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On Sunday the 27th, the Right Reverend Bishop Marty Stebbins held the annual 
Bishop’s Visitation at Christ Church.  She came to our Bible study at 9 AM, 
preached and celebrated at 10 AM, visited during coffee hour (thanks for the 
great food, all!), blessed the new roof, and had lunch with the Vestry.  After 
which, she joined the Vestry for a walk-though of the rectory.  Quite the morning! 
 
We are grateful for her visit, for her enthusiasm about the small rural church in 
Montana (compared in her homily to the church in Macedonia in Paul’s Epistle), 
and for her interest in our various projects here.   
 
We are also grateful to be in an organization with a Bishop…. in which guidance, 
direction, spiritual help, and prayers come our way because we are part of the 
apostolic succession — the hands of the apostles laid upon their successors, from 
generation to generation, giving us a profound connection to the ministry of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Now, what does the word Bishop really mean?  It goes back to the Greek, and 
what do you know?  The original word is episkopos, meaning overseer!  Now 
there’s the connection to our own domination:  Episcopal, meaning “of a bishop.”  
Sometimes the word Episcopal just stumps people…. but with a little research, we 
can find a great congruence in the terms:  we are led by a Bishop.  And our Bishop 
Marty is led by the Presiding Bishop of the United States, The Most Reverend 
Michael Curry.         
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This was the feeling Steve and I had as we spent June 19th through June 25th at Camp Marshall’s Grace Camp.  
Grace Camp is the Diocesan camp for children who have an incarcerated parent.  This year due to Covid and 
difficulty finding the usual number of counselors, Grace camp was for the whole family, a very different and 
interesting twist to the usual Grace camp.  Though only 3 families attended with 8 children ranging from 6 to 14, it 
was a challenging, joyful, Spirit filled time. 
Steve served as chaplain for the week, the first deacon in the diocese to serve in that role.  As an experienced 
teacher and counselor, he provided enriching chapel services each day teaching on the difference between the 
roles of the priest and deacon then encouraging the campers, parents, and staff alike to explore how to envision 
each member of the Holy Trinity through readings and crafts.   
Afternoons were filled with games, archery, challenge course, media and music and of course lots of time in the 
water!  It’s amazing how much energy both the staff and kids have even in the heat.  (Steve and I did sneak into 
town for huckleberry milkshakes a couple times!!) 
The evenings (all beautiful and calm on the shores of lovely Flathead Lake) ended with an adult discussion time 
(kids game time) which allowed the parents/guardians to find encouragement and support as they verbalize their 
struggles as partners to an incarcerated adult and held up each other in love and prayer. 
The highlight of Grace Camp is often the passing out of quilts.  Creative people throughout the diocese make 
stunning quilts that are given to each Grace camper (and this year to the parent also).  What a joy to see the kids 
picking out their favorite from over 30 beautiful quilts and realize that they get to KEEP them!!! These treasured 
quilts kept them warm at campfires and early morning boat rides. 
Singing around the campfire was followed by compline to round out each night, with a talent show, s’mores 
making and rock skipping mixed in.  Steve and I have wanted to participate in this for several years and were 
honored to be able to join the dedicated staff for this week of blessing.   
 

Grace Upon Grace!  
Dorothy DeHart 
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The Service at Jacksons’ Garden in 2019 

The Willet Hauser crew 
removing the windows 

Food Pantry 
 

 

Bishop Marty leads us in praying a blessing 
for our soon-to-be new roof. 

One of the ways Christ Church serves our 
community is through our contributions and help 
for the Local Ruby Valley Food Pantry. July is our 
month to help distribute the food. This happens on 
Saturday from 10 am to noon. Help is still needed 
for Saturday, July 24th and Saturday, July31st. Let 
Alice know if you are available to help out, or sign 
up on the calendar in the Parish Office. 

Sheridan Days will be the weekend of July 31st and 
August 1st. Instead of worshiping at our Church we 
will be joining the community church service at 
Jackson’s Garden. The service will be at our usual 
10:00 am time. 
 
There will be a Brunch starting at 11:00 am and a 
silent auction as well. 

Sheridan Days Sunday Community 

Church Service 
Sandra Baril 

Under Construction 
 

 

If things have seemed a bit messy and busy around 
the building lately, there are reasons for that. The 
new roof is going up and the old stained-glass 
windows above the altar were taken down to be 
refurbished by Willet Hauser. In addition, there is 
construction going on in the Rectory, and the Parish 
Hall kitchen still awaits contractors to replace the 
flooring and possibly some of the cabinets due to 
the water damage that took place this past winter 
from a frozen pipe. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

304 South Main Street 
P.O. Box 152 
Sheridan, MT  59749 

Telephone 
406 842 7713 
Bible Study  
Wednesdays 7pm Zoom 
Services 
Sundays 10am In Sanctuary 
and streamed on Facebook 
  

INVITE people into our midst 

INCLUDE people in the life of the church 

INFORM people about past events that shape our present, 

and current events that shape our future 

PROCLAIM the gospel in thought, word and deed 

REJOICE in a new life found in Christ Jesus. 

Service Leaders for July/August 

Christ Church Episcopal 

Mission Statement 

To be formed as the body of Christ, seeking to love and serve one another and those in need. 
 

Vision Statement 
To be Christ’s continued presence in the Ruby Valley by welcoming those who seek Christ, 

offering varied forms of services, reflecting our diversity while maintaining our Episcopal identity. 

 

 

Janis Hansen, Rector 

ubicari@msn.com 

home:  406-842-7715 

cell:     503-780-5767 

 

 

Adam Romkema, Senior 

Warden 

adamromkema@gmail.com 

home:  406-842-7603 

 

 

 

 Upcoming Service Leaders for July/August 

      
11 July:  Rev. Janis Hansen – Eucharist 
18 July:  Rev. Janis Hansen – Eucharist 
25 July:  Rev. Janis Hansen – Eucharist 
  1 Aug:  Deacon Steve DeHart – Service at Jacksons’ Garden 
 
Upcoming Lectors for July/August 

 
11 July:  Robert Brown 
18 July:  Jane Ingle 
25 July:  Laura Cooper 
  1 Aug:  Sandra Baril 
   
 

Ignatius of Loyola 

July 31, 1556 

mailto:ubicari@msn.com
mailto:adamromkema@gmail.com
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Ignatius_Loyola.htm
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