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Remind Us:  Who is on the Pastor 
Nominating Committee? 

Kay Cox, Kathy Watson, Sara Wahl, Ray Chavez, Darren Nicholson, Bill 
Swart, Mike Buchanan.  Feel free to direct questions to any of us.  *Kay 
drew the short straw.  Direct complaints to her. 

What is the Presbyterian process 
for finding a pastor? 

Unfortunately, there is no “Pastors R Us” store or website. 

Step One is advertising our position via a “Ministry Information Form” 
(“MIF”) on the denominational website.  You can read our MIF by going 
to the “Pastor Search” section of the Northridge website:  
www.northridgepc.org. 

Once the MIF is posted, what 
happens next? 

The PNC sets out to identify gifted pastors.  This happens in two ways.  
First, some pastors see our MIF and contact us to express interest.  So far, 
16 have done so.  Second, the PNC networks with Seminary Presidents and 
other pastors to identify pastors who have the gifts to lead the Northridge 
Church family. 

How does the PNC evaluate a 
pastor’s gifts? 

We look at a number of factors, among them: 
- Experience 
- Educational background 
- References 
- Theological statements in their Personal Information Forms 
- All the characteristics identified by the Congregation in the Mission 

Study 

We also listen to LOTS of sermons, approximately 2,187,216 so far.  We 
are officially experts on the Ethiopian Eunuch, the Canaanite Woman, and 
those squabbling sisters, Mary and Martha. 

We are looking for someone who is gifted in the pulpit, sparkling and 
insightful in a Bible Study and Sunday School Class, and possessed of the 
leadership and pastoral skills to comfort, guide, and inspire our 
congregation. 

Once you identify gifted pastors 
through networking and research, 
what happens next? 

We will invite pastors into a conversation.  If they respond positively, we 
will do additional homework in the form of: 
- Interviews 
- Pulpit visits to hear sermons in person 
- Potentially inviting a pastor and family to visit Northridge 
- Deeper reference checks 

Are there gifted pastors out there? YES!!! 

One of the blessings for PNC members is learning about pastors who have 
the qualities for which we are looking.  The good news:  there are some 
extremely impressive pastors in our denomination. 

So where’s the PNC in the 
process? 

We’ve been a PNC for just 3 months.  We are still doing homework on 
pastors.  On the horizon:  invitations to pastors to engage in conversation. 

While you do your work, how can 
we help? 

Three ways: 
1. Pray.  Presbyterians believe that God plays a role in bringing a 

Congregation and a Pastor together. 
2. Be faithful.  Follow the admonition of former UT Football Coach 

Mack Brown:  “Come early.  Stay late.  Have fun.”  The “call 
process” is a 2-way street.  Just as we evaluate pastors, pastors 
evaluate us – sometimes by attending a Northridge service in person.  
Your presence will permit the Northridge light to shine brightly. 

3. Please be patient, trusting that we know how important our tasks are.  
We are working hard to find the right person to lead our church. 


