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Once upon a time in a 
faraway barnyard, a 
mother duck sat dutifully 

on her eggs. As she awaited their 
hatching, she noticed that one of the 
eggs was much different from the 
others. It was indeed larger and of a 
much different color. But she loved the 
egg nonetheless. Other barnyard 
animals called the large egg a turkey 
egg.  They said, “That’s a turkey egg. I’d 
know one anywhere.” When the 
appointed time for the hatching came, 
the old duck watched as each egg 
cracked and eventually produced an 
offspring. All seemed well. That was 
until the last, larger egg opened wide.   
What a surprise was in store. That 
offspring was indeed larger and, frankly, 
not nearly as cute and loveable as the 
smaller ones. The larger “ugly” duckling 
was awkward and slower. It did not 
swim like the others and it did not quack 
like the others. The mother duck loved 
the ugly duckling as if it were just like 
the others. But all was not well.  
Soon the other barnyard animals began 
to tease the ugly duckling and called it 
awful names. Eventually, the mother 
duck found that the larger “duckling” 
was really a swan. She watched as it 
gracefully swam on the pond and 
brought beauty to the barnyard. All was 
well once again. 
Of course this is Hans Christian 
Andersen’s tale of “The Ugly Duckling.” 
The story teaches us that things are not 

always as they appear at first.   
This tale reminds me of Pentecost in the 
second chapter of Acts. Christians had 
gathered from far and wide to hear 
Peter preach. A sound came from 
Heaven and there appeared tongues as 
of fire, and they began to speak in other 
tongues. Immediately some began to 
observe, “They must be drunk to be 
speaking like that.” It was as if they said, 
“That’s a turkey egg. I’d know one 
anywhere.” They acted on insufficient 
information. 
Peter had to rise above the crowd and 
explain to the assembled masses that 
the men were indeed not drunk. Rather, 
they were filled with the Holy Spirit. He 
went on to explain that it was indeed 
the Holy Spirit that had come to rest 
upon them that day, and that each one 
had understood in his own language. 
I’ve seen this over the years. First 
impressions rule the day. I've heard 
people say with the barnyard animals, 
“That’s a turkey egg.” I hear them say, 
“They’re drunk.” I even hear it said, “They 
aren’t like us. They don’t belong here.” 
Let’s learn from the barnyard animals 
and those gathered at Pentecost. First 
impressions can be destructive. Let’s 
allow the Holy Spirit to fill us with 
wisdom to discern what His will is for us 
in this season of Pentecost. It will serve 
us well.   
Let’s gather on May 20th to celebrate! 

From the Pastor’s Pen...  
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Kris Hurren receives 
Justice Award 

The last event of the 
season for Justice 
Ministry Network 
Members in Lee 
I n t e r f a i t h  F o r 
Empowerment (LIFE) 
congregation was  

the Celebration held on Tuesday, May 1, 
at New Image Tabernacle in North Fort 
Myers. LIFE Network members from 13 Lee 
County faith communities filled the hall as 
LIFE celebrate past successes in areas 
such as unsolved murders, School 
Discipline, and the new civil citation law 
which passed in the last 5 minutes of this 
year's legislative session. 
Nine of our FMCUCC Justice Ministry 
Network members were recognized for 
bringing 3 or more people to the 
Nehemiah Action. Pastor Bucey and Jim 
Boler were given awards for leadership in 
the research process this last year. 
The final and most prestigious award, the 
John Bowman Justice Award for 
Commitment to Justice, was presented to 
Kris Hurren for her involvement in a wide 
range of LIFE activities; everything from 
taking notes at research meetings with 
community leaders and attending the all-
important meetings with the county 
commissioners. Congratulations Kris! 

The next LIFE events will be a series of 
House Meetings in each congregation next 
fall. These are part of the "listening 
process" which provides an opportunity 
for people to share personal experiences 
of injustice and join the ministry. And then 
Justice Ministry Network members  from 
all the congregations will gather at the 
Annual Assembly where we will share 
stories from the house meetings and vote 
on a focus for LIFE in 2018-19. 

LIFE for Justice! Justice for Life! 

L.I.F.E. 
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The UCC Women’s group at Ft. Myers Congregational United Church of Christ meets all year.  
All women are invited to join UCC Women for whatever activities appeal to you. 

 

If you have questions, suggestions or comments, please contact our President Barb Coons at 239-549-8283 or 
email at kayebarb3344@gmail.com 

Book Discussion Group:  
Meetings of the UCC Women are held 
monthly (except December) on the third 
Thursday, 6:00 p.m. Dinner and discussion 
based on books from The Florida UCC 
Women’s Reading for Renewal Book List 
and other titles will be shared.  Women 
are encouraged to borrow or purchase a 
copy of the book to be discussed and 
read it prior to the dinner (some copies 
are in the Church Library and the Lee 

County Library System has most of the 
titles).  Even if you haven’t had a chance 
to read the book, come for the lively 
discussions and fellowship.  Please sign 
up on the UCC Women’s Bulletin Board in 
Fellowship Hall.  
May 17th  – “Ordinary Grace” by William 

Kent Krueger. Meet at the church for a 
shared cost dinner followed by 
discussion. 

June 21st – to be determined 

UCC Women 

Meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 12:00 noon. Join us for a meal along 
with informal fellowship, conversation, and programs.  Please sign up on the UCC 
Women’s Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall.  For the summer months, lunch will be 
held at area restaurants. 

May 8th – at 12:00 – We will meet at the Silk Road restaurant, 8646 Gladiolus Dr., 
#306, in the Gladiolus Crossing Plaza at Gladiolus Dr. and Winkler Rd.  A map and 
copy of the menu are posted on the Bulletin Board. 
June 12th – to be determined 

Report – FMCUCC had 40 people who 
participated in the 2017-18 Reading for 
Renewal program.  Each read at least 1 
book from the list titled “Honoring the Past – 
Celebrating the Present – Embracing the 
Future”.  The hope is that the books will 
challenge, entertain, delight, engage and 
provide topics of conversation.  Twenty-two 
of the readers were Qualified Readers, 
reading at least 6 books from the list 
including 1 about the Mission Study Topic, 

the Seminole Indians.  The total number of 
books on the Reading List read by all 
readers was 277. 
2018-2019 Books – The 2018-2019 list 
will be introduced at the Florida UCC 
Women’s 2018 Conference held May 4 – 6.  
The new books will be on the Reading for 
Renewal shelf in the library by May 8.  The 
books have a yellow sticker on the top of 
the spine.  Copies of the list will be in the 
holder on the end of the bookshelf just 
inside the first door of the library.  Anyone 
can read the books and join the group 
reporting next spring. 
 

Reading for Renewal Reports–  
Florida UCC Women’s Program 

LUNCH BUNCH 
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After discussions at both Lunch Bunch 
and Book Discussion, the decision was 
made to make $300 donations to each of 
the following organizations this year: 

Florida UCC Women, the organization 
that provides support to UCC Women 
throughout Florida by presenting 
Regional Meetings, Conferences, 
Retreats, Reading for Renewal, 
Mission Study and other programs  
Special Equestrians, Inc., a structured, 
therapeutic program providing 
horseback and equine assisted 
activities to children and adults with 
disabilities in Lee County 
Gladiolus Learning and Development 
Center, providing educational and 
developmental child care for children 
of low income working families and 
striving to provide the social, 
e m o t i o n a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d 
development needs of those children 
and families 
Voices for Kids, the arm of the 
Guardian Ad Litem program of the 
20th Circuit Court that provides 
support to children and volunteer 
GALs who are paired with and 
advocate for abused, neglected or 
abandoned children 
McGregor Clinic , a non-profit 
healthcare program in Fort Myers 
which provides an integrated 
approach to patient care emphasizing 
services to HIV and AIDS clients 
 

Footsteps to the Future, Inc., a 
program that supports girls in and 
aging out of foster care in Lee County 
through mentoring and transitional 
housing programs 
Valerie’s House, Inc., is a loving place 
for grieving families where children 
learn that loss doesn't have to limit 
their dreams.  Their mission is to help 
children and families work through 
the loss of a loved one together and 
go on to live fulfilling lives. Their 
vision is that no child will grieve 
alone. 
Destiny Diaper Bank, whose mission is 
to bring awareness of diaper 
depr ivat ion to Veterans and 
Seniors and their need for incontinent 
supplies through the promotion of 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g 
volunteerism, while also bringing 
quality of life and freedom to our 
most  f rag i le and vulnerable 
populations. 
Money was also set aside for projects 
within the church.  The use will be 
determined cooperatively with the 
Board of Trustees and Pastor Dave.  
In particular, they would like to 
explore what needs to be done to 
improve the usability of the projector 
in Fellowship Hall. 

UCC WOMEN - FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
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Amazon  Smi le  
NO HASSLE DONATION WHEN YOU 

SHOP WITH AMAZON SMILE.  
• What is AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 
way for you to support your favorite 
charitable organization every time you 
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the 
exact same low prices, vast selection 
and convenient shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus 
that Amazon will donate a portion of 
the purchase price to Fort Myers 
Congregational UCC. 
• How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go 
to smile.amazon.com from the web 
browser on your computer or mobile 
device. You may also want to add a 
bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make 
it even easier to return and start your 
shopping at AmazonSmile. 
• Can I use my existing Amazon.com 
account on AmazonSmile? 
Yes, you use the same account on 
Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your 
shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or 
baby registry, and other account 
settings are also the same. 
• How do I select a charitable 
organization to support when shopping 
on AmazonSmile? 
O n  y o u r  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o 

AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you 
need to select  Fort  Myers 
Congregational UCC to receive 
donations from eligible purchases 
before you begin shopping. We will 
remember your selection, and then 
every eligible purchase you make 
at smile.amazon.com will result in a 
donation. What a simple way to 
increase your giving to the church! 
 

30 Pieces of Silver Update 
Thank you for contributing to the 30 
Pieces of Silver drive. We raised 
$1,791.01. The Deacons Board will be 
using this money to address our 
worship space, continue to purchase 
new banners for the sanctuary, work 
towards redecorating the welcome 
center area and our Fellowship Hall.  
Your support in this endeavor is so 
appreciated! 
 

Membership Joining 
If you would like to learn more about 
our church, or if you think you might be 
interested in becoming a member or an 
associate member, we invite you to 
attend our membership class.  
It will be offered on Sunday, June 3rd 
following coffee hour.   Please RSVP by 
calling 239-482-3133 or email: 
ofcmgrfmcucc@gmail.com. A light lunch 
will be served.  New members will be 
received on June 17th.  
 

 
 
 

C h u r c h  H a p p e n i n g s  
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Remember to wear RED on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 20th 

P e n t e c o s t  

WELCOME BABY ADRIEN! 

Congratulations to the Ramos family.  We welcome the 

arrival of Adrien Lee Ramos on April 12, 2018.  He 

weighed 7 lbs and 7oz and was 20.5 in long.  His 

parents are Amber and Jefferson Ramos.   

Thanks 
Thank you to the Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation for a grant given on 
behalf of one of our members.  This 
grant will be used for building 
improvements. 

Congratulations to Pastor Dave, and Barb Bucey 

who became first time grandparents on Tuesday, 

March 27, 2018.  Malachi David Rebholz was born 

at 1:41pm to Jordan and Bobby Rebholz.  He 

weighed 5lbs. 13ozs. and is 20 inches long.  

WELCOME BABY MALACHI 
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The old walls that form part of the 
structure of the old school in the Bartolo 
neighborhood in the town of Lares, closed 
3 years ago, has taken a new turn in the 
community. In the aftermath of Hurricane 
Maria, a group of people of various 
sectors of the municipality transformed 
the classrooms 
into apartments to 
provide housing 
for seven families 
that lost their 
homes and were 
left on the street. 
Yesenia Perez, one 
of the residents, arrived there with her 
family after the hurricane left them with 
nothing. Perez lived in the Prieto 
neighborhood, one of the most devastated 
areas of that municipality following the 
path of Maria. “After the hurricane we 
came here. We waited out the storm at my 
mother’s house but after the storm 
cleared, we came here, “Perez said, while 
adding that she and her family are 
comfortable and they enjoy sleeping in 
the old campus. The sectors of Vilella, 
Mirasol, Calvache, Rio Prieto, Cerro Las 
Avispas, Bartolo and Castañer have 
benefitted from this center which began 

November 4, 2017. Not only have the 
community members established housing, 
but also provide a social dining hall, 
necessary supplies, mental health services 
and various workshops. “Our commitment 
is to unite forces with other civic 
organizations to achieve economic and 
social stability,” expressed Mario 
Hernandez, who served as a spokesperson 
for the community. Besides the housing 
units and services, the member of the 
community have developed the Borike 
Coffee house Theater, Bartolo’s Catering 
and an agricultural project to raise 
livestock.  
 
They receive renewable energy service 
Thanks to various donations, the 
community has been able to develop. The 
most recent donation was yesterday when 
the companies Pura Energia and Sonnen 
announced the installation of solar panels 
and micro grids so that the seven families 
would have electrical power 24 hours a 
day. “We came at the end of January and 
the system was installed in a month and a 
half.  We have supplied 
energy to this area that 
will provide electrical 
p o w e r  t o  t h e 
apartments and the 
dining hall.  There will 
be another system that 
will supply power to the 
other building that 
house the Coffee House 
Theater,” said Jose 
Garcia, president of 
Pura Energia. 
 

Abandoned School Campus Converted Into Housing for Displaced Families 
By Lyanne Melendez Garcia;  Translated by Catalina Torres 
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Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13, 2018 
has been designated as “Feed Our 
Children” Sunday by the Board of 
Missions. Many of the students in Lee 
County Public Schools do not qualify 
for the Free and Reduced Lunch 
Program, yet their families cannot 
afford the price of lunch. Yes, students 
can receive a cheese sandwich and 
milk; however, there is a limited 
number of times they may do so and 
the stigma that surrounds that simple 
cheese sandwich can be an 
embarrassment to our children. That 

stigma prevents students from even 
asking for the cheese sandwich the 
first time. We are asking you to give to 
our project so that no child will go 
without a lunch, especially since it may 
be their only chance at a hot, balanced 
meal that day. Please consider 
designating your giving on Mother’s 
Day, perhaps in honor of the moms in 
your life, for this worthy cause. The 
offering will be taken on May 13th. 

Help Us Raise $1,000 for  
School Lunches 

Abandoned School Campus Converted Into Housing for Displaced Families 
By Lyanne Melendez Garcia;  Translated by Catalina Torres 

The community project grows. This is not 
the only neighborhood in Lares where this 
type of project is developing, since from 
what happens in Bartolo, the neighbors 
from the Prieto neighborhood are 
developing another center in another 
closed school.  

 

**Side note:  The latter 
project is where the 
donations from FMCUCC 
were put to use. By 
providing the means to 
purchase the supplies 
needed to begin this 

project, FMCUCC laid the first stone. For 
that they are forever grateful. I encourage 
those that are able and willing to please 
continue to donate however you can 
whenever able. These magnificent foot 
soldiers have not stopped since the 
hurricanes passed. Those that give and 
those that work are true examples of 
angels on earth. Thank you for your 
kindness and generosity.               

Catalina Torres 
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S u n d a y  S e r v a n t s  

Monthly meeting date and 

time

Deacons Chair -
Willie Middleton (Co-chair)

Gabe Spukes (Co-chair)
1st Tuesday @ 7pm

Finance Chair - Ralph Beam 2nd Tuesday @ 6pm Team Leader Berneda Taylor

Last Wednesday 

Alternating Months 

@ 10:30am

Trustees Chair - David Shaw 3rd Tuesday @ 7pm

Personnel Chair - Phyllis Hackett 3rd Thursday @ 9am Team Leader Tom Poe

Last Wednesday 

Alternating Months 

@ 10:30am

Christian Education Chair
Jennifer Paul (Co-Chair)

Catalina Torres  (Co-Chair)
2nd Sunday @ 11:15am

Missions Board Chair Riva Wharton 4th Sunday @ 11:15am Team Leader
Jack Jones /

Karen Kelley

2nd Wednesday 

Alternating Months 

@ 10:30am

Fellowship Chair - Carol Downing As needed Team Leader Jean Carguilo

2nd Wednesday 

Alternating Months 

@ 10:30am

Music Chair - Janet Kuhns As needed

Nominating Chair - Nancy Rohde As needed

UCC Women's President - Barb Coons

Women's Lunch 2nd Tuesday @ 12pm

Book Discussion 3rd Thursday @ 6pm

Board

Committee Chairs

Abundant Grace Teams

Team A

Team B

Team C

Team D

C o m m i t t e e  a n d  B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  T i m e s  

Date Time

Ushers
Scheduled by
Jeff Trout

239-691-2855

Welcome Center
Scheduled by
Eddie Stahl

717-503-9602

Coffee
Hosts

Scheduled by
Freda Cooper
239-433-0250

Door Openers
Scheduled by

Deanna Fisher
239-693-4774

6 10:00AM

Ron Dillman
Jeanne Carguilo 

Mike & Joyce
Vanca

Eddie Stahl
Carol Downing

Roger and Diane  
Nishimura

   Mike Walser

Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

13 10:00AM

Ron Dillman
Willie Middleton

Jeanne Phifer
Sharon Tilbe

Tom Miller
Mike Vanca

   Mary Aylesworth
  Mike Walser

Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

20 10:00 AM

Ron Dillman
Anne Peiffer
Jeanne Phifer

Doreen 
Johnstone

Darci Hillyer 
Bill Nottling

Jeanne Carguilo
   Mary Aylesworth

Mike Walser
Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

27 10:00 AM

Ron Dillman
Clark Woods
Barb Bucey

Gabe Spuckes

Eddie Stahl
Gary and Marlyn 

Roth
Mike Walser 

Nancy Rohde
 John Turner
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FT. MYERS CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
8210 College Parkway 
Ft. Myers, Fl.  33919-5192 

THE MINISTRY 
All in this community of faith who seek to follow the Way of Jesus. 

 

Rev. David K. Bucey,   Pastor davidbucey@gmail.com 
Cell phone: 513-535-2121 
Lisa Riehl,  Office Manager ofcmgrfmcucc@gmail.com 
Cezar Muñoz, Music Director cezarmunoz@gmail.com 
Thad Goodwin,  Organist btsdad@aol.com 
Linda Fairleigh,  Accompanist linda.fairleigh29@yahoo.com 
Laura Wunderly,  Financial Coordinator  laurafmcucc@aol.com 
Homer Sosa,  Custodian   
 
 
Church Telephone: 239-482-3133 
Fax: 239-482-3103 
Website: www.fmcucc.org 
Church Email: ofcmgrfmcucc@gmail.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Fort Myers Congregations UCC  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

To everyone at the home of: 

OUR PURPOSE 
We are a growing and inclusive congregation alive with 

inspirational worship and life-changing outreach. 

 


