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On a recent visit several years 
ago to the Museum of the 
United States Air Force in 
Dayton, Ohio; I was struck by a 

special exhibit on loan from the Holocaust 
Museum in Washington, DC. For eight minutes we 
sat motionless listening to the accounts of 
soldiers who took part in the liberation of various 
concentration camps. Frail, emaciated people 
were rescued and nourished as they were given 
new hope. The writings of Viktor Frankl came to 
mind.  
On the eve of the Nazi holocaust, the brilliant 
Austrian psychologist, Viktor Frankl, had a lot 
going for him. Not only was he at the height of 
his professional powers, but he had received a 
coveted offer to travel to America and escape 
whatever horrors the Nazis had planned for him 
and his fellow Jews.  
His dilemma was that his parents did not have 
the proper papers to accompany him. Although 
they urged him to pounce on the opportunity and 
get out, his conscience was troubled. Was it truly 
the most faithful course to seek freedom for 
himself, but leave them behind? He asked the 
Lord in prayer to show him a sign.  
Not long after that, Frankl’s father brought home  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a piece of marble taken from a bombed-out 
synagogue. It contained a fragment of Hebrew 
writing Frankl recognized as the fourth 
commandment: “Honor your father and mother.” 
This, he concluded, was the sign he had been 
looking for. He decided to stay to care for his 
aging parents.  
Frankl knew full well that his decision carried an 
awful price. His parents eventually died in 
concentration camps, and he himself was sent to 
the infamous Auschwitz. Miraculously, he 
survived.  
Frankl did more than survive. His book, Man’s 
Search for Meaning - his own personal study of 
what had led some camp inmates to succumb to 
despair and others to cherish a lively and vital 
hope – became a post-war best seller. Millions 
found meaning themselves by reading of his 
experiences in the death camp. Out of stark 
tragedy for millions came hope for others who 
followed.  
That, for us, is the essence of the Christian faith. It 
is what we do in the face of despair that can 
define us. While some succumb to it, others 
embrace and conquer it. Our Lord embraced the 
despair of an arrest, the mockery of a trial, the 
beatings and eventual death on the Cross. It was 
the awful price of the Cross that ushered in hope 
for those who believe.  
The Cross, once a symbol of destruction, is now a 
symbol of hope. What gave hope and meaning to 
the descendants of the Jewish concentration 
camp inhabitants also gives hope to us as 
Christians. When we face despair directly it is 
possible to see hope. Easter, as an example, is 
indeed liberation from despair through the Christ 
event. Our understanding of his death can lead to 
our own personal resurrections.  
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Membership Joining  

June  17th we will celebrate church growth as we 
welcome new members to our church family at the 
10am worship service.  
 

Father’s Day Luncheon 
Father's Day Luncheon will be held after worship 
on June 17th. The following sandwiches will be 
provided by Jason's Deli: chicken salad, turkey, ham 
or veggie. There will also be potato salad, coleslaw, 
chips, drinks and dessert. Sign-up on the sheet in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please check the column containing 
the kind of sandwich you would like. The suggested 
donation for this luncheon is $8.00. Questions or 
concerns, please contact Susan Hegner, 239-482-
0959.  
 

 Meditation 
Continues on Mondays, 11 - 11:45am, at church, 
through the summer. (Watch the calendar in the 
Sunday bulletin for any unusual variation in the 
schedule.) Everyone is welcome, both novices and 
experienced. We are finding deep relaxation coupled 
with a wakeful and highly alert mental state. As we 
work we find ourselves more at home in the universe, 
more at ease with ourselves, more able to work 
effectively at our tasks, more loving, joyful and with 
a greater zest for life. Why meditate? We meditate to 
find, recover, come back to something of ourselves 
we once dimly and unknowingly lost without 
knowing how, where or when we lost it. Jesus said 
(Luke 18:16), “Let the little children come to me.....for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” He 
seemed to understand the special state-of-being 
children have, that we as adults have lost. It is this 
loss we search for, that led psychologist Max 
Wertheimer to define adults as “a deteriorated child.” 
Throughout the history of our faith, people have 
engaged in meditation and other spiritual practices 
to become more in tune. Queries-Ask Sandy 
Boler, sanjim3@live.com 
 

Send a Card 
In an effort to keep the lines of communication, as 
well as compassion open, you are encouraged to 
send a card or letter to Bob Hall. His address is as 
follows: 

 

Hall, Bobby G. DC# Y64830 
Central Florida Reception Center 

7000 HC Kelley Road 
Orlando, FL 32831-2518 

July Church Cookout 
Please join us for our summer cookout on July 15th. 
We will be cooking up delicious hamburgers, hot 
dogs & veggie burgers. Please sign-up on the sheet in 
the Fellowship Hall and put a check next to the 
entrée you would like. We will also be serving chips, 
coleslaw, potato salad, drinks and dessert. For your 
entertainment there will be bingo following the meal. 
The suggested donation for this event is $8.00. 
Questions or concerns, please contact Joe Hall, 239-
823-2839 or joehall63@centurylink.net. 
 

Mission Spotlight 
Our ministry to Abundant Grace is going strong. 
Thank you to everyone for your efforts. Volunteers 
are always needed, so check out the sign-up sheets 
in the Fellowship Hall. The collection of new or lightly 
used T-shirts and socks has been a success and 
greatly appreciated. It is still going on, so continue to 
keep this alive. 
The Vienna Sausage Campaign for the McGregor 
Clinic is helping alleviate hunger on their front. 
Please continue to contribute to this worthy cause as 
it will be on-going as long as there are homeless and 
hungry people. 
 

Overwhelming Response to Lunch Debt  
FMCUCC is a generous church. The response to the 
“Feed Our Children” campaign was, as always, 
outstanding. The total is still rising, but as of this 
date, we have amassed $4,500 — enough to 
completely erase the the lunchroom debt of EVERY 
child/family in Lee County.  But, the news gets better. 
Beginning in the fall of 2018, all Lee County Schools 
will be covered by CEP, the Community Eligibility 
Program, whereby every student will receive a hot 
lunch without change.  We are already investigating 
ways to be of service to needy students for the fall 
semester  Two possibilities are: Student Moms w/ 
Infants and Homeless Students.  The Board of 
Missions will update information as it becomes 
available. Again, on behalf of Missions, THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR GENEROUS RESPONSE.  

Church Happenings Church Happenings 
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The UCC Women’s group at Ft. Myers Congregational United Church of Christ meets all year.  
All women are invited to join UCC Women for whatever activities appeal to you. 

 

If you have questions, suggestions or comments, please contact our President Barb Coons at 239-549-8283 or 
email at kayebarb3344@gmail.com 

Jun. 21st – “The Café by the Sea” by Jenny 
Colgan.  Meet at the church for a 
shared cost dinner followed by 
discussion of the book. 

Jul. 19th – “Pieces of Happiness:  a novel 
of friendship, hope and chocolate” by 
Anne Ostby 

Aug. 16th – “An Inconvenient Beauty” by 
Kristi Ann Hunter 

Sep. 20th – “Patient H69:  the story of my 
second sight” by Vanessa Potter 

Oct. 18th– “The Whole Town’s Talking” by 
Fannie Flagg 

 

Nov. 15th – “The Widows of Malabar Hill” 
by Sujata Massey 

Dec.  – no meeting 
Jan. 17th – “Midwinter Break” by Bernard 

MacLaverty 
Feb. 21st – “Heartache and Hope in Haiti:  

the Britney Gengel story:  making our 
daughter’s last wish come true” by Len 
& Cherylann Gengel 

Mar. 21st – “Freedom’s Ring” by Heidi 
Chiavaroli 

Apr. 25th – to be determined 
May 16th – “The Last Ballad” by Wiley 

Cash 

READING FOR RENEWAL – Florida UCC Women’s Program 
The 2018-2019 list was introduced at the Florida UCC Women’s 2018 
Conference held May 4 – 6.  The new books are on the Reading for Renewal 
shelf in the library.  The books have a yellow sticker on the top of the spine.  
Copies of the list are in the holder on the end of the bookshelf just inside the 
first door of the library.  Anyone can read the books and join the group 

Book Discussion Group:  
Meetings of the UCC Women are held monthly (except December) on the third Thursday, 
6:00 p.m. Dinner and discussion based on books from The Florida UCC Women’s Reading 
for Renewal Book List and other titles will be shared.  Women are encouraged to borrow 
or purchase a copy of the book to be discussed and read it prior to the dinner (some 
copies are in the Church Library and the Lee County Library System has most of 
the titles).  Even if you haven’t had a chance to read the book, come for the 
lively discussions and fellowship.  Please sign up on the UCC Women’s Bulletin 
Board in Fellowship Hall.  

What are we reading?  

UCC Women UCC Women 
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Meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 12:00 noon. Join us for a meal 
along with informal fellowship, conversation, and programs.  Please sign up 
on the UCC Women’s Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall.  For the summer 
months, lunch will be held at area restaurants. 
June 12th – 11:30 a.m. at Pizza Pub, 7050 Winkler Road – Ste. 102, between 

Cypress Lake and Gladiolus, near Myerlee.  Dutch Treat lunch.  There is a map 
on the sign-up sheet. 

July 10th – 12:00 noon at the Club at Shell Point Village, 17500 On Par Blvd., off 
Shell Point Blvd.  Dutch Treat lunch.  There is a map on the sign-up sheet. 

August 14th – to be determined. 

Hello from the Deacon’s Corner.  
Please welcome the new Co-Chairs 
Gabe Spuckes and Willie Middleton, 
and our other Deacons: Freda Cooper, 
Jeff Trout, Malcolm Youngquist, and 
Cliff Lawrence. Soon to join the 
Deacons is Sandy Reeves. We are 
looking forward to a year of learning 
and challenges.   
Presently, I'm sure you have noticed 
changes in the Narthex area.  By the 
way, what is a Narthex? Never heard 
of it before? You will now, because we 
have changed the name to the 
Welcome Center. This name change 
will help eliminate confusion for 
visitors and those of us at FMCUCC. 
Eddie Stahl, 717-503-9602, has 
assumed responsibility for the 
Welcome Center, so please reach out 
to him directly if you have an interest 
in volunteering. 
You have noticed changes in the way 
we serve communion. Some members 
like the change, while other members 
do not. Please feel free to voice or 
email your opinion to the Deacons at 

g s p u c k e s @ y a h o o . c o m  o r 
wmiddleton100@gmail.com. Any 
suggestions made will be treated in a 
respectful and courteous manner.  We 
will listen and discuss all concerns. 
Remember change may not be 
permanent. If we make a change and it 
doesn’t work, we will try something 
else. It takes communication from you 
to know when things are working.  We 
are a growing church and 
transformations are a part of the 
growth. 
A big challenge for the Deacons is 
finding enough volunteers to serve as 
ushers, Welcome Center greeters, 
coffee hour hosts, door greeters, etc. 
God has blessed us all with different 
talents. If we all participate and share 
our talents, we will continue to grow 
and prosper.  Many hands make light 
work. 
Many thanks for all your support and 
all you do to support FMCUCC. 

Deacon ’s  Corner  

UCC WOMEN’S LUNCH BUNCH 
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FT. MYERS CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
8210 College Parkway 
Ft. Myers, Fl.  33919-5192 

THE MINISTRY 
All in this community of faith who seek to follow the Way of Jesus. 

 

Rev. David K. Bucey,   Pastor davidbucey@gmail.com 
Cell phone: 513-535-2121 
Lisa Riehl,  Office Manager ofcmgrfmcucc@gmail.com 
Cezar Muñoz, Music Director cezarmunoz@gmail.com 
Thad Goodwin,  Organist btsdad@aol.com 
Linda Fairleigh,  Accompanist linda.fairleigh29@yahoo.com 
Laura Wunderly,  Financial Coordinator  laurafmcucc@aol.com 
  
 
 
Church Telephone: 239-482-3133 
Fax: 239-482-3103 
Website: www.fmcucc.org 
Church Email: ofcmgrfmcucc@gmail.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Fort Myers Congregations UCC  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

To everyone at the home of: 

OUR PURPOSE 
We are a growing and inclusive congregation alive with 

inspirational worship and life-changing outreach. 

 

S u n d a y  S e r v a n t s  

Date Time Liturgist

Ushers
Scheduled by
Jeff Trout

239-691-2855

Welcome Center
Scheduled by
Eddie Stahl

717-503-9602

Coffee
Hosts

Scheduled by
Freda Cooper
239-433-0250

Door Openers
Scheduled by

Deanna Fisher
239-693-4774

3 10:00AM
Terri 

Crawford

Wes Wright
Dale Rambo

Tom Poe
Jeanne Carguilo

Darci Hillyer
Deanna Fisher

Mike Walser
Frank & Kathy Krystyniak

Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

Tony Brockleman

10 10:00AM
Erica Sofia 
Esterella-

Torres

Wes Wright
Ron Dillman

Cliff & Evie Lawrence

Tom Miller
Deanna Fisher

Mike Walser
Shane Talbott
Wes Wright

Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

Adam Schaub

17 10:00 AM Barb Coons
Wes Wright

Eileen Olgesby
Ron Dillman

Darci Hillyer Father's Day Luncheon -
No Coffee Hour

Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

Joe Hall

24 10:00 AM
Eileen 

Oglesby

Ron Dillman
Doug Stewart
Barb Bucey

Eddie Stahl
Mike Walser
Jo Harding

Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

Marianne Dent

1 10:00AM
Marianne 

Dent

Barb Coons
Sandy Blackington

Doug Stewart
Eddie Stahl Mike Walser

Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

8 10:00AM
Doreen 

Johnstone

Sharon Tilbe
Robert Nolin

Jim & Sandy Boler

Tom Miller
Darci Hillyer

Mike Walser
Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

15 10:00AM Bill Taylor
Sharon Tilbe
Barb Bucey
Barb Coons

Mike Walser
Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

22 10:00 AM Eddie Stahl
Sharon Tilbe
Greg Madsen

Darci Hillyer Mike Walser
Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

29 10:00 AM Dale Rambo Eddie Stahl Mike Walser
Nancy Rohde
 John Turner

June

July


