Manse Cat Weekly:

Musings from Pastor Leia / her cat

In the first two months of isolation, I
think I managed to read one book.
Anyone who knows me knows that this
behavior change was very out of character
for me. I'm always reading something,
often more than one at a time. I mean,
there are the sorts of books one reads to
relax before bedtime, but there are also the
sorts of books one reads to learn
something new, or the sorts of books one
reads for a book club, and so on.

Since 2012, when I got my first e-reader,
I've tried to limit the number of physical
books that I acquired. I was in my first
year of seminary at the time, and I knew
that I'd be boxing up all my belongings
each summer to move to wherever I did
my summer internships. My dorm didn't
have an elevator (although it does have a
dumbwaiter!) and books get pretty heavy
pretty quickly, as every book-lover knows
all too well.

I didn't take much with me when I first
left California for the east coast after [
graduated college. I chose two non-fiction
books that I'd bought in high school and
that had affirmed my desire to study
history. I thought I might read them again,
since I was no longer a student with
assigned reading. (I did not read them
again...although The Confederate in the
Attic and Lies My Teacher Told

Me remain on my shelves today, like old
friends.) Obviously I had to pack my very
dog-eared The Lord of the Rings trilogy as
well as Terry Pratchett's Small Gods.
Between three years of seminary, the
campus' annual used book sale, and my
late pastot's decision to downsize his own
collection before moving offices during a
church remodeling project, I acquired
quite a few books, despite my best efforts.
Today, my personal library has been
divided into two patts: the books I keep at

home (mostly fiction, some miscellaneous
history, and a few graphic novels) and the
books that live in the office. One professor
in seminary taught us "the theology of the
well-placed book," the belief that the
presence of certain titles can spark
conversation. If someone walks into a
pastot's office and sees a book on their
shelf about adoption, or PTSD, or
LGBTQIA+ issues, or explaining death to
children, then they know that their pastor
is willing to talk about those things (and,
theoretically, informed on the subject--
although I can't say that I've yet read
*every* book in my office). It's a much
easier way to start a conversation on a
difficult or uncomfortable subject if you
can comment on a book title, rather than
jump in cold. I have a fairly diverse
collection for this reason.

And yet, in the first two months of
isolation, I read maybe one book. I was too
overwhelmed by all the plans that needed
to be made, the vatious options that
needed to be researched, the new skills T
had to learn, the new world I was suddenly
living in. In those two months, I didn't
have any human contact at all. I left the
house once to mail a letter. It was just the
cat and me (and just between us, I have to
admit that Gingersnap is a terrible
conversationalist). I was attending
seemingly endless webinars and presbytery
meetings, but everyone was coming from
the same place (Presbyterian ministry,
mostly), facing the same problem (moving
church online).

Recent headlines have made me think
more about the diversity of voices that I
hear. Throughout my life, I've been blessed
with the opportunity to form friendships
with people from many different religions,
backgrounds, cultures, and perspectives,
but since I may not get to see any of them
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again for a long while yet, I turned to
books instead.

Books aren't often the solution to real-
world problems, but they can be a
great starting point for conversations
and dialogues. There is a world outside
this house, even if I haven't seen it in a
while. There is a2 world outside the
Church. There is even, weirdly enough,
a wotld outside the internet. So I've
been committing myself to setting time
aside to read every week, and I've
tinally been making some progress
with the collection of books on my
kindle that I've been meaning to read
for a while. Rachel Held Evans, Traudl
Junge, Ta-Nehisi Coates, Megan
Phelps-Roper, Justin Lee, Jenny
TLawson, and Malala Yousafzai are
some of the non-fiction authors I've
read this month, and they've certainly
given me a lot of new perspectives.
What have you read recently? I'd love
to share recommendations.
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Happening This Week of June 22, 2020

Tuesday, June 30, 8pm: Bible study on Facebook Live
Wednesday, July 1, 8pm: evening prayer on Facebook Live

Thursday, July 2, 5pm: virtual fellowship on
zoom https:/ /peoplespresbyterian.org/events/virtual-cocktail-hour-2020-07-02/

Sunday, July 5, 10am: worship on Facebook Live followed by virtual fellowship on
zoom https://peoplespresbyterian.org/events/virtual-coffee-hour-2020-07-05/
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Family Fold
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The Londons:

Here is the completed quilt.

The backing shows the patch I had made
and stripes on edges from his t shirts.

Also close ups of the squares with
additions embroidery by Mary (thank so
much).

The JT on one square is for Jeremy Tarlea,
who died in summer football practice.

They wore the decal on their helmets.
[ am pleased with the finished product.

Thanks to all who were my "quilt experts'

-Carole London
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Good News, Michigan: Good Deeds and Moments of Hope

In Oakland Township, Michaela Munyan is
steadily producing beautiful masks for healthcare
workers and beyond. She has already donated
500! Read more about her story below:
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation,
2020/06/30/michigan-9-year-old-has-sewn-

donated-more-than-500-masks-during-

Penny Tyler wasn’t sure what she was going to
do when the Midland flood devastated her
home. The Midland Community stepped in to
help their neighbor in a big way. Read more
below:

WWW.USPS.Com

https://www.ourmidland.com/opinion/voices/artic
le/A-story-from-our-inseparably-interconnected-
15368751.php

Jackson mailman, Joshua Davis, wanted
Michigan’s 2020 graduates to feel recognized.
Read more about his good deed below:

https://www.mlive.com/news/jackson/2020/06/yout-
accomplishments-have-not-gone-unnoticed-michigan-
mailman-leaves-positive-notes-for-2020-grads.html
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Peoples Presbyterian Church
210 Smith Street Milan, MI 48160

Pastor: The Reverend Leia Rose Battaglia

Phone: (734) 439-1922
Church Email: ppcoffice@peoplespresbyterian.org
Pastor’s Email: ppcpastor@peoplespresbyterian.org
Website: www.peoplespresbyterian.org

Worship:
Streamed Weekly on Facebook Live
at 10:00 am every Sunday
Prayer Service:
Streamed Live each Wednesday on Facebook
Live at 8:00 pm
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