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Many things in this 

universe come in cycles 

and we often find 

ourselves back in a place 

that feels like somewhere 

we've been before. Every 

day, we repeat the ritual 

of washing our hands. 

Every week, we repeat 

the ritual of worshipping 

together on Sunday. 

Every month, we repeat 

the ritual of turning the 

page on a calendar. 

Every year, we repeat the 

rituals of birthdays and 

anniversaries and 

holidays. On a less 

regular schedule, we 

repeat a cycle of 

welcoming God into our 

lives and then nudging 

God aside when we are 

distracted by idols and 

temptations. We repeat a 

cycle of hurting each 

other and having to find 

the courage to admit it 

and the grace to 

apologize for it and the 

conviction to do things 

differently next time. We 

repeat a cycle of being 

caught up in the excitement 

of this world and then 

taking a step back and 

suddenly feeling the 

sorrow and longing that is 

always around us.  

We aren't always at the 

same point in these cycles 

at the same time. The 

strength of a community 

lies in our ability to lift 

each other up when some 

of us are in high places and 

others are low. 

For everything, there is a 

season and the season we 

are about to step into is 

Lent, a time when we all 

come together to recognize 

(no matter where we are 

individually) that many of 

us are stuck in a place 

where we'd rather not be, 

in cycles we can't escape, in 

the darkness of sin or 

doubt or grief that we can't 

see past. For everything, 

there is a season, and in the 

cycle of the church year, 

there are seasons of 

rejoicing and growing and 

and singing alleluia, but in 

the season of Lent, there 

is a long tradition of not 

singing or saying the 

word "alleluia," which 

means "praise God" 

because we've set time 

apart to instead say "I'm 

sorry" and "what do I 

need to do differently?". 

Lent is part of the 

rhythm of the church 

year: Christ comes and 

we rejoice, but soon 

enough, we sin and turn 

away from God. Christ 

comes again, rising from 

the dead, and we rejoice 

again, but then, again, we 

sin and turn away from 

God. The pattern is as 

sure and steady as our 

own heartbeat, but again 

and again, God offers us 

more love and grace than 

we know what to do with. 

In this season of 

separation and 

uncertainty, it is reassuring 

to know that there is 

something in this universe 

that will never change. As 

we prepare this week to 
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worship from home on Ash 

Wednesday, I invite you to 

gather together a candle and 

something to light it with, some 

paper and something to write 

with, and a way to get your 

hands dirty—whether that’s 

with ashes from a fireplace, a 

burnt cork, some dark 

eyeshadow, a stick of charcoal, 

fingerpaint, a bowl of dirt, or 

something else. It is said that 

sacraments, like baptism, are 

visible signs of invisible grace, 

reminding us of the abundant 

blessings that God showers on 

us. Sometimes, we need to look 

at visible signs of invisible sin 

and pain because sometimes, it 

can be all too easy to ignore 

what we can't see, even when it's 

right in front of us, smudging 

everything we touch. 
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Tuesday, February 16, 8pm: Bible study on Facebook Live (1 John 5) 

Wednesday, February 17, 7pm: Ash Wednesday service on Facebook Live 

Thursday, February 18, 1-3pm: virtual knitting group on zoom  

https://peoplespresbyterian.org/events/hats-for-cancer-2021-02-18/  

Thursday, February 18, 5pm: virtual fellowship on zoom  

https://peoplespresbyterian.org/events/virtual-cocktail-hour-2021-02-18/  

Sunday, February 21 (first Sunday in Lent), 10am: worship on Facebook Live followed by virtual fellowship on zoom  

https://peoplespresbyterian.org/events/virtual-coffee-hour-2021-02-21/  

Since September, I've put a spotlight on four different spiritual practices every month here in the mini Mouse and invited 

you to try one (or several) throughout that month. For Lent, you might consider taking part in a series of 47 

"micropractices:" simple spiritual exercises that should take no more than ten minutes a day. If you're interested in trying 

these micropractices on for size, print a copy of this three-page (double-sided) booklet at the end of this newsletter and 

follow along from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday!  

Daily Prayers for Lent by Rev. Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  

Ash Wednesday, February 17: Teaching God, you remind us to avoid going through the motions on autopilot so that 

we can engage our faith with our whole hearts. You’re worth our whole hearts. So today I pray: Be there in my fasting. Be 

there in my praying. Be there in my walking and waking. Make this journey real. Make it rich. Make it yours. Amen. 

Thursday, February 18: God of tomorrow, brokenness weighs on us. No one is left untouched. And so we lift our eyes 

to you, dreaming of the day when love is all we carry. Give us the strength to be those who dream—today and tomorrow. 

Amen. 

Friday, February 19: Inviting God, you are a God who is up to something good, always thinking of you ahead, always 

inviting us to join. So spark curiosity in me today so that I might ask, “Where are you going? I want to tag along.” Amen. 

Saturday, February 20: Gracious God, being people of faith has never been easy. From the very beginning, we have 

needed reminders—to be gentle, to show courtesy, to devote ourselves to good works. In a world of division, help me be 

gentle. May that gentleness be a power for good. Amen. 

***Very important 

public safety 

announcement: if  you 

are playing with ashes at 

home, do not mix them 

with water. Mixing ashes 

with water creates lye 

and lye will burn your 

skin. Only touch ashes 

dry or mixed with a little 

bit of  oil. DO NOT 

MIX  ASHES WITH 

WATER.*** 
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Misson 
Let’s Share! 

Hello PPC friends, please consider sharing what’s in your pantry with those in need. 

Aid In Milan is continually asking for donations to help keep their food pantry open and available to anyone in 

need. This week, their biggest need is cereal, sliced bread, pastries and snacks. 

The need for personal care items....shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant as well as detergent is on-going. It’s tough 

to keep those items stocked. 

If you can, please drop off any items that you wish to donate at AIM during these hours: 

Monday: 9:00-2:30 

Tuesday: 12:00-4:30 

Wednesday-Closed 

Thursday/Friday: 9:00-2:30 

If you are unable to deliver goods, please feel free to e-mail me at : subarney@comcast.net and I will pick items 

up from your porch. 

Thanks for your support! 

Sue Barney-Deacon Moderator  

 
 Donations Opportunities for Aid in Milan 

Great news!!   Our donations for Aid in Milan's "shut-off" fund has totaled $1,450!!!  What a wonderful show of 

compassion for our neighbors in financial trouble because of the pandemic.  There have 17 pairs of adult  win-

ter gloves also dropped off to be given to AIM. 

Please have your cash and glove donations into the church by Sunday, February 14.  You can mail your check, 

of any amount, to the church office, 210 Smith Street, with "Aid in Milan" in the memo section or put it in an 

envelope into the mail slot outside the office. 

The gloves can either be slipped through the mail slot or put them in the  large paper bag in the church office 

with AIM sign on it. 

A huge thank you to all who have so generously donated to this outreach project.  Peoples should be very proud 

of the amount of donations received so far.  Milan residents in need will greatly appreciate us thinking of them. 

We are certainly living up to the Matthew 25:40 verse :  "I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers of mine, you did for me"  

                             Your Mission Committee 
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Christian Education 

With Mardi Gras on February 16 and Ash Wednesday on 

the 17th, the Lenten C.E. packets were sent out this week. 

There are explanations of  both Mardi Gras and Ash 

Wednesday holidays.  Hopefully some of  the youth will be 

making their own King's Cake on Mardi Gras and take a 

picture of  them and the Cake.  

They will find out how the date of  Easter is determined 

each year along with ways to think about how they might 

want to make some positive changes in their daily lives 

during Lent.  

Age appropriate coloring and activities are also enclosed. 

                        -C.E. Committee 
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Vaccine Updates at PPC 

Here is Ken and my picture at St. Joes after we received our 2nd COVID vaccine. 

St. Joes has given over 18,942 doses . . . and going strong!!  

Thank God for giving us this vaccine to help fight this awful virus. 

-Carole London 

 

Diane London also received 

her second dose of vaccine. 

Thank you, members, for 

staying proactive! 
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The Nurse Corner with Diane London 

 

 

Submitted by Diane London on behalf of the Worship Committee 

Why can't we have in-person worship? 

It has been a year since we have been able to have in-person worship services.  We all miss having our regular worship 

service, singing together, being able to shake hands, hug, laugh and connect with others.  There may be some members 

& friends who don't understand why we have continued virtual services this long.  Suspending in-person services is 

soley the decision of our elected Session members.  Unfortunately the Covid virus has proved to be quite a "life disrupt-

er" and puts people at risk of serious illness, long term health effects and death.  Having in-person services at this time 

would increase potential exposure to the Covid virus which could be devastating to our older, high-risk membership.     

Session members have been reviewing data on this national website https://www.covidactnow.org/.  The data below is 

from Wednesday, February 10 and is sorted by county population.  Ann Arbor is currently in the high risk level because 

of a recent surge of the variant Covid virus.  Notice that 83% of the ICU capacity in Washtenaw is in use - that's the U 

of M and SJMH - a LOT of ICU beds! 

This data is from February 10 on the Covidactnow.org website: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When might we be able to return to in-person services?   

1.  Seeing the number for infection rates and positive test rates consistently drop without subsequent spikes 

2.  Getting more people vaccinated, especially those within our congregation 

Vaccines are being manufactured and we are hearing about more people being called to schedule their shots here in 

Washtenaw and Monroe counties. 

What can YOU and I do? 

1. Register to get on the wait lists at Washtenaw or Monroe County Public Health department, Meijer, MYChart 

through SJMH & IHA. Veterans can receive vaccines at the VA hospital.  

2. Take the covid vaccine when it is offered.  

3. Continue to wear your mask, wash your hands, use hand sanitizer and avoid gatherings with people outside of your 

immediate family. 

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 

grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) 
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Worship: 

Streamed Weekly on Facebook Live 

at 10:00 am every Sunday 

Prayer Service: 

Streamed Live each Wednesday on Facebook 

Live at 8:00 pm 
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