PRAYING FOR THE WORLD
ONE COUNTRY AT A TIME
“God so loved the world…” shouldn’t we?
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CAPITAL: Madrid
LOCATION: Southwestern Europe, bordering the
Mediterranean Sea, North Atlantic Ocean, Bay of Biscay,
and Pyrenees Mountains; southwest of France. (almost five
times the size of Kentucky; slightly more than twice the size
of Oregon)
Population: 47,260,584 (July 2021 est.)

Overview: Spain's powerful world empire of the 16th and 17th
centuries ultimately yielded command of the seas to England.
Subsequent failure to embrace the mercantile and industrial
revolutions caused the country to fall behind Britain, France, and
Germany in economic and political power. Spain remained
neutral in World War I and II, but suffered through a devastating
civil war (1936-39). A peaceful transition to democracy following
the death of dictator Francisco Franco in 1975, and rapid
economic modernization (Spain joined the EU in 1986) gave
Spain a dynamic and rapidly growing economy, and made it a
global champion of freedom and human rights. More recently,
Spain has emerged from a severe economic recession that
began in mid-2008, posting four straight years of GDP growth
above the EU average. Unemployment has fallen, but remains
high, especially among youth. Spain is the Eurozone's fourth
largest economy.
Economy: After a prolonged recession that began in 2008 in the
wake of the global financial crisis, Spain marked the fourth full
year of positive economic growth in 2017, with economic activity
surpassing its pre-crisis peak, largely because of increased
private consumption. The financial crisis of 2008 broke 16
consecutive years of economic growth for Spain, leading to an
economic contraction that lasted until late 2013. In that year, the
government successfully shored up its struggling banking sector heavily exposed to the collapse of Spain’s real estate boom - with
the help of an EU-funded restructuring and recapitalization
program. Increasing labor productivity and an internal
devaluation resulting from moderating labor costs and lower
inflation have improved Spain’s export competitiveness and
generated foreign investor interest in the economy.
Religion: Roman Catholic 58.2%, atheist 16.2%, agnostic 10.8%,
other 2.7%, non-believer 10.5%, unspecified 1.7% (2021 est.)
Prayers needed:
• To help fight against drug traffickers
• Deforestation, air pollution, quality and quantity of water
nationwide, desertification

