It 
is these nickel and dime additions to my smart 
phone’s core that make it work so well. And if 
you find there is something else you wish to do 
with your life…..there’s an app for that, too. 
Think of any first-world problems you can 
imagine and, thanks to the genius of computer 
geeks holed up in their mom’s basement 
somewhere, you now have the solution at your 
fingertips via millions of “apps.” Need to get 
your “to do” tasks organized? You need the “To 
Do Reminder” app. 
Are you always running late? You need the 
“Bounce” app, or the “Running Late” app that will 
text your friends to let them know you’re a bit 
behind. 
Need to track your daily walk around the block? 
Try the “Map MY Walk” app. 
Feel a compulsive need to take a picture of your 
lunch and share it to your disinterested friends? 
Yeah, there’s an app for that - Facebook. 
Some of these apps are about better 
productivity, while others are all about wasting 
time.  All of them, however, have become a 
ubiquitous part of our lives. 
Of course, none of these apps is a one-and-done 
deal. If you use enough of them, you know that 
an app is only as useful as the net update from 
the developer. 

We’re constantly being reminded to download 
the next update, and we’re also told what the 
app will do better when it’s installed. Maybe it 
will make it less buggy. Perhaps the update 
enhances the security features. Perhaps the app 
has been remodeled with new graphics, or given 
it a cooler feature.  
And sometimes, unless you update the app will 
not work. 
As my friends at Homileticesonline.com put it, 
this is similar to the problems facing the 
Corinthian Church in the first century. Paul was 
dealing with an “app” problem as in the 
“application of Christianity.” The Corinthian 
Christians were dealing with problems not too 
different from the ones facing the 21st century 
wireless world. There were (a) disagreements 
among members (1:10-17), (b) questions as to 
which leaders should be followed (3:1-9), (c) 
sexual immorality (5:1-2), (d) lawsuits among 
believers (6:1-11), and even  (e) disagreements 
over which foods were better for them (8:1-13). 
They had the basics. What they lacked was a 
practical application. Paul introduced the “Agape 
Update” into the Corinthian Church. It was the 
app the Corinthian Church has needed all along. 
It wasn’t phileo; it wasn’t eros. What Paul 
recommended was the agape app, pure and 
simple. Agape love was the update the 
Corinthians needed to fulfill their needs. And 
Paul told them that without it they should not 
expect their device (their life) to work properly. 
Agape was the hoped for update to their lives. 
Agape - the highest form of love, the love of God 
for us and us for God. 
The Corinthians were in desperate need of this 
update and it was free.  
 

F rom  the  Pastor ’s  Pen. . .  
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February 2018 
Thoughts from  

the Moderator… 
 

 

Sharon Tilbe, Moderator   
239-823-6630   sbtilbe@aol.com 

 
Have you really noticed how many visitors we have 
had and how many new members we have 
welcomed in the last 11 months? 
Why become a member?  
…To feel like a part of our community of faith.  
Sometimes, Seasonal friends (AKA Snowbirds) choose 
to be Associate Members.  This Associate “status” gives 
one all the voting rights of full membership, with the 
understanding that you will maintain your status of 
membership with your home church.  We are 
comfortable sharing the wealth of your talents, 
treasures and time with churches up north!  This is 
something you may want to consider.   
Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting of FMCUCC will be held on March 
11, 2018 following the Sunday Worship Service.  This is 
the time that we receive and vote on the proposed 
Annual Budget, Annual Reports of Boards, Committees 
and other working groups, and the Nominations for 
Board, Committee and working group members.  Please 
plan to stay later that day after church. 
What is the Pastoral Relations Committee?  
Our Pastoral Relations Committee “supports and 
maintains a relationship between the Pastor and 
members of the congregation, through enhancing 
communication, interpretation and understanding 
between the Pastor and the membership.” Our 
committee of Sandy Boler, Bob White, Jeff Trout and 
Terri Crawford meets Dave periodically and they 
discuss “how things are going.”   
A Thought for our Neighborhoods  
When Your Neighborhood gets together for lunch, a 
project, for chats or whatever your neighborhood 
chooses as its identity, please talk about what is 
going well with our church! Can you think of two or 
three things that appear to be going well; things that 
you are excited about, or changes you have seen 
that are long past due?  We’d like that feedback, 
either through our Pastoral Relations Committee, or 
directly to me.  And concerns?  We welcome those 
too, especially if we understand how a change has 
impacted your worship experience, made you feel 
uncomfortable or not welcomed. Thank you!   
 

Fragrance Free Zone? 
As you enter the Sanctuary, you either have noticed, 
have ignored, or you try to take advantage of our 
Fragrance Free Zone which has been our attempt to 
make an area as fragrance free as possible. There are 
many people, both known to us and visitors, who have 
pulmonary disease or conditions that are triggered by 
strong scents.  This is a very real threat to their health 
and well-being.  Now, like “smoke free zones” of years 
past, we learned that scents cannot read the signs.  So, 
we ask that if you sit in the Fragrance Free Zone, it is 
because you understand the threat and you will not 
sport fragrance in the form of cologne, perfume, 
scented lotions, hair product, or even deodorant that 
carry a scent.  And, for those of us who often sit 
nearby this area, we can “lighten up” on our use of 
scents, at least for church service.  Thank you for your 
consideration!   
Lenten Program 
Please look for the promotion of our upcoming Lenten 
Program “Cracking the Shell of Whiteness.” Easter is 
scheduled early this year so mark your calendars! 
Provocative discussion   will follow light suppers.  On 
Ash Wednesday there will be a service (no meal), and 
the same holds true for Maundy Thursday/Good Friday 
Service. Consider participating in all, or what you can, 
you will not be sorry.  Thank you. Blessings abound. 
Lent will be upon us. May your reflections be 
restorative and your meditations be healing.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIFT TO OUR 
FRIENDS IN PUERTO RICO! Your openheartedness and 

openhandedness is outstanding.   
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The UCC Women’s group at Ft. Myers Congregational United Church of Christ meets all year.  All women are 
invited to join UCC Women for whatever activities appeal to you. 

 

If you have questions, suggestions or comments, please contact our President Barb Coons at 549-8283 or email at 
kayebarb3344@gmail.com 

 

Book D iscussion Group: 
Meetings of the UCC Women are held monthly (except December) on the third Thursday, 6:00 p.m.  Dinner and 
discussion based on books from The Florida UCC Women’s Reading for Renewal Book List and other titles will 
be shared.  Women are encouraged to borrow or purchase a copy of the book to be discussed and read it prior 
to the dinner. (Some copies are in the Church Library and the Lee County Library System has most of the titles).  
Even if you haven’t had a chance to read the book, come for the lively discussions and fellowship.  Please sign 
up on the UCC Women’s Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall.  

February 22nd –Please note change to 4th Thursday for this month only.  At the 
church for a shared cost dinner at 6:00 followed by discussion of “A Seminole 
Legend:  the life of Betty Mae Tiger Jumper” by Betty Mae Tiger Jumper and 
Patsy West.  This is one of the Mission Study books from the Reading for 
Renewal List for this year. 

March 15th  -  Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 
April 19th  – to be determined 
May 17th  – Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger 
 

Memorial Receptions 
UCC Women provide receptions with coffee, punch and cookies after memorial services at the church.  If you 
are willing to be contacted when there is a reception planned to either bake cookies or help set up, serve, and 
clean-up a reception, please sign up on the UCC Women’s Bulletin Board.  Signing up does not commit you to 
serve, only that you are willing to be asked and will help if available. 

 

Lunch Bunch 
Second Tuesday of the month at 12:00 noon.  Join us for a meal along with informal fellowship, conversation, 
and programs.  Please sign up on the UCC Women’s Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall.  For the summer 
months, lunch will be held at area restaurants. 
 

February 13th – at the church.  Cheryl Frank will present a program about Seminole quilting.  
The Seminole Indians are the Mission Study topic for Florida UCC Women this year. 
March 13th and April 10th - at the church, Salad Lunch, Part I and Part II.  Again this year 
there will be two parts to the Annual Salad Lunch.  Please sign up to bring your favorite 
salad for either March or April.  Plan to attend both lunches to enjoy the many kinds of 
salads the excellent cooks of the church bring to share.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

UCC W omen  
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Donations Needed: 
 Items for Sale – In good condition, clean working and resalable.  Donations 

accepted Thursday and Friday, February 15 and 16. 
 Baked Goods for Sale.  Deliver to kitchen Saturday morning before 8:30. 

Attic Treasures is sponsored by UCC Women of FMCUCC.  They use the proceeds of Attic Treasures 
and other activities to support several local organizations and to purchase items to enhance the 
church facility and equipment.  Recent purchases include the projector and screen in Fellowship 

Hall and, this fall, two cordless microphones for Fellowship Hall. 

Attic Treasures 

Fort Myers Congregational UCC 
8210 College Parkway, Fort Myers FL 

Saturday, February 17 - 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Help Needed: 
 Set-up Help to accept donations and sort and price sale items 

(Thursday, February 15, 9-12 & 4-8 and Friday, February 16, 9-
12) 

 
 Help on Sale Day (8:15 – 1:00) 
 
 Sign-up sheets are on the main Bulletin Board 
 
 Shoppers for Saturday 
 
 Clean-up Help for Saturday (12:30 – 3:00) 
 
 All members and friends of the church, are welcome to contribute by donating items for sale, mak-
ing and contributing baked goods for the sale, helping with sorting and price on set-up days and/or 
working on sale day. 

 Clothing 
 Small Appliances and 

Tools (no computers, 
printers)  

 Housewares 
 Jewelry 
 Holiday Decorations 

 Linens 
 White Elephants 
 Books, DVDs, CDs 
 Toys and games 
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 “Feed my Lambs”  
The instructions were but three words, spoken by the Resurrected Christ as recorded in 
John 21:15: “When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do 
you love me more than these?’ ‘Yes, Lord," he said, ‘You know that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Feed 
my lambs.”’ The question was asked three times with the same three words, eliciting the same 
answer to which Jesus responded each time :  

‘Feed my lambs.  
‘Feed my lambs 

‘Feed my lambs.” 
The message, often reported metaphorically, couldn’t be more clear. Jesus wants his followers to take care of one 
another in any instance where the needs of mankind are noted.  That includes the literal; Jesus wants us to make sure 
that the hungry are fed.  To that end, your church’s driveway will find alongside it soon three refurbished and 
repurposed newspaper boxes filled with snacks — everything from crackers and peanut butter, to individual cereal 
boxes, to small self-opening cans of meat to, well….whatever we can find that works.  The snacks are for our neighbors, 
sojourners along College Blvd., and it’s sidewalks, and strangers young and old, who…well, who could use a snack 
when  they happen to be in our vicinity. The boxes will be labeled in large letters with the words:  

SNACKS 
ON 
US 

People need only to walk up to one of the boxes, pull open a front door and take the snack(s) that meet their 
momentary need. It is a mini free food pantry.  A small group of people have obtained the boxes, plan to resurrect them 
very soon and open us for business. At times, the congregation will be asked to participate in various ways.  This isa 
new idea, a new endeavor, one that may or may not work, may or may not lead to other ways to distributed food, may 
or may not  be abused.  In the newspaper business, the boxes are called Honor Boxes, hoping that customers will take 
only the number of papers they need.  We offer our snacks with the same trusting attitude.  We know the perils; they are 
few and minor.  

During Lent we will offer a six 
week series, Cracking the Shell 
of Whiteness, facilitated by Lyn 

and John Clark Pegg and others. This will 
be an interactive reflection/discussion 
group for people who are interested in 
being effective allies with people of color 
in the work of dismantling racism and 
undoing white privilege. This series is a 
process designed to support people 
wherever they are on their journey. 
Please sign up on the sheet located on 
the bulletin board.  Space is limited! For 
more information, contact Lyn (218-348-
3048) or John (218-349-1786) Lyn and 
John are newcomers to FMCUCC, hailing 
from Duluth, MN.  Lyn is a retired 
psychologist and educator, and John is a 
retired UCC minister and community 
organizer.  They have had extensive 
involvement in the anti-racism and civil 
rights movement for many years. 
 

 Lenten series 
Cracking the Shell of Whiteness 

DATE Supper Hosts   5:30PM Program 6:00 PM 

February 14 
Wednesday 

 No Meal 
7:00 PM -Lenten Service 

in Sanctuary 

February 21 
Wednesday 

Deacons 
  
  

February 28 
 Wednesday 

Fellowship  
Health & Wellness 

  
 
  

March 7 
Wednesday 

   

March 14 
 Wednesday 

Christian Education   

March 21 
 Wednesday 

  

Personnel 
Sharon Tilbe 

  
 

March 28 
Wednesday 

Evening before 
Maundy Thursday 

Finance 
Trustees 

 

March 29 
Thursday 

No Meal  Maundy Thursday 
Service 7:00 PM 



 

7 

 D r ive  Thru  Imposit ion  of  Ashes  
February  14 th 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 14th, we are taking it to the streets.  Well, to  the 
parking lot and driveway, at least.  From noon until 3:00 pm, Pastor Bucey will 
be performing the age-old rite of Imposition of Ashes to anyone who will turn 
off College Parkway and present themselves.   

 

Ash Wednesday, a day of fasting, is the first day of Lent in Western Christianity.  
Lent originated as a mirroring of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness wherein 
Christians prepare for the coming of Lent. Ash Wednesday derives its name 
from the practice of ashes being placed on the foreheads of participants in the 
form of a cross to remind receivers that they “come from dust and to dust they 
return.” 

 

Signs will direct passersby to turn into our driveway and roll down their auto 
window, if driving, or just walk up the driveway and receive the mark of ashes.  
Our Board of Deacons will assist in this ancient rite. 
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Life’s most persistent and 
urgent question is, "What are 
you doing for others?” ~ MLK 
Our board of Missions 
continues to demonstrate 
this without question.  Check 
out our bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall.  We keep a 
monthly update of where our 
Mission Dollars go, thanks to 
Bob Nolin. We post the 
lovely  thank you's from the 
outreach we do throughout 
Lee County.  Check it out! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abundant Grace  meal 
service for the homeless on 
the second and last 
Wednesday of the month 
s u r e  m a k e s  t h i s 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  s t a n d 
out.  Thank you FMCUCC for 
your continued support 
cooking and serving for this 
fellowship.  Please continue 
to check the sign up sheets, 
see where YOU can help 
us.  There are brownies and 
cornbread to bake and 
donate.  Folks to transport 
and serve the food. There 
are opportunities for you to 
answer this question "what 
are you doing for others?” at 
FMCUCC. 

We’re Diving Deeper 
Together 

We’re Growing Stronger 
Together 

We’re Praying Together 
 
Sunday School 
27 kids have crossed our 
threshold aged 3 - 15+.  
Room 3 is our classroom for 
Sunday mornings. Room 4 is 
our new Teen Talk room for 
kids aged 13 and up. As we 
expand in number, so do 
our ideas of how to teach 
God’s love to all these ages.  
Thanks to Lynne Holden’s 
research, we have new 
bibles for our classroom, 

reaching 3 different age 
groups. 
The Guidebook for 13yrs 
and up. 
Adventure Bible for 9-12yrs. 
The Jesus Storybook Bible 
for 5-8yrs. 
We will continue using Deep 
Blue One Room Classroom 
cur r i cu lum and add 
Submerge for our tweens.  
We would be happy for any 
individuals interested in 
teaching or helping in any 
way with Sunday School 
and our classrooms.  Please 
come check us out. We have 
fun! 
 

We have also chosen the 
2018 Christmas pageant 
program! We are in need of 
assistance with sewing 
costumes. If you are creative 
and have time to spare, 
please contact Jennifer Paul 
239-980-4829. We are so 
excited! 
If a 9:00am Adult Sunday 
School class sounds 
appealing, please let the 
church office 239-482-3133 
know.  We have an excited 
member interested in 
heading this up. 
 

Happy Valentine’s 
Day from the Sunday 

School Kids! 

WANTED: Justice Ministry Network (JMN) 
members 
MEETING: Tuesday, February 13, 7:00pm in 
Fellowship Hall 
While everyone at Fort Myers 
Congregational UCC is needed at the 
L.I.F.E. Nehemiah Action on March 
20 (7:00pm at St. Columbkille Roman 
Catholic Church with registration at 6:30), 
we also need those who are interested in 
becoming more involved in L.I.F.E. to 
become Justice Ministry Network 
members. JMN members commit to 1. 
Attend all LIFE events (Rally Feb 26, 
Nehemiah Action March 20, and 
Celebration May 1), 2. Bring 3 people to 
the Nehemiah Action, and 3. Invest in LIFE. 
To hear more come to the meeting at 
FMCUCC on Tuesday, February 13, 
from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. 

 Board of  M issions -  

Love  Your  Neighbor  
 

L . I .F .E .  

 Chr ist ian  Educat ion  
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SUNDAY NIGHTERS 

MINNESOTA SHUFFLE 
Please join us for Sunday 
Nighters on Sunday, February 
18.  Everyone bring their own 
place setting and a dish to 
pass.  The Minnesota Shuffle 
around the potluck tables will 
b e g i n  p r o m p t l y  a t 
5:30.  Following dinner we will 
have a music program 
presented by the Jubilee 
Quartet, an a capella 
"Barbershop" style gospel 
quartet.  The members are 
Jeannie Summers (lead), Marti 
Pierce (tenor), Vivian Moran 
(baritone) and Janet Kuhns 
(bass).  Marti and Janet are 
members of our church.  They 
are all members of Spirit of 
the Gulf Sweet Adelines 
Chorus in Fort Myers.  Their 
program will be a Valentines 
celebration...only a few days 
after the fact!  Come and 
enjoy the fun!  Please sign up 
on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall and make 
sure you check off main dish, 
salad, veg. or dessert.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
The Music Committee met on 
January 15. After much 
discussion and input from 
many people over the last few 
weeks ,  we  voted  to 
discontinue wearing choir 
robes for now. We will wear 
white tops and black skirts or 
slacks for Easter. We 
discussed the budget and will 
make some recommendations 
to the Finance and Personnel 
Committees. The choir will be 
part of both the Ash 
Wednesday and Maundy 
Thursday services. Our next 
meeting will be on April 16. 

 

LIVING THE QUESTIONS 

NEW GROUP 
Are you interested in being a 
part of the new group of 
Living The Questions?  See the 
sign-up sheet in Fellowship 
Hall. Ask Tom Miller 482-
2908. Come to the Orientation 
S e s s i o n  o n  A p r i l 
3rd (Tuesday) at 3:00 in the 
Fellowship Hall. We need ten 
people for a viable group.  
 

CREATIVE SPIRITS 
We will be getting together 
and creating memories, crafts 
and good cheer!  Bring your 
own project to work on.  
Please join us on Tuesday, 
February 6th at 6pm.  For 
more information, please 
contact Marianne Dent  
508-254-3920 

HEALTH  & WELLNESS 
The daily whirl of thoughts, 
ideas, worries, concerns go 
around endlessly in our heads. 
How to slow it all down and 
give our brains a rest? How to 
make some space, some 
room? How to give our busy 
minds a vacation moment and 
a chance to ease up enough to 
let some solutions come 
through? A recent book: 10% 
Happier –- How I Tamed the 
Voice in My Head, Reduced 
Stress Without Losing My 
Edge, and Found Self-Help 
That Actually Works—A True 
Story by Dan Harris of ABC 
News addresses the value of 
meditation for mental well-
being. Deb White will talk with 
us about how helpful 
meditation can be. Please join 
the Health and Wellness 
Committee on Monday 
morning at 10 am on Feb. 
26th. 
 
Better balance and greater 
strength are rewards of Yoga 
practice.  Please join the 
H e a l t h  a n d  W e l l n e s s 
Committee for our continuing 
introduction to Yoga's sun 
Salutation exercises.  We meet 
the first Wednesday of the 
month.  
Contact Pat Ponczek 231-920-
7287 for more information. 

 

 
 
 

 C hurch H appenings 
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Please join us on February 11th. as we welcome over 20 new members to our 
FMCUCC family.  We are thrilled to have so many new faces joining us in 
worship and fellowship.  A light reception will follow worship in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

 

N ew M embers  J oining 

 February   
Sunday  Servants  

Date Time

Ushers

Scheduled by
Anne Peiffer

239-482-1892

Head Usher: 
Doug Stewart
239-561-9784

Liturgist

Scheduled by
Joan Tuberosa
239-267-9823

Coffee

Hosts

Scheduled by
Freda Cooper*
239-433-0250

Door 

Openers

Scheduled by
Deanna Fisher*
239-693-4774

Hospital

Visitors

Scheduled by
Anne Peiffer

239-482-1892

4 10:00 AM
Ron Dillman

Forrest and Ellen Barton
Berneda Taylor

Doreen Johnstone
Barbara Glass

Pam Pitura 
Mary  Aylesworth

Nancy Rohde

11 10:00 AM
Ron Dillman
Jeanne Phifer

Ned and Carol Downing
Alicia Shaw

Mike Walser, 
Barbara Glass Nancy Rohde

18 10:00 AM

Bev Cramer
Gabe Spuckes

Willie Middleton
Eddie Stahl

Marianne Dent
Mike Walser,

Bill & Jackie Boler Nancy Rohde

25 10:00 AM

Ron Dillman
Marianne Dent
Robert Nolin

Tony Brockelman

Karen Kelly
Mike Walser

Lynn Van Leaven
Hope Jones

Nancy Rohde
HealthPark Hospice

Tom Poe

February
Lee Memorial

John Anderson
Gulf Coast

Sandy Boler
HealthPark
Joyce Judas



 

11 



 

12 

FT. MYERS CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
8210 College Parkway 
Ft. Myers, Fl.  33919-5192 

THE MINISTRY 
All in this community of faith who seek to follow the Way of Jesus. 

 

Rev. David K. Bucey,   Pastor davidbucey@gmail.com 
Cell phone: 513-535-2121 
Lisa Riehl,  Office Manager ofcmgrfmcucc@gmail.com 
Cezar Muñoz, Music Director cezarmunoz@gmail.com 
Thad Goodwin,  Organist btsdad@aol.com 
Linda Fairleigh,  Accompanist linda.fairleigh29@yahoo.com 
Laura Wunderly,  Financial Coordinator  laurafmcucc@aol.com 
Homer Sosa,  Custodian   
 
 
Church Telephone: 239-482-3133 
Fax: 239-482-3103 
Website: www.fmcucc.org 
Church Email: ofcmgrfmcucc@gmail.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Fort Myers Congregations UCC  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

To everyone at the home of: 

OUR PURPOSE 
We are a growing and inclusive congregation alive with 

inspirational worship and life-changing outreach. 

 


