The Season of Ordinary Time: Ordinary, in this context, comes from the Latin term ordinalis,
meaning ‘numbered’ or ‘ruled.” This title refers to the ongoing and rhythmical nature of the
season. Just like everyday life, there is a rhythm to the days and the weeks.

The first part of Ordinary Time begins on the Sunday after Epiphany and continues until Ash
Wednesday. Part Il of Ordinary Time begins the day after Pentecost and continues to the
Saturday before the 1st Sunday of Advent.

The 33 (or 34 depending on how the feasts fall) weeks of Ordinary Time contain many events of
Jesus’ earthly ministry and some of the major events of the Gospels we have come to know and love.
It takes us through the life of Christ: The miracles, the parables, the calling of the twelve, the sermon
on the mount, the bread of life discourse. . . we get all that and more during this season. Truly, there
is much to celebrate.

Read Genesis 1:1 — 2:3 and Ecclesiastes 2:24-25

1. What was God’s Routine for each day of Creation?
2. What did God call His Creation?
a. How does God’s naming of His Creation affect your life?
3. What did God do on the seventh day?
4. What do you think happened on the eighth day of Creation?
5. What do you enjoy about the labor you are given (your job, your role, your responsibilities)?
6. What do you enjoy about routine?
7. When do you rest?

8. What brings you joy?



In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.”
So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.”
And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And
God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it
was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for
signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule
the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the
day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the
dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind,
with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed
them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and
the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was
good.

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created
them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.” God said, “See, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird
of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every
green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.



