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Committee on Ministry 

Supplement 
May 16, 2020 

 

The Committee on Ministry reports: 

 

1. Approval of the following Stated Supply Contracts: Christi Brown and Patrick Jinks as 

Bridge Stated Supplies at St. Giles, Charlie Pratt as Part-Time Stated Supply at McCarter. 

 

2. Jennifer Fouse Sheorn has been moved to the Member-at-Large category after her faithful 

service as Stated Supply at St. Giles, and Stan Reid has been moved to the Member-at-

Large category after his faithful service as Stated Supply at McCarter. Cassie Wolfe has 

been moved to the Member-at-Large category after her faithful service as Stated Supply at 

First Simpsonville. 

 

3. Joanne Hull was elected as PNC Liaison for Limestone. 

 

4. Dan Sansbury, Limestone Interim, was elected as Moderator for the Bethesda Session. 

 

5. Associate Stated Clerk Gordon Raynal shared the news of the Personnel Committee’s 

affirmation of July 31
, 

2020 as his official retirement date. 

 

6. COM members have attempted to be in touch with every Pastor and/or Clerk of Session in 

the last month.  Reports about these communications were shared.  CSM is likewise in 

communication with Christian Educators, Youth Leaders and Musicians.  A second round 

of contacts will follow with Validated Ministers and Retired Ministers who are active in the 

work of Presbytery. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Nath Briley, Chair 
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Committee on Shared Ministry 

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) Update  

 
In response to the EF3 tornado that struck Seneca, SC on Monday morning, April 13, 
220, at Debbie Foster’s (Presbytery Leader & Stated Clerk) request, Rick Turner was 
virtually deployed by PDA to respond. Rick, Debbie Foster and Pressley Cox (Chair 
of CSM) were in touch with each other that morning. 

 
Debbie discovered that Seneca church and Townville church sustained some 
damage.  We were in contact with Richard Caldwell of Seneca church.  Richard and 
his wife, Susan, were part of a work team that responded to Superstorm Sandy in NJ 
and stayed at a PDA host site.  Their experience allowed them to quickly form a team 
and begin helping those impacted by the storm. 

 
On behalf of the Presbytery and Coordinating Council, Debbie applied for, and, we 
received a PDA “initial response” grant to allow the presbytery to assist those 
impacted.  It was decided that part of the funds would be used to procure needed 
supplies and the rest would be held for future needs. 

 
Richard and Susan have been steadily working with the people in the Seneca area. 
They have kept Debbie, Pressley and Rick updated as to their progress.  PDA 
shipped some flood buckets (clean-up supplies) and hygiene kits to Seneca church.  
Richard is distributing them as needed. 

 
Richard and Rick joined in a phone conference with the SC Emergency Management 
Division, some Oconee officials and some disaster response partners.  The purpose 
of this call was to establish a long-term recovery group to ensure needs were met 
and resources were being used fairly and efficiently. The Oconee County LTRG 
(OCLTRG) has had twice-weekly calls since the initial call. 

 
On May 02, 2020 the POTUS issued a disaster declaration at the request of the SC 
governor. This allowed FEMA to become involved in the recovery and freed up funds 
for assistance. 
 
FEMA plans to be active with the OCLTRG. 

 
On May 13, 2020 there will be a conference with Debbie, Pressley, Richard and Rick 
to discuss how to begin distributing the funds that have been granted and donated 
for this disaster. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rick Turner 

PDA Sub-Committee Chair, on behalf of the Committee on Shared Ministry  
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Coordinating Council Report 

Supplement 
May 16, 2020 

 
The Council reports the following: 

 

1. Via email approval the Council considered the following request submitted on behalf of the 

Committee on Shared Ministry by Pressley Cox, Chair.  Council unanimously approved 

the request: 

 

Dear Coordinating Council- 
  
As most of you are aware, due to the early morning tornadoes on Monday, April 13, parts of Foothills 

Presbytery were damaged or destroyed.  The EF3 tornado that struck Seneca, damaging Seneca 

Presbyterian and the surrounding community, was the strongest ever reported in the upstate of SC.    
  
On Friday, April 17, the Committee on Shared Ministry unanimously voted to recommend to the 

Coordinating Council that Foothills Presbytery apply for a $5000 grant from Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance to support those impacted and to provide needed supplies to residents of the affected 

communities.    
  
After discovery of further damage (including the Townville Church and community), Stated 

Clerk/Presbytery Leader Debbie Foster and PDA National Response Rep Rick Turner propose increasing 

the grant about to $7,500. 
  
The Committee on Shared Ministry is asking for the Coordinating Council's endorsement of the 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance grant in the amount of $7,500 on behalf of Foothills Presbytery. 

 

2. The Coordinating Council met via Zoom Conference and reports the following from that 

meeting: 

 

A. That PDA approved the grant request and that CSM is now seeking a second grant 

specifically for damage at the Seneca Church, which it approved. 

 

B. Heard the report that the 2020 Meeting of GA will be a virtual meeting that will only 

consider essential matters related to the ongoing work of the PCUSA. 

 

C. As the bank informed us of new rules regarding the Payroll Protection Loans that 

disqualifies Presbytery from application, Council approved withdrawing the application. 

 

D. Council discussed issues around safe resumption of Foothills congregations in-person 

gatherings for worship and approved a Pastoral Letter from Debbie Foster and a list of 

tools for careful consideration of this important issue. (sent May 7, 2020) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Hoyt, Chair 
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Foothills Presbytery 
Finance & Stewardship Committee Report 

May 16, 2020 
 
The Finance & Stewardship Committee met via Zoom Conference on April 30, 2020 and reports 
the following: 
 

1. Warren Templeton reported that the Presbytery is within the budget for the first 
quarter.  Receipts are down, but we have received 11% of the budget which is not far off 
for what is typical in our history of the Annual Commitment. 

 
2. The audit for our 2019 budget and giving is underway. 

 
3. The Tyger River Session generously sent a gift of $1900 to Foothills to use for emergency 

needs in congregations during the COVID-19 Crisis.  These monies will be placed in the 
COM Emergency Fund. 
 

4. Presbytery has applied for and was initially approved for a PPP Loan of $66,000. (*Per 
the Coordinating Council Supplemental Report, this was reported to Council. 
Subsequently Council was informed that new rules meant the Presbytery may not be 
qualified for the loan and so the application was withdrawn.) 
 

5. F&S noted that the Presbyterian Foundation is a good resource for congregations 
wanting to begin online giving. 
 

6. F&S noted that the Scholarship Working Group is meeting and it will develop guidelines 
and rules for the use of the income off of the approved Scholarship Fund. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dennis Latham, Chair 

 
Members: Dennis Latham, Chair; Daniel Elmore, Laura Smith Conrad, Brian Johnson, Justin 
Cazel, McCrady Gwinn, Hudson Neely, Sandi Tolly, Russ Williams; Ex Officio: Debbie Foster, 
Presbytery Leader & Stated Clerk; Gordon Raynal, Associate Stated Clerk; Stan Reid, Treasurer; 
Warren Templeton, Bookkeeper & Office Manager;  
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