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Although there is no preschool
right now we are accepting
registrations for the 2020-21
school year. If you know of a
parent looking for a great pre-K
experience for their 3-5 yearold,
please share our information.
www.stlukescec.org

We are practicing physical

The first disciples must have been shook up, uneasy,
discombobulated after the death, resurrection and ascension

distancing, not social distancing.

of Jesus, followed by a life changing event when the Holy Spirit TOGETHER WHILE APART.

was poured out on all of them. Many may be feeling some
of the same uncertainty with what we are now facing in the
church and in the world. The thing that got the early Christians
through their very difficult time, and what will get us through
this is COMMUNITY.

One of the things we have going for us is our faith community.
Like you, | have never faced the closing of the churches. | am
committed to keeping us together and helping each other as
a community of faith. | and all the clergy are striving to do
whatever we can to provide for worship, study, and pastoral
care. I'm having to quickly learn new tech stuff to help in this
endeavor. If | can, so can you!

We will be live streaming on Facebook (FB) our Saturday 5 p.m. and Sunday
10:30 a.m. services. The services will be saved on the FB page to see later.
Starting with Evening and Morning Prayer, we are considering how we might
celebrate the Eucharist when we are apart, while maintaining the theology of
the Holy Communion. If you don’t use Facebook, we will email out a link to the
video so you can view through your browser.

We are trying out ZOOM online meeting for classes, Bible study and meeting.
The eucharistic visitors will be calling our members regularly (at least once a
week) to check on you and stay connected until we can come together. Please
let them know if you have any needs or ideas. Feel free to text or call me on my
cell phone. Leave a message if | don't pick up right away. | will call you back.
Get out your parish directory — look through it and give someone a call, pray
together, share a laugh, a fear or insights.

— Mtr. Melinda +

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

& 5 Aaron Ulishney 22 Carolyn Gilstrap
p?f 10 Drake Heuer 22 Marlys Sell
10 Zoey Heuer 27 Rockwood Frank
5 11 Lisa Malody
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PLEDGES

As Christians we must
share the light of Christ in
what now seems to be a
dark world. St. Luke's has
shared the Gospel from the
same location since 1905.

We will continue to be a
place of faith and comfort,
a source of strength. With
many unable to work,
finances may be difficult.
If you are able, mail in your
pledge contribution so we
can continue our mission
of doing Christ's work in
the world. If you can,
please be generous. &

FEBRUARY FINANCIALS

Operating income:
$28,128

Operating expenses
$18,898
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St. Luke's sometimes seems to have separate congregations —
Saturday night, Sunday morning and Wednesday noon. Pat and Jim
Mertz are part of the Wednesday congregation, along with their
grandson Mashan Yovetich, age 22, who lives with them. Pat and
Jim came to St. Luke’s after St. Alban’s in Laurel closed. Jim was
senior warden and a lay eucharistic minister there for 10 years. They
live between Laurel and Molt and combine Wednesday service with
weekly shopping in Billings.

Pat and Jim lived in Lancaster, PA. They met when Pat was on her
way to a fancy horse show and Jim was headed to the stock car races. Her car broke down and Jim stopped
to help. Pat's mom invited him to the horse show. They met in June, got engaged in September and were
married in December, 61 years ago. Jim was raised in The Church of the Brethren, but decided to join his
wife's Episcopal Church, They attended both St. Luke’s and St. Stephen's in Pennsylvania. They vacationed in
Montana regularly for six years before deciding to move here in 1973.

The Mertz bought 40 acres where they raised sheep and a couple of llamas in addition to one son and three
daughters. Pat carded wool from the sheep and wove with it, earning blue ribbons at the fair. Jim worked as a
supervisor at McDonald’s in Billings and at a café in Columbus. Now retired, they enjoy the abundant wildlife
that visit them. Mashan helps care for the property and the horses they keep, with plans to join the military. 3&

The March meeting of
the Women of St. Luke’s
was cancelled because

of the Covid-19 emergency. Too many of us are in

a high risk group. It was an important meeting. But,
where there is a will, there is a way. Thanks to email,
we were able to conduct business. We elected new
officers who will begin their terms in September.
Our new president is Kerry Donohoe; the new vice
president is Claire Snyder; the new secretary is Bess
Lovec; and Karen Andre will continue as treasurer.
Thank you, ladies, for stepping up to serve. Thank
you to Diane Cochran for serving as vice president
and Grayce Sivigny for serving as secretary.

We voted to postpone our 13th annual spring
luncheon which was scheduled for April 18. We
will try to reschedule and have a summer luncheon
when it is safe to do so. We tentatively set May 3 for
a graduation reception for Olivia DeBoer. Information
will follow as we learn more during this fluid situation.

Finally, as we shelter in place, please contact Libby,
Diane Cochran, Grayce or Karen Andre, the members
of the WSL executive committee, if you have a
need. We will try to to help. If you run out of food or
medication, perhaps we can find someone near you
to assist. Be safe, and with God's help, we will get
through this difficult time. &

MEN OF ST. LUKE’S

The Men of St Luke’s hosted the
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper
with cooking, serving and cleaning
up. Thank you to all who helped out,
men or otherwise.

We finished reading and discussing
our second book this week, The
Scandalous Gospel of Jesus: What's
So Good About the Good News?. We
will be picking out a new book soon.
Stay tuned. For more information
about our men's fellowship, please
call Doug Clapper at 671-0310. &

TOGETHER WHILE APART

WORSHIP on Video ¥ In this time of vital social distancing, we will
live stream our worship services on St. Luke’s Facebook page, and the
video will be saved to our Facebook page for later viewing:

Saturday 5 pm * Evening Prayer with Mtr. Melinda and Fr. Gary

Sunday 10:30 am ¢ Morning Payer with Mtr. Melinda and Fr. Jerry
Get out your Book of Common Prayer, follow along and join in. If you
do not have one at home, you can go online and download a PDF of the
BCP If you send Mother Melinda an email, she will
send you back a PDF of the BCP. For those of you
who are not on Facebook, a link to the videos will
be emailed out each week. Services will also be
televised by Community 7 on Sunday morning (a
week behind) as usual.

OFFICE + phone: 406.252.7186, email: secretary@stlukesbillings.org + www.stlukesbillings.org




