
Florida United Church of Christ Women 
Reading for Renewal 

2019– 2020 

“Buzzing Along: ‘Beeing’ all you can be in Christ”           
 

This year’s list contains a selection of books with content related to the theme of bees, beekeeping, busyness 

or building a faith relationship; there are also a few books that touch on current, cultural topics; the Mission 

Study books this year are focused on Puerto Rico. Some books are based on real events (factual or 

fictionalized) others are events/stories created by the writer. Please note that additionally I have included an 

“all church read” title selected by the Florida Conference 

My hope is that you will find a book or two that challenges you, entertains you, delights you, engages you and 

provides a common topic of conversation to share with others both in your home congregation as well as 

throughout the state of Florida.                                    ~Terri Crawford, FL UCC Women/Reading for Renewal Chair 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Any number of books from this list that are read during the year should be reported. (See Record Sheet on last 

page.) Reports are due in April 2020 to your local church’s Reading for Renewal contact.  

A Qualified Reader must read six (6) books from this list, including one (1) Mission Study book, 

In addition to retail bookstores, the books on the list may be available from your local public libraries and/or 

from online booksellers. Most are available in more than one format including large print, compact disc and 

various kinds of electronic media. 

If you have questions or comments about this list, please contact FL UCC Reading for Renewal Chair, Terri 

Crawford at terric57@yahoo.com or Barb Coons at kayebarb3344@aol.com. Please include “Reading for 

Renewal” in the email subject line. 

You may also send titles of books to be considered for future lists*. In general books to be considered should 

be: 

• No more than 3 years old – based on release date 

• Not a best seller or book from a best-seller list 

• Available in multiple formats 

• Not an author that has been the list in the past 2 years. 

*In most cases, books selected for the list must in some way tie to the selected annual conference theme. 

There are occasional exceptions. 
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Reading for Renewal List for 2019 - 2020 

1. Evicted: poverty and profit in the American city – Matthew Desmond (Non-Fiction/Social Sciences) 

Princeton sociologist and MacArthur “Genius” Matthew Desmond follows eight families in Milwaukee, 

WI as they struggle to keep a roof over their heads. Evicted transforms our understanding of poverty 

and economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving one of 21st-century America’s most 

devastating problems. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the centrality of home, 

without which nothing else is possible. Note: This is a “UCC – All Church Read” title. Matthew 

Desmond will be the keynote speaker at Synod in June. 

 

2. The 49th Mystic – Ted Dekker (Christian Fiction) Some say the great mystery of how one can live in two 

worlds at once died with Thomas Hunter many years ago. Still others say that the gateway to that 

greater reality was and is only the stuff of dreams. They are wrong. In the small town of Eden, Utah, a 

blind girl named Rachelle Matthews is about to find out just how wrong. 

 

3. Anything Is Possible – Elizabeth Stout (Short Stories) Anything Is Possible explores the whole range of 

human emotion through the intimate dramas of people struggling to understand themselves and 

others. Read a collection of stories about a variety of characters in a small town. 

 

4. The Art of Gathering: how we meet and why it matters – Priya Parker (NF/Interpersonal Relations) 

According to the author the gatherings in our lives are lackluster and unproductive. We rely too much 

on routine and the conventions of gatherings when we should focus on distinctiveness and the people 

involved. At a time when coming together is more important than ever, Parker sets forth a human-

centered approach to gathering that will help everyone create meaningful, memorable experiences, 

large and small, for work and for play. 

 

5. The Bear and the Nightingale – Katherine Arden (Fantasy) Winter lasts most of the year at the edge of 

the Russian wilderness, and in the long nights, Vasilisa and her siblings love to gather by the fire to 

listen to their nurse’s fairy tales. Above all, Vasya loves the story of Frost, the blue-eyed winter demon. 

As the village’s defenses weaken and evil from the forest creeps nearer, Vasilisa must call upon 

dangerous gifts she has long concealed—to protect her family from a threat sprung to life from her 

nurse’s most frightening tales. 

 

6. Becoming – Michelle Obama (Biography) In her memoir, Michelle Obama invites readers into her 

world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped her—from her childhood on the South Side of 

Chicago to her years as an executive balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to her time 

spent at the world’s most famous address. With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her 

triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private, telling her full story as she has lived it—in 

her own words and on her own terms.   

 

7. The Beekeeper’s Son – Kelly Irvin (Amish Fiction) Phineas King knows better than to expect anything 

but shock and pity wherever he shows his horribly scarred face. Deborah can’t get out of Bee County, 

Texas, soon enough. As both Deborah and Phineas try to come to terms with lives that haven’t turned 

out the way they imagined, they discover that perhaps God’s plans for them are more extraordinary 

than they could have dreamed.   



 

8. Born With Wings: the spiritual journey of a modern Muslim woman – Daisy Khan (Memoir/Current 

Culture) Raised in a progressive Muslim family in the shadows of the Himalayan mountains, Daisy 

experienced culture shock when her family sent her to the States to attend high school in a mostly 

Jewish Long Island suburb. A powerful, moving, and eye-opening account of Daisy Khan’s inspiring 

journey—of her self-actualization and her success in opening doors for other Muslim women and 

building bridges between cultures. It powerfully demonstrates what one woman can do—with faith, 

love, and resilience. 

 

9. Buzz: the nature and necessity of bees – Thor Hanson (Non-Fiction/Bees) Bees are like oxygen: 

ubiquitous, essential, and, for the most part, unseen. While we might overlook them, they lie at the 

heart of relationships that bind the human and natural worlds. Buzz shows us why all bees are wonders 

to celebrate and protect. Read this book and you'll never overlook them again. 

 

10. The Captain’s Daughter – Meg Mitchell Moore (Contemporary Women Fiction) - Growing up in Little 

Harbor, Maine, the daughter of a widowed lobsterman, Eliza Barnes could haul a trap and row a skiff 

with the best of them. But she always knew she'd leave that life behind. Now that she's married, with 

two kids and a cushy front-row seat to suburban country club gossip in an affluent Massachusetts 

town, she feels adrift. Filled with humor, insight, summer cocktails, and gorgeous sunsets, The 

Captain's Daughter is a compassionate novel about the life-changing choices we make and the 

consequences we face in their aftermath. 

 

11. Christmas at Little Beach Street Bakery: a novel – Jenny Colgan (Romance/Holiday Fiction) - In the 

Cornish coastal village of Mount Polbearne, the Christmas season has arrived. It’s a joyous time for 

family, friends, and feasting, as decorations sparkle along the town’s winding streets and shop 

windows glow with festive displays. And in Polly’s Little Beach Street Bakery, the aroma of gingerbread 

cookies and other treats tempts people in from the cold. But holiday bliss soon gives way to panic 

when a storm cuts the village off from the mainland. Now it will take all of the villagers to work 

together in order to ensure everyone has a happy holiday. 

 

12. Doing Busy Better: enjoying God’s gifts of work and rest – Glynnis Whitwer (Non-Fiction/Christian 

Women) So many women are living overcommitted lives and buckling under the nagging guilt. When 

they are busy, they feel guilty for not playing with their kids or having a quiet time of prayer and Bible 

study. When they try to rest, they feel guilty because there's so much left to do. It's an endless cycle of 

overwork and exhaustion. Yet inside every woman's heart is a longing for true rest. It's there because 

God designed us that way--but it seems out of reach. This book helps women examine their hearts and 

their schedules in order to seek a healthy and holy balance between--and enjoyment of--both work 

and rest. 

 

13. The Garden of Small Beginnings: a novel – Abbi Waxman (Women/Widow Fiction) Lilian Girvan has 

been a single mother for three years--ever since her husband died in a car accident. One mental 

breakdown and some random suicidal thoughts later, she's just starting to get the hang of this widow 

thing. She can now get her two girls to school, show up to work, and watch TV like a pro. The only 

problem is she's becoming overwhelmed with being underwhelmed. 

 



14. The History of Bees: a novel –Maja Lunden (Literary/Historical Fiction) This novel follows three 

generations of beekeepers from the past, present, and future, weaving a spellbinding story of their 

relationship to the bees—and to their children and one another—against the backdrop of an urgent, 

global crisis. 

 

15. The Honey Farm: a novel – Harriet Alide Lye (Psychological Fiction) - The drought has discontented the 

bees. Soil dries into sand; honeycomb stiffens into wax. But Cynthia knows how to breathe life back 

into her farm: offer it as an artists’ colony with free room, board, and “life experience” in exchange for 

backbreaking labor. But something lies beneath the surface. The Edenic farm is plagued by events that 

strike Silvia as ominous: taps run red, scalps itch with lice, frogs swarm the pond. As summer tenses 

into autumn, Cynthia’s shadowed past is revealed… 

 

16. I, Eliza Hamilton – Susan Holloway Scott (Historical Fiction) -As the daughter of a respected general, 

Elizabeth Schuyler is accustomed to socializing with dignitaries and soldiers. But no visitor to her 

parents’ home has affected her so strongly as Alexander Hamilton. They marry quickly, and despite the 

tumult of the American Revolution, Eliza is confident in her brilliant husband and in her role as his 

helpmate. But it is in the aftermath of war, as Hamilton becomes one of the country’s most important 

figures, that she truly comes into her own.    

 

17. I Think You’re Wrong (But I’m Listening): a guide to grace-filled political conversations – Sarah 
Stewart Holland & Beth Silvers (Non-Fiction/Religion & Politics) More than ever, politics seems driven 
by conflict and anger. People sitting together in pews every Sunday have started to feel like strangers, 
loved ones at the dinner table like enemies. Toxic political dialogue, hate-filled rants on social media, 
and agenda-driven news stories have become the new norm. It’s exhausting, and it’s too much. These 
two working moms from opposite ends of the political spectrum contend that there is a better way. As 
impossible as it might seem, people from opposing political perspectives truly can have calm, grace-
filled conversations with one another—by putting relationship before policy and understanding before 
argument. 

 

18. The Immortalists: a novel – Chloe Benjamin (Literary Fiction) - It's 1969 in New York City's Lower East 

Side, and word has spread of the arrival of a mystical woman, a traveling psychic who claims to be able 

to tell anyone the day they will die. The Gold children—four adolescents on the cusp of self-

awareness—sneak out to hear their fortunes. The prophecies inform their next five decades. 

 

19. Inspired: slaying giants, walking on water and loving the Bible again – Rachel Held Evans (Non-

Fiction/Christian Spiritual Growth) If the Bible isn't a science book or an instruction manual, then what 

is it? What do people mean when they say the Bible is inspired? When the author found herself asking 

these questions, she began a quest to better understand what the Bible is and how it is meant to be 

read. The Bible, she discovers, is not a static work but is a living, breathing, captivating, and 

confounding book that is able to equip us to join God's loving and redemptive work in the world. What 

she discovered changed her--and it will change you too. 

 

20. Lost in the Beehive: a novel – Michele Ling-Stone (Literary Fiction) - For nearly her entire life, Gloria 

Ricci has been followed by bees. They’re there when her mother loses twin children; when she first 

meets a neighborhood girl named Isabel, who brings out feelings in her that she knows she shouldn’t 



have; and when her parents, desperate to “help” her, bring her to the Belmont Institute, whose glossy 

brochures promise healing and peace. As Gloria tries to outrun her past, experiencing profound love—

and loss—and encountering a host of unlikely characters, the bees remain. It’s only when she needs 

them most that Gloria discovers why they’re there.  

21. Night of Miracles: a novel – Elizabeth Berg (Contemporary Women Fiction) - A novel about surprising 
friendships, community, and the way small acts of kindness can change a life. Lucille is getting on in 
years, but she stays busy. Thanks to the inspiration of her dearly departed friend Arthur, she has begun 
to teach baking classes. Her classes have become so popular that she's hired Iris, a new town resident 
as an assistant. Through difficult times, the residents of the town come together and find the true 
power of community, just when they need it the most. 

22. Rise: how a house built a family – Cara Brookins (Memoir/Domestic Abuse) After escaping an abusive 
marriage, Cara Brookins had four children to provide for and no one to turn to but herself. In desperate 
need of a home but without the means to buy one, she did something incredible. Equipped only with 
YouTube instructional videos, a small bank loan and a mile-wide stubborn streak, Cara built her own 
house from the foundation up with a work crew made up of her four children. This must-read memoir 
traces one family’s rise from battered victims to stronger, better versions of themselves, all through 
one extraordinary do-it-yourself project. 

23. Tomorrow Will Be Different: love, loss and the fight for trans equality - Sarah McBride 
(Biography/Transgender) Before she became the first transgender person to speak at a national 
political convention in 2016 at the age of twenty-six, Sarah McBride struggled with the decision to 
come out. She’d known she was a girl from her earliest memories, but it wasn’t until the Facebook post 
announcing her truth went viral that she realized just how much impact her story could have on the 
country. Four years later, McBride was one of the nation’s most prominent transgender activists, 
walking the halls of the White House, advocating inclusive legislation, and addressing the country in 
the midst of a heated presidential election. 

24. Unconditional Love: a guide to navigating the joys and challenges of being a grandparent – Jane Isay 

(Non-Fiction/Family Relationships) – A beautiful meditation on the joys of being a grandparent and a 

practical guide to help you and your adult children make the most of your relationship with a 

grandchild. Drawing on her personal experience, dozens of interviews, and the latest findings in 

psychology, Isay shows how a grandparent can use his or her unique perspective and experience to 

create a deep and lasting bond that will echo throughout a grandchild’s life. 

 

25. What We Lose: a novel – Zinzi Clemmons (Literary Fiction/African American) - Raised in Pennsylvania, 

Thandi views the world of her mother’s childhood in Johannesburg as both impossibly distant and ever 

present. She is an outsider wherever she goes, caught between being black and white, American and 

not. She tries to connect these dislocated pieces of her life, and as her mother succumbs to cancer, 

Thandi searches for an anchor—someone, or something, to love. 

Mission Study 

26. Conquistadora: a novel – Esmeralda Santiago (Historical Fiction) As a young girl growing up in Spain, 

Ana is powerfully drawn to Puerto Rico by the diaries of an ancestor who traveled there with Ponce de 

León. She marries Ramón (one of the twin brothers in love with her) and in 1844, just eighteen, she 

travels across the ocean to a remote sugar plantation the brothers have inherited on the island. When 

the Civil War breaks out in the United States, Ana finds her livelihood, and perhaps even her life, 



threatened by the very people on whose backs her wealth has been built: the hacienda’s slaves, whose 

richly drawn stories unfold alongside her own. 

 

27. Puerto Rican’s History and Promise: Americans who cannot vote – Jim Stafford (Juvenile Non-

Fiction/History & Biography) Examines the history, culture, and art of Puerto Rico; profiles important 

Puerto Rican Americans; and discusses Puerto Rican influence on American culture. 

 

28. Stories from Puerto Rico = Historias de Puerto Rico – Robert Muckley & Adele Martinez-Santiago (Non-
Fiction/Bilingual Folklore) - Stories from Puerto Rico/Historias de Puerto Rico gives you the chance to 
enjoy 18 well-known Puerto Rican short stories that stretch from the dawn of creation to the twentieth 
century; fine-tune your language skills while gaining insight into the rich cultural heritage of the Puerto 
Rico people and improve your reading and listening skills with free audio downloads of six chapters 
from the book at mhprofessional.com 

29. A Taste of Puerto Rico: traditional and new dishes from the Puerto Rican community – Yvonne Ortiz 

(Non-Fiction/Cooking) - A collection of recipes from the multicultural mix of Puerto Rican cuisine, 

which includes elements of Taino, Spanish, African, and American cooking, features traditional 

standards and contemporary favorites and includes drink recipes and a list of food sources. 

30. We Fed an Island: the true story of rebuilding Puerto Rico, one meal at a time – Jose Andres (Non-
Fiction/Disaster Relief) - Chef José Andrés arrived in Puerto Rico four days after Hurricane Maria ripped 
through the island. The economy was destroyed and for most people there was no clean water, no 
food, no power, no gas, and no way to communicate with the outside world. Andrés addressed the 
humanitarian crisis the only way he knew how: by feeding people, one hot meal at a time. We Fed an 
Island movingly describes how a network of community kitchens activated real change and tells an 
extraordinary story of hope in the face of disasters both natural and man-made, offering suggestions 
for how to address a crisis like this in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2019– 2020 Reading for Renewal Record Sheet 

 

 
Due to your local church’s Reading for Renewal contact in April 2020. Each reader is asked to record the books read 

from this list during the year. Please indicate the books you read by placing a check in front of the number of the 

book title listed below. Any number of books may be recorded. A qualified reader must read six (6) books from the 

list, including one (1) Mission Study. 

 1 Evicted - Desmond  14 The History of Bees - Lunden 

 2 The 49th Mystic - Dekker  15 The Honey Farm - Lye 

 3 Anything is Possible - Stout  16 I, Eliza Hamilton - Scott 

 4 The Art of Gathering - Parker  17 I Think You’re Wrong (But I’m Listening) – 
Holland / Silvers 

 5 The Bear and the Nightingale - Arden  18 The Immortalists - Benjamin 

 6 Becoming - Obama  19 Inspired - Evans 

 7 The Beekeeper’s Son - Irvin  20 Lost in the Beehive – Ling-Stone 

 8 Born with Wings - Khan  21 Night of Miracles - Berg 

 9 Buzz - Hanson  22 Rise - Brookins 

 10 The Captain’s Daughter - Moore  23 Tomorrow Will Be Different - McBride 

 11 Christmas at Little Beach Street Bakery -     
Colgan 

 24 Unconditional Love - Isay 

 12 Doing Busy Better - Whitwer  25 What We Lose - Clemmons 

 13 The Garden of Small Beginnings - Waxman   

 

MISSION STUDY BOOKS on Puerto Rico 

 26 Conquistadora - Santiago 

 27 Puerto Rican’s History and Promise - Stafford 

 28 Stories from Puerto Rico = Historias de Puerto Rico – Muckley / Martinez-Santiago 

 29 A Taste of Puerto Rico - Ortiz 

 30 We Fed an Island - Andreas 

 

Total number of 2019-2020 Reading for Renewal Books Read: ______ 

I am a Qualified Reader: Yes _____   No _____ 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 


