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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2020		10:00 AM 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices.

WE GATHER IN GOD’S GRACE

 PRELUDE	           Variations on Freu’ Dich Sehr, O Meine Seele            By J.S. Bach
				
CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)                                              (verses from Psalm 23)
[bookmark: _Hlk38276002]L:	The Lord is my shepherd. I lack nothing.
P:	Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no danger because you are with me.
L:	You set a table for me right in front of my enemies.
P:	Yes, goodness and faithful love will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will return to the Lord’s house as long as I live!

*HYMN		Great Is Thy Faithfulness	#39

CALL TO CONFESSION:						(based on Psalm 103)
Remembering all the benefits we have received from God’s good deeds and faithful love, we come before God to ask for mercy once more. We know that we do not bless God with our whole being! Trusting that God is more gracious than we deserve and more patient with us than we can imagine, let us pray together:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)     
Good and gracious God, we admit that we are weary and fearful! We feel stretched beyond our capabilities and taxed beyond our strength! We try to hold on to the hope you give us, but we sometimes we fall into sadness and despair. We trust you, O Lord, but we also know the depth of our need. Forgive us for failing to fully give ourselves to you! Renew us in your love and assure us with your peace! Hear us as we ask for your mercy in Jesus’ name. Amen.

 TIME FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION



 WORDS ASSURING US OF GOD’S GRACE (Responsive) 	(based on Psalm 103)
L:	The Lord to whom we turn is compassionate and merciful, very patient, full of unfailing love!
P:	We are comforted in knowing that God does not deal with us according to our sin!
L:	The God to whom we look remembers that we are human, needing guidance and grace!
P:	We are renewed in God’s everlasting love! Bless God’s holy name forevermore!

*RESPONSE	Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me	#582

WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION (Unison):
In these challenging times, O God, we need to understand your Word for us! Help us by the power of your Holy Spirit so we may hear, trust, and receive your encouraging word as we worship you this day! Hear us as we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING	Acts 2:42-47	(Common English Bible)
 The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their shared meals, and to their prayers.  A sense of awe came over everyone. God performed many wonders and signs through the apostles.  All the believers were united and shared everything.  They would sell pieces of property and possessions and distribute the proceeds to everyone who needed them.  Every day, they met together in the temple and ate in their homes. They shared food with gladness and simplicity.  They praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. The Lord added daily to the community those who were being saved.

 SECOND SCRIPTURE READING	      I Peter 2:21-25                (Common English Bible)
You were called to this kind of endurance, because Christ suffered on your behalf. He left you an example so that you might follow in his footsteps.  He committed no sin, nor did he ever speak in ways meant to deceive.  When he was insulted, he did not reply with insults. When he suffered, he did not threaten revenge. Instead, he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.   He carried in his own body on the cross the sins we committed. He did this so that we might live in righteousness, having nothing to do with sin. By his wounds you were healed.   Though you were like straying sheep, you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your lives.

SERMON:  	                  Welcome to Reorientation!                             Rev. Rebecca Taylor
[bookmark: _Hlk24714512]
*HYMN	Great God of Every Blessing	#694

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER	(traditional)
     	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
	
*WORDS AFFIRMING OUR FAITH (Unison) 		(from A Declaration of Faith)
Across the centuries since the church was founded, the Spirit has formed and identified it. We recognize the true church of Jesus Christ wherever the work of the Spirit is evident: in preaching and sacraments, in the new life and continuous growth of believers, in the sharing of spiritual gifts and material things, in mission and service to the world. The boundaries of the church are not clearly known to us, but God knows those who are his.
We confess that Christians today are called to discipleship. Life shared with Christ and shaped by Christ is God's undeserved gift to each of us. It is also God's demand upon every one of us, never perfectly fulfilled by any of us. Forgiven by God and supported by brothers and sisters, we strive to become more faithful and effective in our daily practice of the Christian life.

*HYMN	Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven	#619
	
*BENEDICTION	            Philippians 4:12-13	(Common English Bible)
I know the experience of being in need and of having more than enough; I have learned the secret to being content in any and every circumstance, whether full or hungry or whether having plenty or being poor.   I can endure all these things through the power of the one who gives me strength.

Remember: you are never alone. You are always held in the love of God, kept in the grace of Jesus the Christ, and accompanied by the Holy Spirit!







* THE LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE NEXT WEEK ***

Acts 7:55–60	1 Peter 2:2–10
Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16	John 14:1–14

Questions for Reflection
Is the “dwelling place” of which Jesus speaks a place for us after we die, or does it include our life in the present?  What does Jesus mean when he says that his disciples “will do greater works”?  What does it mean to pray “in Jesus’ name”?

                                                                 Household Prayer: Morning                                                       
Lord Jesus, as I serve you this day, let not my heart be troubled.  Help me to believe with conviction that you are with me, and I am in you,and you are in God. Amen. 

                                                                   Household Prayer: Evening                   
Faithful God, my rock and my fortress, into your hands I commit my spirit.  As darkness falls, let your face shine upon your servant, and keep me in your steadfast love. Amen.

**Taken from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 2. © 2014 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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OUR STAFF

Rev. Rebecca Taylor, Pastor 	rebecca@presbyterianwarren.com	
Hunter Peterson, Director of Music	hmpeterson100@gmail.com	       
Barb Hill, Administrative Assistant	admin@presbyterianwarren.com
Betsy Griffin, Financial Secretary	finance@presyterianwarren.com
Events and Communications Coordinator	connect@presbyterianwarren.com

Kyle Brecht, Property Manager	Ben Check, Assist. Property Manager

Courtney Robillard, Childcare	Curtis Tyler, Childcare
Lori VanOrd, Childcare	Terri Shaw, Childcare

THE SESSION
Ross Bryan		Joanna Elletson
Rene’ Davis		Ann Ferguson
Gale Dyke		                Ray Pring
Larry Dyke		Carrie Salapek
Jim Eggleston		Lynn Sears
Vickie Eggleston
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*** JOYS AND CONCERNS ***
Joys:
      Sam Salapek who is recovering from successful heart surgery
Janice & Don O’Neil, Lila Hookins’ sister & brother-in-law, who are now at home!
Bob Sears who is training to assist in leading Bible Studies at SCI Cambridge Springs

Concerns:
Prayers for our members and friends residing in care facilities and receiving care at home            
Prayers for those affected by the Coronavirus and those in the medical community attending to the sick
       Prayers for Connor and Christian
       Prayers for Bill
       Prayers for Mary Schorman, recovering from surgery 
       Prayers of healing for Wanda Monts
      Courage, Strength and Faith to Larfay Austin Jr during his incarceration
       Prayers for Carinne Palm, Vickie Eggleston’s sister, undergoing radiation treatments
Prayers for Trevor, recovering from shoulder surgery 
Prayers for Susan Wenzel, who has health concerns
       Prayers for Lynda Slocum’s son Andy and grandson, Brayden
Prayers for Lois Buerkle, Lynn Sears’ sister, as she undergoes treatments for cancer
Prayers for Andy Yurick
Prayers for Louise Crozier and family                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Prayers for Katie Roth Spiegel, who is undergoing treatment for cancer    
Prayers for Wally Post		
Prayers for Lisa Huey Hochberg and others struggling with dementia and alzheimer’s	
Prayers for Seth				                                                                           
Prayers for Margaret Taylor, Rebecca’s mother, under Hospice care
Prayers for our members and friends residing in care facilities                
Prayers for those affected by the Coronavirus.					
Courage, strength, and faith to all those affected by violent crimes.
Those serving in our military, people struggling with addiction, and those in jail
Those facing famine and hunger in remote and desolate places. 
Let the Light of the Lord shine on all peoples in all nations

*** PRESBYTERY JOYS AND PRAYER CONCERNS ***

We pray for the churches and ministerial staff that constitute the Lake Erie Presbytery.  This week we pray for Pleasantville, and Rev. Vincent Dagadu, Moderator, Upper Northern Presbytery, Ghana


Heaven: What Can We Really Know About It?
Pastor’s Study – May 2020
10:00 AM via Zoom

Schedule

Monday, May 11th:
Looking at heaven in the Scriptures

Thursday, May 14th:
Listening to what scholars have said

Monday, May 18th:
Longing for heaven? when? where? why?


To get started… please reflect on these prompts:

I believe heaven is…


Some questions I have about heaven are…
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THE TEXTS IN BOLD  will be used in worship next Sunday; please read them during the week  and pray that  God’s spirit will help and guide us all as we encounter God’s word!  
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*Or “Great is thy faithfulness, O God, Creator.”

e .,

Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns among the 1200 poems by
this Methodist writer and pastor that has gained much currency. The tune that appears here was composed
especially for these words, and the pairing has proved enduring.

TEXT: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923 FAITHFULNESS
MUSIC: William Marion Runyan, 1923 11.10.11.10 with refrain
Text and Music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company
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SERVICE MUSIC

532 Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me

Capo 3: (G) (D) (G) (D) (G) (D) (Em) (D)
Bb F B F Bb F Gm F
n | 6 J—
él—"r | \} < S
ANV (® ] i i D) ) ®
e) & &
1 Glo - ry to God, whose good - ness shines on  me,
2 World with - out end, vy with-out end. A - men.
(D) (G) (C) (GQ) (Em7) (A7)
A F B> Eb Bb  Gm7 C7
— 5 \ )
& = : ’
e
and to  the Son, whose grace has par - doned me,
World with - out end, Y  with -out end. A - men.
(A7) (D) (F¥) (Bm)
Cc7 F A Dm
f)
s e — : :
€ @ . ¢
\Q))} =) i NN~———— -
and to  the Spir - it, whose love has set me free.
World with - out end, vy with -out end. A - men.
(Bm7) (D) (Bdim7) (Em7) (Dm)(A7) (D)
Dm7 F Ddim7 Gm7 Fm C7 F
f) —
'—'4‘ 'vy. o1 — a ) N ! !
ANV — 7 e S —® . o
e =~ <

As it was in the be - gin-ning, is now and ev-er shall be. A - men.




image6.tiff
DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP
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Written for the 500th anniversary of John Calvin’s birth, this text sums up his liturgical theology, ending each
stanza with his motto: Cor meum tibi offero, Domine, prompte et sincere. By moving from plural to singular the
stanzas show how corporate faith becomes personal piety.

TEXT: David Gambrell, 2009 AURELIA
MUSIC: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864 7.6.7.6.D
Text © 2011 David Gambrell (admin. Presbyterian Publishing Corp.)
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