
 

   



 

2 

 
Stewardship ................................................. page 2 
From the Pastor’s Pen ............................... page 3 
UCC Women ................................................... page 4 
 Book Discussion  
 What are we reading? 
 Save the Date -  October 20, 2018 

UCC Women’s Lunch Bunch ................... page 5 
 Discussion on July Book  

Who is FMCUCC ......................................... page 6 
Church Happenings .................................... page 7 
Christian Education .................................... page 8 
 Broadway Palms Winter Dinner 

Sunday Servants ......................................... page 9 
 August Calendar 

Irma Recap ..................................................... page 10 
Community Minister Proposal .............. page 11 
 Lee Health Share Club 

This month represents the “mid-point” of our fiscal year. As 
always, our Church faces the continual challenge of 

balancing Operating expenses against Income. So where do you stand 
with your pledge?? Are you ahead…behind….not sure?? If you’re ahead 
….Thank You! If you’re not sure, I encourage you to email our Financial 

Coordinator, Laura Wunderly at laurafmcucc@aol.com and request a copy 
of your Year to Date giving statement. If you’re behind, let’s make August 

our CATCH UP MONTH!!! 
Working and pledging together we can accomplish our goals. 
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-
       Our church was saddened to learn this week of the death of    
     one of our most valued members, Someone Else.   
    Someone’s passing creates a vacancy that will be difficult to fill.  
    Someone Else has been with us for many years and for every  

     one of those years, Someone did far more than a normal  
   person’s share of the work.                                                  Whenever there was a job to do, a class       

     to teach, or a meeting to attend, one name was on everyone’s list,  
   “Let Someone Else do it.”                                                    Whenever leadership was mentioned, this  

         wonderful person was looked to for inspiration as well as results;  
       “Someone Else can work with that group.”                                                                            It was common  knowledge 

     that Someone Else was among the most liberal givers in our church.  
      Whenever there was a financial need, everyone just assumed Someone   
    Else would make up the difference.                                                                           Someone Else was a wonderful  

             person; sometimes appearing superhuman.                                                                             Were the truth known,  
      everybody expected too much of Someone Else.  Now Someone Else is gone!  

         We wonder what we are going to do. Someone Else left a wonderful  
    example to follow, but who is going to follow it?                                                                                     Who is going to do the  

 things someone Else did?                                                 When you are asked to help this year, remember -  
  we can’t depend on Someone Else anymore.                                                                            As we approach the Fall, let’s free 

ourselves from our dependence on Someone Else. 

Leafing through 
some old sermon 
illustrations I ran 
across a gem. I 
offer it here for 

your 
consumption: 
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The UCC Women’s group at Ft. 
Myers Congregational United 

Church of Christ meets all year.   
 

All women are invited to join UCC Women for whatever activities appeal to you. 
 

If you have questions, suggestions or comments, please contact our President Barb Coons at 239-549-8283 
or email at kayebarb3344@gmail.com 

Aug. 16th – “An Inconvenient Beauty” by 
Kristi Ann Hunter. Meet at the church 
for a shared cost dinner followed by 
discussion of the book. 

Sep. 20th – “Patient H69:  the story of my 
second sight” by Vanessa Potter 

Oct. 18th– “The Whole Town’s Talking” 
by Fannie Flagg 

Nov. 15th – “The Widows of Malabar 
Hill” by Sujata Massey 

Dec.  – no meeting 
Jan. 17th – “Midwinter Break” by Bernard 

MacLaverty 
Feb. 21st – “Heartache and Hope in Haiti:  

the Britney Gengel story:  making our 
daughter’s last wish come true” by Len 
& Cherylann Gengel 

Mar. 21st – “Freedom’s Ring” by Heidi 
Chiavaroli 

Apr. 25th – to be determined 
May 16th – “The Last Ballad” by Wiley 

Cash 

Meetings of the UCC Women are held monthly (except December) on the third 
Thursday, 6:00 p.m. Dinner and discussion based on books from The Florida UCC 
Women’s Reading for Renewal Book List and other titles will be shared.  Women are 
encouraged to borrow or purchase a copy of the book to be discussed and 
read it prior to the dinner (some copies are in the Church Library and the Lee 
County Library System has most of the titles).  Even if you haven’t had a 
chance to read the book, come for the lively discussions and 
fellowship.  Please sign up on the UCC Women’s Bulletin Board in Fellowship 
Hall.  

?

Florida UCC Women  
invite all women to attend the 

one-day retreat In the 
Company of Women. It will be 

held at Trinity UCC in St. 
Petersburg. Optional 

overnight motel rooms 
available for Friday night. 

Watch for more information in 
the next Pilgrim and on the 

UCC Women’s  
Bulletin Board. 
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Meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 12:00 noon. Join us for a meal 
along with informal fellowship, conversation, and programs.  Please sign up 
on the UCC Women’s Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall.  For the summer 
months, lunch will be held at area restaurants. 
August 14th – Crispers, 13711 S. Tamiami Trail (on the Daniels Road end of the 

Target Plaza). 
September 11th – Jason’s Deli, 13550 Reflections Parkway, (just off Cypress Lake 

Dr., 1 st light east of Summerlin Rd.) 

’

Sandy Blackington shared information about the process of 
making chocolate at the UCC Women's book discussion. The book 
for July was Pieces of Happiness:  a novel of friendship, hope and 

chocolate by Anne Ostby. 
 

A novel of five lifelong friends who, in their sixties, decide to live together on a cocoa 
farm in Fiji, where they not only start a chocolate business but strengthen their 

friendships and rediscover themselves.  
 

"I've planted my feet on Fijian earth and I intend to stay here until the last sunset. Why don't you join 
me? Leave behind everything that didn't work 

out!" 
 

When Sina, Maya, Ingrid, and Lisbeth each 
receive a letter in the mail posing the same 
question, the answer is obvious. Their old high 
school friend Kat—Kat the adventurer, Kat who spread her wings and took off 
as soon as they graduated—has extended the invitation of a lifetime: Come live 
with me on my cocoa farm in Fiji. Come spend the days eating chocolate and 
gabbing like teenagers once again, free from men, worries, and cold. Come 

grow old in paradise, together, as sisters. Who could say no? Now in 
their sixties, the friends have all but resigned themselves to the cards 
they've been dealt. There's Sina, a single mom with financial woes; 
gentle Maya who feels the world slipping away from her; Ingrid, the 
perennial loner; Lisbeth, a woman with a seemingly picture-perfect life; 
and then Kat, who is recently widowed. As they adjust to their new 
lives together, the friends are watched over by Ateca, Kat's longtime 
housekeeper, who oftentimes knows the women better than they know 
themselves and recognizes them for what they are: like "a necklace 
made of shells: from the same beach but all of them different." 
Surrounded by an azure-blue ocean, cocoa trees, and a local culture 
that is fascinatingly, joyfully alien, the friends find a new purpose in 
starting a business making chocolate: bittersweet, succulent pieces of 
happiness. 
     A story of love, hope, and chocolate, PIECES OF HAPPINESS will 
reaffirm your faith in friendship, second chances, and the importance 
of indulging one's sweet tooth.  
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How would you answer that question if a 

neighbor asked you about our church? Could 
you answer in 20 words or less? 

Our website says we are United Church of 
Christ and ONA. Is that enough or do we want 

to say more about us? 
 

A church needs to do something in the 
community, not just be a house of worship.  

 
What is God calling our congregation to do and 

be in this time and place? 
 
 
 

’

Starting in September, we will use a variety of methods to get your thoughts on our church – its 
role in your life, what you see as our core values, and where we should focus in the future. We 
will ask everyone, both members and regular visitors, to participate in these exercises. 

 

’ ?

Dr. Greg Smith took us through identity work in early 2015 in order to build a church profile that 
would aid the Search Committee. After Greg, we had 4 more transitional pastors, a new called 
pastor, and the normal turnover in membership. We have tried a lot of new things with each of 
these 6 pastors and we are not the same congregation we were in 2014.   
 

?

By the end of January, we will pull together our insights and develop several defining 
statements about our church. From that, we can come up with a message, or “story”, that 
describes us. This will provide our members, lay leaders and staff with direction and focus in 
church communications and actions. Additionally, we will: 

 Affirm or change our current vision statement 
 Affirm or change our current name 
 Affirm or change our current logo 

 

Stay tuned for more information in the September newsletter! 
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Robert Nolin, Max Hall and Riva Wharton dropped 
off the school supplies at Harlem Heights on 
Thursday, July 26, 2018. Robert’s SUV was packed 
and the back seat of Riva’s car was filled to capacity. 

The Center was delighted when 
they saw our donations. Thank 
you all. We have enabled 

children in the 
neighborhood 
t o  b e g i n 
s c h o o l 
prepared. YAY! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

All 49 attendees enjoyed hamburgers, hotdogs, and 
all the fixings at the annual July Cookout. The 
Fellowship Committee would like to thank Mike 
Walser and Joe Hall, our grillers, and Sandy 
Blackington, Darci Hillyer, and Lisa Olsen who helped 
with the set up and serving. 
 

 

Our ministry to Abundant Grace is going strong. 
Thank you to everyone for your efforts. Volunteers 
are always needed, so check out the sign-up sheets 
in the Fellowship Hall. The collection of new or lightly 
used T-shirts and socks has been a success and 
greatly appreciated. It is still going on, so continue to 
keep this alive.  
 

 

The Vienna Sausage Campaign for the McGregor 
Clinic is helping alleviate hunger on their front. 
Please continue to contribute to this worthy cause as 
it will be on-going as long as there are homeless and 
hungry people. 
 

Join us for lunch (Dutch Treat) at Pinchers—
Edison Ford Marina on Sunday, August 19th 

@ 12pm right after Church. Please sign up in the 
Fellowship Hall so we can give the restaurant an 
estimate for the number attending.  

The Music Committee is delighted to welcome Linda 
Fairleigh as the interim choir director! We have decided 
that the choirs will not wear robes; rather, they will 
wear coordinated colors on special church year 
Sundays.  Joe Hall and Janet Kuhns will serve on the 
Director of Music Search Committee.  Our next meeting 
will be on October 22  

We will be getting together and creating 
memories, crafts and good cheer!  Bring your 
own project to work on.  Please join us on Tuesday, 
August 14th, 6-7:30pm.  For more information, please 
contact Marianne Dent 508-254-3920 

L . I .F .E .  
( )  

LIFE fills the summer with leadership development 
training, individual and business investment drives, and 
continuing to monitor (“keep on keeping on) pubic 
officials. This summer LIFE has sent a record number of 
local leaders for training in Orlando and had highly 
successful investment drives exceeding the goals we 
had set for ourselves. Our Lee County Commissioners 
have increased funding for children’s services (but not 
to anything near the levels we wanted). At FMCUCC we 
are working with Team Leaders to plan for the 
September “House Meetings” where we will identify 
issues for 2018-19. Watch for announcements in the 
Sunday Bulletin and the September 
Pilgrim. And mark your calendar for 
the LIFE Nehemiah Action on April 9, 
2019.  

 

CHOSEN, a singing ministry of St Mary Primitive Baptist 
Church in Punta Gorda, FL, will provide our special 
music on Sunday August 12th. CHOSEN plans to “soar 
through song” as they present two Gospel numbers for 
our  enjoyment. Plan to be on hand.   

Hall, Bobby G. DC64830, C107L 
Marion Correctional Institution 

P.O. Box 158 
Lowell, FL  32663 
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Come join us for the holiday show, Winter 
Wonderettes, to get you in the happy 
feeling of the Christmas season.  The 
show is a Saturday matinee at Off 
Broadway Palm at the Broadway Palm 
Theater, November 17, at 11:30 AM for 
the buffet followed by the show at 
1:00PM. The cost is $50.00 which covers 
the show and tip for the servers. This is a 
group rate so we need at least 20 people 
to participate. All tickets need to be paid 
for by November 4th . If you have any 
questions, call Susan Hegner 239-482-
0959 or 239-281-1605. Here is a synopsis 

of the show: The Marvelous Wonerettes 
are the entertainers at Harper’s Hardware 
Holiday Party and like every year, Mr. 
Harper is scheduled to pass out the 
employee bonuses. When Mr. Harper 
doesn’t show, one of the girls goes to 
find him, but instead finds what she 
thinks are the bonuses, but they’re not 
and everyone is in for a big surprise! The 
60’s style holiday songs include Santa 
Baby, Santa Claus is Coming to Town, 
Jingle Bell Rock, and more. 

The Christian Education Committee has been working 
hard over the summer.  We are conducting a survey of 
the membership regarding ADULT CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION (ACE).  We have formulated a survey to 
identify the wants and needs of our congregation.  
This survey is focused on adult Christian education 
and the questions are formatted for that purpose.  If 
you have ideas regarding our Sunday School Program 
for our youth, you can use the comment box within the 
survey to express those thoughts.  We have three 
options of delivery for this survey.  It will be printed 
and available on site at church, it will be emailed to 
the congregation with known email addresses on file, 
and it will be mailed via United Postal Service to those 
members who receive the Pilgrim by regular mail 
service or AKA snail mail.  The emailed survey will 
come to you in an email from the church with a link to 
click on within the body of the email.  We have chosen 
to use the Survey Monkey online survey company to 
facilitate this option.  This company has been utilized 

for such small surveys by many people online.  It 
seems to be a simple nine (9) question survey format 
that tallies responses for easy identification of popular 
preferences.  We hope to see your responses so we 
may work for you to bring to you the educational 
programs and topics you desire.  If you chose to 
respond by email, it should take only a few minutes to 
complete, then hit submit and voila, you are done.  If 
you choose the paper, hands on option, please either 
mail them back to the church, or bring them in when 
you visit during the week or on Sunday mornings.  The 
important information we gather from the surveys will 
be reviewed and discussed in a Christian Education 
meeting following the submission deadline for the 
survey.  Please note we need your input and wish list.  
We have an open calendar for planning educational 
opportunities for our members.  Let’s work together to 
increase learning and fellowship through Adult 
Christian Education. 
The deadline for your survey submission is August 
18th, 2018.  Don’t delay, fill yours out today!! 
  

Sincerely, 
Jennifer Paul Co-Chair 

Christian Education FMCUCC 
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4 - 7:00pm ........ Young at Heart 
 

5 -  Communion Sunday 
  10:00am ...... Morning Worship 
6 - 11:00am ...... Meditation  
7 - 3:00pm ........ Living the Questions 
  7:00pm ........ Deacons 
8 - 10:30am ...... Abundant Grace - Team D 
9 - 7:00pm ........ Young at Heart 
 

12 - 10:00am ...... Sunday Morning Worship 
   ....................... Special Music Guests, CHOSEN,  
   ....................... a singing ministry of St Mary  
   ....................... Primitive Baptist Church in  
   ....................... Punta Gorda, FL  
  11:15am ...... Board of Christian Education 
  11:15am ...... Special Q&A for Community 
   ....................... Minister  
  6:00pm ........ Prime Timers 
13 - 11:00am ...... Meditation  
14 - 12:00pm ...... UCC Women’s Lunch Bunch 
  3:00pm ........ Living the Questions 
  6:00pm ........ Creative Spirits 
  6:00pm ........ Finance Meeting 
16 - 6:00pm ........ UCC Women’s Book Discussion 
17 - 7:00pm ........ Fort Myers Camera Club 
18 - 7:00pm ........ Young at Heart 

 
 
 
19 - 10:00am ...... Sunday Morning Worship 
  12:00pm ...... Lunch at Pincher’s Resturant 
20 - 11:00am ...... Meditation  
  7:00pm ........ Music Committee 
21 - 12:00pm ...... Retired Clergy Lunch 
  3:00pm ........ Living the Questions 
  7:00pm ........ Council Meeting 
  7:00pm ........ Mastersingers Board 
22 - 10:30am ...... Abundant Grace - Team A 
  11:00am ...... VOAD 
25 - 7:00pm ........ Young at Heart 
 

26 - Peanut Butter Sunday 
  10:00am ...... Sunday Morning Worship 
  11:15am ...... Missions Board 
27 - 11:00am ...... Meditation  
28 - Primary Voting 
  8:30am ........ Men’s Breakfast 
  10:00am ...... Alzheimer’s Group 
 

239-691-2855 717-503-9602

239-433-0250

5 10:00AM
Sandy 

Blackington

Ron Dillman
Doreen 

Johnstone
Barb Bucey

Joe Hall

Deanna Fisher Jo Harding

12 10:00AM
Susan 
Hegner

Ron Dillman
Robert Nolin
Barb Bucey

Doug Stewart

Tom Miller
Maggie Palmer

19 10:00AM Barb Bucey

Ron Dillman
Greg Madsen
Sandy Reeves
Barbara O'Neil

Eddie Stahl
Gary & Marlyn Roth

26 10:00 AM
Eileen 

Oglesby

Sandy Reeves
Joe Hall

Wes Wright
Doug Stewart

Eddie Stahl Barbara O'Neil
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Recently our 
church staff and 
l eader s  sa t 

d o w n  t o 
debrief our 
e x p e r i e n c e 
from Hurricane 
Irma last year. 
We found that 
e x p e r i e n c e 
teaches a lot. 
As we recalled 

what had happened and how we had 
handled things, we knew better how to 
prepare this year. While the church building 
sustained minimal damage, the need for 
minor roof repairs, fixing eave soffits, 
replacing a flag pole, and handling the 
removal of tree damage and debris cost 
about $10,000. We recently discovered that 
the kitchen exhaust fan had been damaged 
at that time. These costs were not covered 
by insurance and were mostly paid for by 
funds from our Ministry Investment Fund. 
With the power out for a week, and then on 
only minimally, we could not run AC for two 
weeks. We were able to hold worship the 
next Sunday by moving to the Fellowship 
Hall and running fans. When the power was 
out, we did learn that we could get word 
out by way of Facebook and Cell phones, 
but we also realize that we need to pre-
determine some key phone numbers for 
people to use for a low-key contact system. 
While some people were missed, our person 
to person contact worked fairly well and we 
soon found out how many people had come 
through the event. In a more severe 
disaster we know that we would face a 
window of contact before cellphone’s run 

out of power. Looking ahead to the 
possibility of another hurricane impacting 
our community, we would like to have some 
contact people who would then be 
responsible for checking in with people on 
their list. This would probably reflect our 
neighborhood system already in place 
when possible. Those who would be willing 
to serve as a contact are urged to contact 
John Rohde, David Minnick, or Lisa Riehl. If 
anyone would like help with considering 
their hurricane plans and preparation, call 
John Rohde, 239-437-6798. 

By John Rohde & David Minnick 
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On June 26 a proposal for a Community Minister 
was submitted to the Church Council by Rev. 
David Bucey. The Pastor believes FMCUCC is in a 
position to expand the ministry in our 
congregation as well as widen our mission field in 
the community.  
The proposed responsibilities of the Community 
Minister would include preaching every 4-6 weeks, 
involvement in ongoing ministries of the church, 
establishing a presence at FSW, creating a Clergy 
Institute -- a new program that will draw on the 
education and the experience of our retired clergy 
to benefit our adult education, and finding 
innovative ways to assimilate our increasing 
number of new members. This position was 
intended to provide a seminary student or recent 
graduate seminary the opportunity to experience 
parish ministry first hand while assisting with 
established ministries. We have identified a recent 
seminary graduate as a candidate for this position. 
 

This would be a part-time position, 20 hours weekly, 
budgeted at $15,000 annually.  The hope, at this 

time, is for the position to be funded by individuals 
who support the idea of a Community Minister for 
the period of November 1st through mid-March 
2019. In the budget for the fiscal year of 2019, the 
funding would be split between donors and the 
church, becoming fully funded by FMCUCC in the 
March 2020-Febraury 2021 fiscal year. Anyone 
interested in helping fund this exciting new position 
i s  asked to  contac t  Joyce  Vanca 
(jvanca1989@comcast.net.). As exciting as this 
opportunity is, it is bound to lead to some questions 
and/or concerns. There will be an opportunity for a 
Question and Answer conversation with the Pastor 
and church leaders following service Sunday 
August 12th. This will take place in the Sanctuary 
after worship.   

For more than 20 years, SHARE Club has been serving residents of Southwest Florida ages 
50 and older by providing community discounts, social and educational activities and much 
more. For more than 20 years, SHARE Club has been serving residents of Southwest Florida 
ages 50 and older by providing community discounts, social and educational activities and 
much more. SHARE Club is now offering even more services at more locations to better meet 
your needs. 
SHARE Club is the club to join if you are interested in getting to know new people in your 
area, participating in group fitness activities, attending health screenings and exclusive 
presentations by some of the premiere physicians in the area. 

 
Free membership will include : 

 20 percent in all our hospital cafeterias and gift shops 
 Latest health information and technology 

 
For more information E-Mail the SHARE Club at: SHARE-Club@LeeHealth.org or  

call: 239-424-3765. 

http://www.leehealth.org/contact_mailto.asp?to=share-club@LeeHealth.org&subject=SHARE_Club_Question_For_Older_Adult_Services&goto=/shareclub/emailconfirm.asp
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FT. MYERS CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
8210 College Parkway 
Ft. Myers, Fl.  33919-5192 

THE MINISTRY 
All in this community of faith who seek to follow the Way of Jesus. 

 

Rev. David K. Bucey,   Pastor davidbucey@gmail.com 
Cell phone: 513-535-2121 
Lisa Riehl,  Office Manager ofcmgrfmcucc@gmail.com 
Lori Shick, Office Assistant 
Thad Goodwin,  Organist btsdad@aol.com 
Linda Fairleigh,  Music Director linda.fairleigh29@yahoo.com 
 ProTem / Pianist  
Laura Wunderly,  Financial Coordinator  laurafmcucc@aol.com 
Homer Sosa, Custodian 
  
Church Telephone: 239-482-3133 
Fax: 239-482-3103 
Website: www.fmcucc.org 
Church Email: ofcmgrfmcucc@gmail.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Fort Myers Congregations UCC  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

To everyone at the home of: 

OUR PURPOSE 
We are a growing and inclusive congregation alive with 

inspirational worship and life-changing outreach. 

 


