Manse Cat Monthly:
Musings from Pastor Leia / her cat
So...um...I accidentally
dyed my cat pink.
Yes, I know,
I have previously
threatened to give her a
colorful pedicure, and
yes, to be fair,
I did recently bleach half
of my own hair and dye
it bright purple.
But dyeing the cat was an
ACCIDENT.
For many many years,
one of my favorite parts
of Christmas morning
was balling up wrapping
paper to throw either at
my brothers or at the
family poodle, who
would very excitedly tear
the paper to shreds.
Despite my
grandmother's best
efforts, no one put their
wrapping paper in the
box she'd put in the
living room for that very
reason.
Obviously, Gingersnap is
not a dog (we all have
our personal failings, I

suppose), but since she's
a fan of crinkly paper, I
figured that I might be
able to continue this
tradition with her. She
doesn't really shred the
wrapping paper, but she
does like to bat at it and/
or curl up on it for a nap.
She really likes to switch
up where she sleeps. One
night, she'll be on one of
her beds in front of the
heater grate, the next
she'll be on the couch, or
on a chair, or on a
magazine that she's
knocked off the coffee
table for reasons known
only to herself, or in her
tunnel, or in her
ottoman, or in a box.
Almost every night since
Christmas, though, I've
found her sleeping
happily in a box of
discarded wrapping
paper.
There was nothing
unusual about this, at
first. Just a cat in a box,
pretty standard stuff. But

01/07/2021
Volume 1, Issue 38
a week or so after
Christmas, I received a
few late gifts wrapped in
red paper, and obviously
added the discarded
paper to her festive little
nest.
The next day, when she
got up to stretch, I saw a
flash of color. Her feet
were pink. The backs of
her legs were dark pink.
Even her tummy was a
light shade of pink. (Also,
there was glitter on her
nose.) I guess that
prolonged contact of her
warm little body with the
red paper had resulted in
some color transfer.
Oops.
I tried getting it off with
a pet wipe, which only
resulted in an annoyed
cat. Next, I confiscated
the red paper, which only
annoyed her more. She
disappeared in a huff.
Very disappointingly, her
annoyance prevented me
from getting any pictures
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of her pink "socks."
2021 is already shaping up to be
an interesting year. I only hope
that we might be able to spend
more of it together than we
were able to meet in 2020.
May the vaccine deployments be
a success, may our communities
find ways to thrive, may we
continue to support each other
in hard times, and may our
socks stay white in this new
year.
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Happening This Week

Tuesday, January 12, 8pm: Bible study on Facebook Live
Wednesday, January 13, 8pm: evening prayer service on Facebook Live

Thursday, January 14, 5pm: virtual fellowship on zoom
https://peoplespresbyterian.org/events/virtual-cocktail-hour-2021-01-14/
Sunday, January 17, 10am: worship on Facebook Live followed by virtual fellowship on zoom
https://peoplespresbyterian.org/events/virtual-coffee-hour-2021-01-17/
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Family Fold

Reese Rupert: pictured above, back row, first on the right
Reese Rupert just finished playing softball in Florida last week at the USSSA All American games.
Her Great Lakes team - girls from Michigan, Ohio Indiana and Illinois - finished in third place. Their record
was 4-1-1.

Ethan and Libby, the Barney grand-twins
play Christmas Bingo!
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Recipe Corner
The following is the recipe for Steve’s Mom’s
sugar cookies. They are a family tradition and
they are now known as, “Barney Cookies”.
Whenever I’d bring in a batch to school when
I was teaching, folks would flock to the
Teacher’s Lounge at their break time to grab a
cookie. Grandma Barney’s cookies became
“famous” at Paddock and Symons elementary
Schools!!

Dorothy Barney’s sugar Cookies:
-3/4 cup shortening (part butter)
-1 cup sugar
-2 eggs
-1 tsp. Vanilla
-2 1/2 cups flour
-1 tsp. Baking powder
-1 tsp. Salt
Mix shortening, sugar, eggs, vanilla
thoroughly. Stir in flour, baking powder and
salt, blend in. Chill at least 1 hour.
Heat oven to 400 degrees. Roll dough to 1/8”
thick on lightly floured board. Cut out with
your favorite Christmas cookie cutters, place
on un-greased sheet and bake 8 minutes or
until cookies are golden. Makes about 4 dz.
Frost with your favorite buttercream icing and
sprinkles.
Sue Barney
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Worship:
Streamed Weekly on Facebook Live
at 10:00 am every Sunday
Prayer Service:
Streamed Live each Wednesday on Facebook
Live at 8:00 pm

