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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2020		10:00 AM 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices.
Masks may be removed once you are seated.  Please remain seated throughout the service.

WE GATHER IN GOD’S GRACE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMNTS

PRELUDE	                     Op.49 No.5 Choral in G Major             	  Alexandre Guilmant
			 				         
[bookmark: _Hlk38276002]CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)                                              (verses from Psalm 105)
L:	Give praise to God’s holy name! Let the hearts rejoice of all those seeking the Lord!
P:	We remember the wondrous works God has done!
L:	The Lord is our God. His justice is everywhere throughout the whole world.
P:	God remembers his covenant forever, the word he commanded to a thousand generations!

HYMN		O Lord My God	#625
[bookmark: _Hlk44414140]Please refrain from singing but reflect on the words as you enjoy the music!

CALL TO CONFESSION:					    (based on II Corinthians 5)
[bookmark: _Hlk44241331]We can’t help it: we go with what we know. And what we know is by human standards. Yet God has brought us into a new way of life, a New Creation, in Christ! But we are aware that we have not given ourselves fully to this newness. Recognizing that we need God’s mercy and help, let us pray together:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)    
God of mercy and grace, we open our hearts before you and admit that we often prefer to play it safe: at times we are selective in our loving, stingy in our giving, and skimpy with our praying! Convince us once more that you generously give us resources to be used for your work on earth! As you forgive us, free us so that we may live and love fully to your glory! Hear us as we ask for your mercy in Jesus’ name. Amen.

TIME FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION

WORDS ASSURING US OF GOD’S GRACE (Responsive)   (based on II Corinthians 5)
[bookmark: _Hlk44241356]L:	Hear the Good News: God doesn’t count our sins against us!
P:	Praise God! We are reconciled to God through Christ!
L:	What’s more, God has given us the work of reconciliation to do in the world.
P:	Thank God! By grace, we are ambassadors of Christ!

RESPONSE	Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me	#582
Please refrain from singing but reflect on the words as you enjoy the music!

WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison):
[bookmark: _Hlk44241379]On our own, O God, we struggle to understand your Word. So we pray for the help of your Holy Spirit as we listen and discern the message you want us to receive today! Lead us in the power of your love for us! Hear us as we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING     Romans 8:31-39                (Common English Bible)
So what are we going to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  He didn’t spare his own Son but gave him up for us all. Won’t he also freely give us all things with him?  Who will bring a charge against God’s elect people? It is God who acquits them.  Who is going to convict them? It is Christ Jesus who died, even more, who was raised, and who also is at God’s right side. It is Christ Jesus who also pleads our case for us.  Who will separate us from Christ’s love? Will we be separated by trouble, or distress, or harassment, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?  As it is written, We are being put to death all day long for your sake.  We are treated like sheep for slaughter. But in all these things we win a sweeping victory through the one who loved us.  I’m convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: not death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not powers or height or depth, or any other thing that is created.
	Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  	       People: Thanks be to God!
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING	        Matthew 13:44-46             (Common English Bible)
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure that somebody hid in a field, which someone else found and covered up. Full of joy, the finder sold everything and bought that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls.  When he found one very precious pearl, he went and sold all that he owned and bought it.

               Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  	                 People: Thanks be to God! 

[bookmark: _Hlk24714512]THE WORD EXPLORED:                    All for One     	                Rev. Rebecca Taylor



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

HYMN		          How Firm a Foundation (vrs. 1,2 &5)			  #463
Please refrain from singing but reflect on the words as you enjoy the music!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER	(traditional)
     	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

WORDS AFFIRMING OUR FAITH (Unison) 	      (from A Brief Statement of Faith)
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!

HYMN	Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty	#35
[bookmark: _Hlk46217575]Please refrain from singing but reflect on the words as you enjoy the music!

BENEDICTION	Hebrews 12:1-2a	  (Common English Bible)
So then, with endurance, let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let’s throw off any extra baggage, get rid of the sin that trips us up, and fix our eyes on Jesus, faith’s pioneer and perfecter. 

POSTLUDE                        	Improvisation	Hunter Peterson

Ushers will dismiss worshippers beginning from the back of the sanctuary.  
Please place your offering in one of the plates if you did not so as you entered.  
Masks are required as you exit the building.


* THE LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE NEXT WEEK ***

Genesis 32:22–31                    Romans 9:1–5
Psalm 17:1–7, 15               Matthew 14:13–21

Questions for Reflection
“Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak” (Gen.32:24). Why do you think God allows times of struggle in our lives? How have times of struggle affected your walk with God? How does your relationship with God affect your view of overwhelming problems in the world, such as hunger, poverty, violence, or injustice?

                                                                 Household Prayer: Morning                                                       
God of daybreak, thank you for holding me through the night and awakening me to behold your likeness in this brand-new day. Go with me now as I walk with you.  Show me the world and its people through your eyes of compassion.  Bless me, break me, and move through me to heal and feed those who hunger for you. Amen.

                                                                   Household Prayer: Evening                   
O God, tonight I lay my failures, anxieties, struggles, and unfinished business at your feet.  Hold me, bless me, and change me as I rest in you. Amen.

**Taken from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 2. © 2014 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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*** JOYS AND CONCERNS ***
Joys:
      Bob Sears who is training to assist in leading Bible Studies at SCI Cambridge Springs

Concerns:
       Prayers for Rebecca and Eric Hinderliter on the passing of her father, Clair Benson
       Prayers for Nichole Venezia and Austin Beck, grandchildren of Cynthia Hammersley
       Prayers for George Johnson, recently hospitalized
       Prayers for Deane Passmore, at Encompass Rehabilitation recovering from a fall
       Prayers for Carol Passmore, recovering from surgery at the Rouse
       Prayers for Hunter Peterson’s grandfather, Rodney Anderson, hospitalized in Pittsburgh
Prayers for our members and friends residing in care facilities and receiving care at home
	At Home:  Dennis Bonace			Rouse Home:    June Carlson
		   Coleen Christy			                           Martha Jones
             	   Dorothy Collins			                           Sherran Jones
                           Hal Conarro		                                           Norm Perschke
                           Jacqueline Johnson	             	Cambridge Warren:  Martha Holtz
                           Katherine Judson				                     Kathleen Mahaffy
	Warren Manor:  Betty Steklacic							           
Prayers for those affected by the Coronavirus and those in the medical community attending to the sick
Prayers for Rob Stroup who is recovering from a recent ankle surgery
Prayers for Andrew Dworek, 18 years old, recently diagnosed with cancer
       Prayers for Bill
       Prayers of healing for Wanda Monts
       Courage, Strength and Faith to Larfay Austin Jr during his incarceration
       Prayers for Carinne Palm, Vickie Eggleston’s sister, undergoing radiation treatments
       Prayers for Lynda Slocum’s son Andy and grandson, Brayden
Prayers for Lois Buerkle, Lynn Sears’ sister, as she undergoes treatments for cancer
Prayers for Louise Crozier and family                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Prayers for Katie Roth Spiegel, who is undergoing treatment for cancer    
Prayers for Wally Post		
Prayers for Lisa Huey Hochberg and others struggling with dementia and alzheimer’s	
Prayers for Seth				                                                                  Courage, strength, and faith to all those affected by violent crimes.
Those serving in our military, people struggling with addiction, and those in jail
Those facing famine and hunger in remote and desolate places. 
Let the Light of the Lord shine on all peoples in all nations!

*** PRESBYTERY JOYS AND PRAYER CONCERNS ***
We pray for the churches and ministerial staff that constitute the Lake Erie Presbytery.  This week we pray for Cambridge Springs, Rev. Tommy O’Leary, Temporary Supply Pastor and for Rev. Frank Duncan, Honorably Retired and Rev. Dale Francis, Honorably Retired.
*** ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS ***
THE PRAYER REQUEST FORM is located on the lecterns at the back of the sanctuary. Please fill in your concerns prior to worship using your own pen/pencil.
THE FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Sally N. Metzgar given by Robert Metzgar, Larry, Kathy, and Drew Lang.
WE WELCOME AND THANK Cindy Knapp, today’s liturgist.
SUNDAY SCHOOL – The Adult Sunday School Class meets at 9:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome!  The group will be studying How our Presbyterian Faith Developed. 
PATHFINDERS -the next gathering will be Tuesday, August 4th at 6:30 PM
CUPPA COFFEE is meeting on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall.
FLOWERS-There is a need for volunteers to make phone calls/contacts regarding the sanctuary flowers for the months of May, June, July and August.  Just a couple of phone calls and the distinct possibility of a nice chat with a fellow church member makes it even nicer.  There are currently open dates for flowers on August 2nd and October 18th.  If you have any questions about this volunteer position, or think you might be interested in making calls during one month (or more?) please contact Jen Rossey, 730-0809 or rossey@atlanticbb.net. 

[bookmark: _Hlk45619566]HOC-Help Our Children is accepting donations of sneakers and school supplies for Warren Area Elementary Center.  The list of supplies and sneaker information is on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  These items will need to be returned to First Presbyterian Church by August 13th.  Collection bin is located outside the church office.  Please contact Cindy Knapp for further information.

HOOKTOWN HOLIDAYS is accepting donations to help fund a therapy dog program for the Warren County Children’s Advocacy Center.  If you would like to supplement the church’s donation go to: https://www.hooktownholidays.org/hooktown-cac-facility-dog-project.html

MORE MEAT AT THE MOVIES will begin again Sunday, August 2nd at 5:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.  The movie will be Just Mercy. (2019; 137 minutes; PG13)




*** CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK ***

Sunday 7/26    	
   9:00 AM	Adult Sunday School – Fellowship Hall
 10:00 AM	Morning Worship – Sanctuary	 
     
Tuesday 7/28     
12:00 PM	AA – Calvin CornerBulletin QR Code

  7:00 PM	AA (Women’s Group) – Calvin Corner
  
Wednesday 7/29    
   9:30 AM	Cuppa Coffee – Fellowship Hall
   6:00 PM	The Healing Journey – Fellowship Hall
   
Thursday 7/30
   3:30 PM	Sharing Place Meal-Take Out Only
   6:30 PM	NA-Calvin Corner
   6:30 PM	Session Meeting-Craft Room
   
Friday 7/31
   6:00 PM	AA (Men’s Group)- Calvin Corner
   
[bookmark: _Hlk515542058][bookmark: _Hlk523224263][bookmark: _Hlk22892900][bookmark: _Hlk32314053][bookmark: _Hlk33002103]Sunday 8/2    	
   9:00 AM	Adult Sunday School-Fellowship Hall
 10:00 AM	Morning Worship – Sanctuary
 

	This Week’s Servers:
	Next Week’s Servers

	Liturgist
	Cindy Knapp
	Liturgist
	Larry Dyke

	Children’s Sermon
	
	Children’s Sermon
	

	Secure Offering
	Ann Ferguson
	Secure Offering
	Joanna Elletson

	Secure Offering
	Ross Bryan
	Secure Offering
	Gale Dyke

	Ushers
	Larry Dyke 
Lynn Sears
	Ushers
	Larry Dyke
Lynn Sears

	Happiness Hour
	
	Happiness Hour
	

	Flower Delivery
	
	Flower Delivery
	

	Sharing Place
	Take Out Only
	Sharing Place
	Take Out Only

	Sharing Place Team
	
	Sharing Place Team
	



 


[bookmark: _Hlk44503489]
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THE TEXTS IN BOLD  will be used in worship next Sunday; please read them during the week  and pray that  God’s spirit will help and guide us all as we encounter God’s word!  
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*Author’s original words are “works,” “mighty,” and “shall I bow.”

This tuneful retelling of the salvation story began in Swedish and was translated into German and then into
Russian before reaching its English form. Despite such linguistic and musical revisions, it continues to be a
meaningful source of comfort to many people.

TEXT: Stuart K. Hine, 1953; Spanish trans. Arturo W. Hotton Rives, alt.; Korean trans. anon. HOW GREAT THOU ART
MUSIC: Swedish folk melody; adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1949 11.10.11.10 with refrain
Text and Music © 1949 and 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust (U.S.A. print rights admin. Hope Publishing Company.

All other U.S.A. rights admin. EMICMGPublishing.com)
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SERVICE MUSIC

532 Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
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This very strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, especially Psalms 150
and 103:1-6. It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th century, but has remained
popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune.

TEXT: Joachim Neander, 1680; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665; harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863

LOBE DEN HERREN
14.14.4.7.8
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