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Our Vision: 
We are called 

To love God with complete abandon 

To love thy neighbor with no exceptions, 

And ourselves with gentle kindness. 

 

Our Mission: 
We carry out our mission 

By living into the  

Baptismal Covenant 

As outlined and expressed in 

The Book of Common Prayer. 

 
 

Trinity Trails 
December, 2021 Newsletter 

A Note From Reverend Jaime 
 
"Praying, therefore is the most critical activity we are capable of, 
for when we pray we are never satisfied with the world here and 
now, and are constantly striving to realize the new world, the first 
rays of which we have already seen.”  Henri Nouwen  
 
Advent, the church season that reminds us to wait patiently for 
Jesus’ birth, is here.  It is in the incarnate Christ that we see the 
“first rays’ of which Nouwen writes.  What joy to await the renew-
al of the light of Christ.  How wonderful to imagine the rays of 
light that came from the manger and the coincident light which 
shone from the star above.   
 
During the winter season, when we experience later sunrises 
and earlier sundowns, it seems we treasure the light even more.  
Maybe that’s why we are drawn to putting up lights in our yards 
and trees - to extend the light.   
 
And as we pray we, in fact, extend the invisible light of hope that 
Jesus’ life represents.  There are no barriers to praying.  We can 
pray wherever we are.  Don’t miss the chance to actively pray - 
for joy, for patience, for healing, for understanding.  This is the 
way that we can realize a prayer that we pray each week at 
church:  “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.”  Actively pray 
and then rest in your prayers.  Jesus is coming.  The light will 
draw near.  And we are continually, consistently wrapped in 
God’s love through the gift of his Son. 
 
God’s blessing to all, 
 
Rev.  Jaime  
 

Reverend Jaime is 
assisted at Holy Com-
munion by Recent 
visitors to Trinity from 
the DeGroot family, 
relatives of Nancy 
Ledbeater.  



The Man Who Sleeps on the Ground 
 
Rev. Heidi Jones Magee 
 
October 2021 
 
I’ve known him for years.  I think I met him first during 
my time volunteering at the soup kitchen.  He was and is 
homeless.  A small man, older, with the eyes of a child…
innocent, full of wisdom that no one can really under-
stand or imagine.  Sometimes it’s hard to know what to 
say when he speaks…and you end up responding as if he 
were a child…except he’s not.  He has years of wisdom 
and knowledge to share…he has so many stories.  He’s 
been from coast to coast at least twice…on a bike!  He 
does not drive and sleeps on the ground wherever he is. 
 
He says “I’ve slept on the ground for most of my life!” as 
he smiles through his long grey beard, a little hunched 
and seemingly a little fragile.  He protests as he is offered 
the air mattress for a more comfortable nights sleep.  
“No, no, no…I don’t need it, I’m okay”,  “I prefer to sleep 
on the ground.”   
 
He sleeps in a tent that has been provided which he 
gratefully accepted along with the sleeping pads and 
sleeping bags.  “It’s easier for me to get up from the 
ground than from a bed or mattress”, he says.  “Thank 
you so much”, he says,” this is awesome!”   
 
All he needed or wanted was a place to sleep for the win-
ter.  He’s too old and not as strong as he used to be, to 
be traveling south for the winter.  The big city was not 
where wanted to be this winter, “it’s too dangerous, it’s 
not safe”, he says.  He would rather be in a smaller town 
where he felt safe.  “Okay, but here’s a tent so that when 
it rains, or is windy, or snows, you’ll be protected”. “How 
will you keep warm?”  He says, “Oh…I got this great 
heater, it works great!…it keeps me plenty warm!”  It’s a 
small heater that uses a separate propane tank to work 
and can be used in ventilated spaces.  I’m satisfied that 
he knows and will be okay. 
 
He did not want that air mattress that was offered a 
week or two later after he got settled.  She insisted as he 
protested…“I don’t want it!”  “It’s gonna be great!, you’re 
gonna love it!” she says as she pumps air into the mat-
tress with a manual air pump. 
 
Finally the mattress is fully inflated.  He tests it out and 
decides to concede to her insistence.  She puts the air 
mattress in the tent.   
 
The next day I see him.  He asks to use my phone to call 
her.  She answers and he says,”I don’t like that mat-
tress!”  “It went flat in the middle of the night!”  “I told 
you I didn’t want it!”  He goes on to say, “I love you, but 
a mattress is not for me.”  Finally she hears him and un-
derstands,…his needs in his world are not the same as 
her needs in her world.   
 
The air mattress fiasco could have been avoided if he 
was asked what he wanted and was listened to. 
 
We’ve put the air mattress away in the garage and he 
has arranged the camping pads and sleeping bags the 
way he likes them.  “This is perfect!”, he says. 
 
This story is submitted with “his” permission. 

November Vestry News 
 
After Rev. Jaime’s opening prayer, presentation of 
minutes and treasurer’s reports, we discussed the final 
revision of our By-Laws to be presented to the congrega-
tion at our Annual Meeting at the end of January.   
 
We are proposing some revisions to language to bring 
them in to line with diocesan or national canons, to clarify 
certain phrases and change the number of members in 
our Vestry.  These revisions will be sent out to you all at 
least 30 days before our annual meeting.  We proposed 
that our Vestry be comprised 5 members, as we consid-
ered our average Sunday attendance. 
 
Our membership will be based on names entered in the 
current directory of our congregation.   
 
There has been some concern expressed about the over-
growth of the lilac bushes by the columbarium.  After dis-
cussing several different options we decided to trim them 
back in the spring.   
 
Following up on the success of the Music in the Garden 
this past summer, combined with our market, we intend 
to increase the number of music events this coming year 
and will be looking at a variety of types of music to be 
shared with the community in our beautiful garden and 
our church building. 
 
We heard a report on our prayer shawl ministry which 
continues to be a vital part of our outreach.  Jean also 
reported to us about the concerns and needs for assis-
tance with Afghani resettlement and how we can help.  
We will revisit this topic in February.   
 
We had a lengthy discussion about having in-person 
church versus online worship during the months of Janu-
ary and February, due to continued concern about the 
uptick in COVID cases being problematic in the winter, as 
well as the challenges we face with the weather.  Rev. 
Jaime will look at all possibilities, pray about it and get 
back to us as soon as possible (she subsequently decid-
ed to continue to hold in-person worship throughout the 
winter, unless things change). 
 
Reverend Jaime closed with prayer. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Barbara Hoag 
Senior Warden 

Cookie Exchange 
The date is set for December 11 @ 9am in the Parish 
Hall.  Bring 3 dozen cook-
ies and a container to put 
your cookies in that you 
pick up! 
 
Pass along to friends and 
family!   If you are not a 
baker, chocolates work 
too!     
                  Cookie, Cookie 



 

To the left—our  Community Garden has been put 
to rest, as Fan Mountain watches over Trinity for 
the winter.  Above, clockwise from the left, Kitty 
and Jim Eneboe, Manny Hoag and Shirley Storey, 
and Melissa Smith rake leaves and clean up the 
yard.  Below, left—Kitty Eneboe decorates our 
Christmas Tree and Shirley and Kitty reminisce 
Thanksgiving. 



Return Service Requested 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

P.O. Box 336 

Ennis, MT  59729 
 
 

Manny Hoag 

(406) 682-4032  mannyh@3rivers.net 

Trinity Episcopal Church Health Bulletin for December 2021 
Greetings to all!  This will be a short bulletin.  Information only.   

The Trinity Prayer Chain Ministry is coordinated by Bonnie Matzick.  The prayer chain prayer warriors 

as Bonnie calls us take their ministry very seriously praying each day for those who have been put for-

ward to Bonnie for prayers for healing.  Anyone can request prayers for anyone and each day we all 

will say their name to God requesting mercy and healing.  If you request prayers for someone please 

call or email Bonnie and let her know if their situation changes so we know to give Thanks and Praise 

to God, or change our prayers.  If you want to request prayers Bonnie is the one to call and if you 

would like to volunteer to be a Prayer Chain Warrior, she is also the one to call.  Here is to Prayers for 

all to have a Blessed Christmas from your Faith Community Nurses and Prayer Chain leader.   

Jean Striegel, RN, FCN.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact me (405 682-3712) or 

Judie Frey, RN, FCN (406 599-1554). 

Thoughts on Advent 
One catechism describes Advent spirituality beautifully: “When the Church celebrates 
the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Mes-
siah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s first coming, the faithful re-
new their ardent desire for his second coming. By celebrating the precursor’s birth and 
martyrdom, the Church unites herself to his desire: ‘He must increase, but I must de-
crease.’”  

A Prayer 
O God, by your holy prophets you promised that your only Son would come in the flesh for us and be born of 
a virgin. In these last days, you have fulfilled your Word. When he who came to redeem the world 
comes to be our judge, let us not be put to shame; through the merits of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p122a3p3.htm

