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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
Second Sunday after Pentecost
June 14, 2020		10:00 AM 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices.

WE GATHER IN GOD’S GRACE

PRELUDE	                           O Salutaris Hostia                                            Alex Guilmant                               
			 				         
[bookmark: _Hlk38276002]CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)                                              (verses from Psalm 116)
L:	What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me?
P:	I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord!
L:	I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.
P:	I will offer a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the Lord!

*HYMN		I’ll Praise My Maker	#806

CALL TO CONFESSION:					          (based on Ephesians 2)
We are certain that our lives would be so much less than they are if it were not for God’s grace bringing us fullness of life through the richness of God’s mercy! Yet we are also certain that we do not honor the gift of God’s grace because we forget that who we are is God’s accomplishment. Trusting that we will be renewed by admitting our need for God’s grace, let us pray together:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)     
Forgive us, O God, if we fall into despair, doubting that you are present to support us! Forgive us, O Lord, if we fail to fully trust your Spirit, fearing that we lack what we need to live faithfully! Come to us in the power of your love and free us from doubt and fear! Renew us in your grace and reassure us of your healing presence! Hear us as we ask for your mercy in Jesus’ name. Amen.

TIME FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION

WORDS ASSURING US OF GOD’S GRACE (Responsive)         (based on Ephesians 2)
L:	This is Good News: God saves us in grace and brings us the peace of Christ!
P:	We are reconciled to God through Christ’s death on the cross!
L:	In Christ we are forgiven and have become a living temple filled with God’s Spirit!
P:	We belong to God!  Praise our Lord Jesus Christ!

*RESPONSE	Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me	#582

WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION (Unison):
Grant us grace to hear you, O God, as you speak to us today! Grant us love to live for you, O Lord, as you lead us this day! Hear us as we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING	Genesis 18:1-15	  (Common English Bible)
The LORD appeared to Abraham at the oaks of Mamre while he sat at the entrance of his tent in the day’s heat.   He looked up and suddenly saw three men standing near him. As soon as he saw them, he ran from his tent entrance to greet them and bowed deeply.   He said, “Sirs, if you would be so kind, don’t just pass by your servant.   Let a little water be brought so you may wash your feet and refresh yourselves under the tree.   Let me offer you a little bread so you will feel stronger, and after that you may leave your servant and go on your way—since you have visited your servant.”  They responded, “Fine. Do just as you have said.”   So Abraham hurried to Sarah at his tent and said, “Hurry! Knead three seahs of the finest flour and make some baked goods!”  Abraham ran to the cattle, took a healthy young calf, and gave it to a young servant, who prepared it quickly.  Then Abraham took butter, milk, and the calf that had been prepared, put the food in front of them, and stood under the tree near them as they ate.  They said to him, “Where’s your wife Sarah?”  And he said, “Right here in the tent.”  Then one of the men said, “I will definitely return to you about this time next year. Then your wife Sarah will have a son!”  Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him.  Now Abraham and Sarah were both very old. Sarah was no longer menstruating.   So Sarah laughed to herself, thinking, I’m no longer able to have children and my husband’s old.  The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Me give birth? At my age?’   Is anything too difficult for the LORD? When I return to you about this time next year, Sarah will have a son.”   Sarah lied and said, “I didn’t laugh,” because she was frightened.  But he said, “No, you laughed.”
	Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  	       People: Thanks be to God!
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING	        Romans 5:1-5                (Common English Bible)
Therefore, since we have been made righteous through his faithfulness, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.   We have access by faith into this grace in which we stand through him, and we boast in the hope of God’s glory.   But not only that! We even take pride in our problems, because we know that trouble produces endurance, endurance produces character, and character produces hope.   This hope doesn’t put us to shame, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
           
               Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  	                 People: Thanks be to God! 

[bookmark: _Hlk24714512]SERMON:  	                           Can It Be So?                                         Rev. Rebecca Taylor

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
OFFERING
Please consider sending your gift through the mail or by utilizing the online giving function on the church’s website!  God’s mission continues! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER	(traditional)
     	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*WORDS AFFIRMING OUR FAITH (Unison) 	            (from A Declaration of Faith)
In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus God kept his promises. All that we can ever hope for was present in Christ. But the work of God in Christ is not over. God calls us to hope for more than we have yet seen. The hope God gives us is ultimate confidence that supports us when lesser hopes fail us. In Christ God gives hope for a new heaven and earth, certainty of victory over death, assurance of mercy and judgment beyond death. This hope gives us courage for the present struggle.

*HYMN	Lord, Make Us More Holy	#313

*BENEDICTION	I Peter 5:10	(Common English Bible)
	After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, the one who called you into his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will himself restore, empower, strengthen, and establish you.

Remember: you are never alone. You are always held in the love of God, kept in the grace of Jesus the Christ, and accompanied by the Holy Spirit!









* THE LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE NEXT WEEK ***

Genesis 21:8–21                  Romans 6:1b–11
Psalm 86:1–10, 16–17       Matthew 10:24–39

Questions for Reflection
What does the story of Sarah and Hagar (Gen. 21:8–21) say about God? What does the story suggest about how we might treat one another more justly?
                                                                 Household Prayer: Morning                                                       
O God, I praise you as I arise this morning. You are the giver of all life and you provide for what you have made. Be with my spirit this day and teach me to be thankful for all that you offer. Move me to be generous with others,
sharing not only goods, but also time, patience, and kindness. You know what will happen today. Guide me so that I do what pleases you.  Be near to me and help me to trust your love. I pray for all the world today, for what I do
has effects far beyond what I can know or understand. By your Holy Spirit, let me speak peace, let me do peace,
let me be peace, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
                                                                   Household Prayer: Evening                   
Creator of heaven and earth, light and darkness, day and night, I thank you for the day just past that you have given me in your mercy.  I pray for your forgiveness for those things I did that were displeasing to you and for those missed opportunities to show my love for you.  Let me rest tonight, trusting in the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. Restore my mind and body as I sleep so that when I awake I will have the strength to serve you and your children well.  O beloved God, let me rise to a new day giving you thanks and praise, in the name of Jesus Christ the Savior. Amen.

**Taken from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 2. © 2014 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Rev. Rebecca Taylor, Pastor 	rebecca@presbyterianwarren.com	
Hunter Peterson, Director of Music	hmpeterson100@gmail.com	       
Barb Hill, Administrative Assistant	admin@presbyterianwarren.com
Betsy Griffin, Financial Secretary	finance@presyterianwarren.com
Events and Communications Coordinator	connect@presbyterianwarren.com
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Lori VanOrd, Childcare	Terri Shaw, Childcare
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*** JOYS AND CONCERNS ***
Joys:
      Staff and Leadership is working towards in-person worship on July 5, 2020
      Susan Wenzel, who is recovering from successful surgery
Bob Sears who is training to assist in leading Bible Studies at SCI Cambridge Springs

Concerns:
       Prayers for Hunter Peterson’s grandfather, Rodney Anderson, hospitalized in Pittsburgh
Prayers for our members and friends residing in care facilities and receiving care at home            
Prayers for those affected by the Coronavirus and those in the medical community attending to the sick
Prayers for Rob Stroup who is recovering from a recent ankle surgery
Prayers for Betty Steklacic, recently hospitalized and now recovering at home
       Prayers for Bill
       Prayers of healing for Wanda Monts
      Courage, Strength and Faith to Larfay Austin Jr during his incarceration
       Prayers for Carinne Palm, Vickie Eggleston’s sister, undergoing radiation treatments
Prayers for Norm Perschke who is at the Rouse Home
Prayers for Sherran Jones who is at the Rouse Home
       Prayers for Lynda Slocum’s son Andy and grandson, Brayden
Prayers for Lois Buerkle, Lynn Sears’ sister, as she undergoes treatments for cancer
Prayers for Louise Crozier and family                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Prayers for Katie Roth Spiegel, who is undergoing treatment for cancer    
Prayers for Wally Post		
Prayers for Lisa Huey Hochberg and others struggling with dementia and alzheimer’s	
Prayers for Seth				                                                                  Courage, strength, and faith to all those affected by violent crimes.
Those serving in our military, people struggling with addiction, and those in jail
Those facing famine and hunger in remote and desolate places. 
Let the Light of the Lord shine on all peoples in all nations!

*** PRESBYTERY JOYS AND PRAYER CONCERNS ***
We pray for the churches and ministerial staff that constitute the Lake Erie Presbytery.  This week we pray for Lake City, Commissioned Pastor Deb Rimmer and for Barb Sundberg, Presbytery Financial Administrator.
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THE TEXTS IN BOLD  will be used in worship next Sunday; please read them during the week  and pray that  God’s spirit will help and guide us all as we encounter God’s word!  
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SERVICE MUSIC

532 Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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As it was in the be - gin-ning, is now and ev-er shall be. A - men.
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