
It will be a very different 

kind of parade this 

Sunday, as we each 

reflect on the palms 

from our own homes. 

We are still unable to 

open the church to 

worship together, but 

remember that when 

Jesus entered Jerusalem 

and was greeted with 

waving palm 

branches...that wasn't a 

formally planned, 

officially sanctioned, 

scheduled in advance 

event. People were 

waving what they had on 

hand--pulled from the 

trees that lined the 

streets. If someone really 

impressive and 

important were about to 

come down your street, 

what could you grab 

within a minute or two 

that would be colorful 

or festive or get their 

attention? Conveniently 

for this weirdly specific 

hypothetical scenario, I 

happen to keep all of my 

long scarves hanging on 

the door of my coat 

closet, so I would grab 

the fuchsia one with 

little rhinestones and 

wave that. But maybe 

one of my neighbors 

would have foam 

fingers, or some kind of 

flag, or a hastily 

scribbled sign, or a 

bubble wand to blow 

bubbles with. What 

would you grab? Send us 

a picture of yourself 

with it and we'll put 

them into a 

"parade" (i.e., collage) in 

our next newsletter! 

Every night during Holy 

Week, I will be live 

streaming an evening 

prayer service on 

Facebook at 8pm. You 

don't need to have a 

Facebook account to 

watch the service.  

On Maundy Thursday, I 

will be collaborating 

with First Presbyterian 

Church of Saline for a 

virtual service (more 

details to come). It's 

been really hard for me 

to come to terms with 

the fact that I'll be eating 

alone that day, because 

Maundy Thursday 

commemorates Jesus' 

last supper with his 

friends and is a powerful 

reminder that even God 

needed friends to 

support him in a 

difficult time. It's not the 

same, but I'd like for us 

to be able to eat dinner 

together over video...we 

can call it The Upper 

Zoom!!! (yes...yes, I am 

very pleased with myself 

for that wordplay) Join 

me online and I'll be 

able to seat us at "tables" 

by dividing us into 

smaller subgroups for 

easier conversation. 

More details will come 

for that, as well. 

I'm still working out the 

details for what Good 

Friday will look like, 
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since obviously we've 

had to scrap the plans 

for the interactive 

service that Peoples 

would have been 

hosting, co-led by 

several other local 

churches.  

Holy Saturday will be 

especially poignant this 

year, as we are 

surrounded by absence--

the absence of our 

regular activities, the 

absence of many of our 

friends and families, the 

absence of physical 

touch for those of us 

who live alone, the 

absence of our 

congregation gathered 

together. On that day, 

two thousand years ago, 

when Jesus' body lay in 

its tomb, I imagine that 

all of Creation felt that 

absence somehow. 

I hope that many of you 

will join me this Sunday 

as I live stream worship 

on Facebook at 10am. 

You can follow along 

with the prayers, 

readings, and hymns, 

which will be published 

on our website under 

the heading "Worship" 

in the main menu. After 

worship, you are invited 

to a virtual coffee hour 

on Zoom! There will be 

a link to join posted on 

our Facebook page, but 

if you don't have the set-

up to join a video 

conference, you could 

also join by telephone by 

dialing (312) 626-6799 

and entering the meeting 

code 146 874 134, 

followed by the 

password 075003. We 

didn't need to use a 

password last week, but 

because so many people 

have been relying on 

Zoom these past few 

weeks, they have been 

improving their security 

and are now requiring 

every meeting to have a 

password. 

More details will come 

as we all collectively 

improvise our way 

through this next week. 

Stay tuned for the next 

mini Mouse or check 

our 

website, peoplespresbyte

rian.org, where updates 

will be posted under the 

new menu heading 

"Covid-19." 
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 Caring Corner 

Blood Donations . 

If you are willing and able, don't 

forget to sign up to donate blood. 

There is an awful shortage with all 

the hospitalizations due to the 

virus. 

You can call . . .1-800-RED 

CROSS1-800 -  733-2767 or check 

on the Red Cross website for dates 

and times. Let's do all we can to 

fight this terrible virus together!! 

Simple Forms of Prayer 

Lighting a candle before you pray can help you to focus and listen. 

Jesus taught us the Lord’s Prayer so that we would always have 

words to say. Use it! 

The “Examen”. Don’t let the name put you off! This is a very sim-

ple way to prayerfully review your day with God in five steps: 

1. Become aware of God’s presence, or ask God to help you re-

member that God is there with you. 

2. Review the day with gratitude (as best you can!) 

3. Pay attention to how you’re feeling about it. 

4. Choose one feature of the day and pray about it. 

5. Look toward to tomorrow. What do you expect the day to hold? 

Ask God to help you remember that God is with you. 

Lectio Divina: again, if this is new to you, don’t let the name put 

you off. Lectio helps you to read the Bible in a prayerful way. Pick a 

short passage of Scripture (it can be anything you like, but if you’re 

stuck, parables of Jesus or the shorter Psalms are a good choice). 

Read it through, slowly, two or three times. Notice what jumps out 

at you, and ask yourself, what is God saying to me here? Reflect on 

this for a few minutes. Then, read the passage again. Now ask your-

self, what do I want to say to God? - then say it. Lastly, sit quietly 

and know that God is with you. 

Creative Ways of Praying 

• You might find it helpful to listen to favorite hymns or worship 

songs, or other pieces of music that have a special meaning for 

you. 

• Pictures can help prompt our prayers - for instance, photos of 

loved ones, maps, or pictures of our community or the wider 

world 

• If the news is getting you down, try praying for the people and 

situations that are mentioned. 

• Why not try doodling, painting, or drawing as you pray? 

• If you're struggling to find the words you want to say to God, 

sit in silence. God knows what is on your heart. 

• Write out your prayer, or write the names of the people whom 

you are praying for. 



CE Cont’d: The Family Fold 
(Due to PPC’s Worship & Coffee Hour Hiatus, we asked the families of our congregation to send any updates 
they might want to share with us. We will continue to do this while we practice social distancing. If there is 
anything you would like to share, please send to ppcoffice@peoplespresbyterian.org)  
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“I have a few updates:   It is a great sadness that the 

One Voice Gospel Choir has lost a spouse of a 

Member of the choir this morning.   He passed away 

at the Hospice Center at the Saginaw VA Hospital.   

Also, one of our choir members has been diagnosed 

with the virus as of April 1, 2020.  We all can use 

prayers as we are all are suffering in this time  due to 

the distance from one another. “  

Georgia Anderson 

“I have all my Easter decorations up.  I am walking 

with a cane most of the time.  I am pretending I am at 

PT!  I can submit your Bill's to Medicare if u want.  I 

am only kidding. Haha! Can't  wait to see you all. “ 

Worship: 

Streamed Weekly on Facebook Live 

at 10:00 am every Sunday 

Prayer Service: 

Streamed Live each Wednesday on Facebook 

Live at 8:00 pm 

The Pratts (Chuck) 

The Bells: 

“Katie has been enjoying cooking meals for 

our family. She has made French toast, spa-

ghetti, and meatloaf! We are learning math 

while cooking too :)”  

A Visual Update from the Lawver’s Furry Family 


